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BURNING  OF  THE  TREASURY  BUILDING. 


MESSAGE 


FROM 

THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


TRANSMITTING 


Information  in  relation  to  the  burning  of  the  Treasury  building. 


+• 

December  12,  1834. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 


Washington,  December  12,  1834. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 


In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  10th  instant,  calling  for  any  information  which  the  ^President  may 
possess  respecting  the  burning  of  the  building  occupied  by  the  Treasury 
Department  in  the  year  1833, 1 transmit,  herewith,  the  papers  containing 
the  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  that  disaster,  which  was  directed  and  made 
soon  alter  its  occurrence. 


Accompanying  this  inquiry,  I also  transmit  a particular  report  from  Mr 
McLane,  who  was  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  all  the  facts 
relating  to  the  subject  which  were  within  the  knowledge  of  the  officers 
of  the  department,  and  such  losses  of  records  and  papers  as  were  ascer- 
tained to  have  been  sustained. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


In  consequence  of  the  public  loss  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the  Trea- 
sury building,  and  the  destruction  of  some  valuable  papers,  the  President 
has  deemed  it  proper,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  cause  of  the  disaster.  He  there- 
fore directs  a thorough  and  careful  investigation  to  be  made  on  the  fol 
lowing  points : 

1.  In  what  manner  was  the  lire  occasioned  ? 

2.  If  accidental,  how  did  it  happen  ? Was  it  from  any  defect  in  the 
original  construction  of  the  building  ? or  was  it  occasioned  by  careless 
ness  or  negligence  ? and  if  by  carelessness  or  negligence,  to  whom  can 
either  be  attributed  ? 
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3.  Were  proper  exertions  used  to  preserve  the  books,  papers,  and. 
public  property,  in  the  building,  as  well  as  to  save  the  building  itself? 

The  Attorney  General  is  directed  to  conduct  the  inquiry,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  cabinet  to  aid  in  it.  The  witnesses  to  be  examined  on 
oath,  and  their  depositions  reduced  to  writing  ; and  when  the  investiga- 
tion is  closed,  the  testimony  to  be  reported  to  the  President,  together 
with  the  opinions  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet  on  the  points  above 
stated. 

The  President  directs  that  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  circuit  court  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  be  requested  to  preside  at  the  investigation,  and 
to  assist  in  it. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

March  31,  1833. 

♦ 

Sir:  We  have  made  the  inquiries  directed  by  your  order  of  the  31st 
of  March  last,  in  relation  to  the  lire  at  the  Treasury  building  on  the 
morning  of  that  day,  and  proceed  to  state  the  manner  in  which  the  inves- 
tigation was  conducted,  and  the  result  of  the  inquiries.  * 

We  commenced  the  examination  of  witnesses  at  the  room  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  on  the  day  of  the  fire,  at  two  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and 
continued  to  take  testimony  at  the  same  place  every  day  until  the  even- 
ing of  Saturday,  the  6th  instant.  The  proceedings  were  then  unavoida- 
bly suspended  until  Wednesday,  the  10th  instant,  when  some  further  * 
testimony  was  taken,  and  the  investigation  closed.  We  have  examined 
altogether  more  than  fifty,  witnesses,  and  have  called  before  us  every 
person  from  whom  it  was  supposed  that  any  information  could  be  obtain- 
ed on  the  subject. 

Chief  Justice  Cranch  presided  at  the  examinations,  and  gave  to  the 
inquiry  his  unremitting  attention  and  valuable  assistance.  You  are  aware 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  left  Washington  in  order  to  execute  some 
official  duties  before  the  investigation  was  concluded. 

It  appears  from  the  whole  evidence  that  the  fire  was  first  discovered 
about  half  past  two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  attention  of  two  or  'v 
three  persons,  who  reside  in  the  neighborhood  and  in  view  of  the  build- 
ing, was  attracted  by  the  light  from  the  windows  ; and  nearly  at  the  same 
time  the  volume  of  smoke,  occasioned  by  the  fire,  was  observed  by  others 
who  happened  to  be  in  the  streets  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  Those 
who  discovered  the  fire,  immediately  gave  the  alarm,  and  hastened  to  the 
building,  and  when  the  first  persons  arrived  on  the  ground,  the  guard 
within  the  house  was  still  asleep  and  unconscious  of  the  fire,  and  was 
awakened  by  the  noise  made  at  one  of  the  doors  to  rouse  him.  There 
is  some  difference  of  opinion  among  the  witnesses  as  to  the  precise  state 
of  the  fire  at  that  moment.  But,  taking  the  whole  testimony  together, 
we  think  it  is  fully  proved  that  when  the  first  persons  arrived  on  the 
ground,  the  room  in  the  second  story  on  the  north  side  of  the  house,  and 
immediately  west  of  the  projection  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  appear- 
ed to  be  on  fire  in  every  part ; that  the  llames  and  dense  clouds  of  smoke 
were  issuing  from  one  or  both  of  the  windows  of  the  room;  and  that 
there  was  then  no  appearance  of  fire  in  either  of  the  adjoining  rooms, 
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nor  in  the  garret  nor  roof.  In  a very  few  minutes,  however,  the  fire  was- 
communicated  to  the  adjoining  rooms  and  to  the  garret  and  the  roof;  and 
the  gariet  being  filled  tor  the  most  part  with  old  papers  and  paper  cases., 
the  fiames  spread  through  it  with  great  rapidity.  The  first  engine  arriv- 
ed on  the  ground  in  twenty  minutes  after  the  fire  was  discovered,  and 
the  roof  over  the  room  in  which  it  originated  was  then  blazing,  and  very 
soon  altei  w aids  began  to  fall  in.  Every  exertion  to  check  the  flames, 
was  immediately  made  with  this  engine,  and  others  which  arrived  shortly 
after  it.  But  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  want  of  a sufficient  supply  of 
water  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  building  rendered  it  impossible  to  save 
it,  and  the  fire  continued  to  advance.  And,  in  about  one  hour  from  the- 
time  it  was  first  seen,  the  whole  building,  with  the  exception  of  the  fire- 
proof portion  of  it,  was  either  consumed  or  on  fire. 

We  have  endeavored  in  vain  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  fire,  and  are 
unable  to  impute  it  to  any  particular  cause.  Three  of  the  witnesses..- 
who  have  been  examined,  passed  near  the  building  about  half  past  one 
o’clock,  or  a little  later,  on  the  morning  of  the  fire,  and,  at  that  time, 
there  was  no  light  from  any  of  the  windows,  nor  any  thing  in  or  about 
the  house  to  attract  attention  or  create  alarm.  The  remains  of  the  build- 
' ing  have  been  carefully  examined  by  skilful  workmen,  and  they  can  dis- 
cover no  defect  in  its  construction  which  may  be  supposed  to  have 
occasioned  the  disaster.  On  the  night  of  the  fire  the  usual  precautions;' 
lot  security  appear  to  have  been  taken.  The  regular  watchman  being 
sick  and  unable  to  attend,  his  place  was  supplied,  under  the  direction  of 
the  superintendent,  by  a young  man  between  nineteen  and  twenty  years- . 
of  age,  who  has  been  employed  constantly  for  about  eighteen  months  past 
as  one  of  the  laborers  at  the  building ; and,  according  to  the  ordinary- 
practice  of  the  guard,  he  examined,  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  all  of  the 
rooms  except  those  in  the  fireproof  part  of  the  house,  and  found  the  fires 
in  the  giates  to  be,  as  he  supposed,  entirely  safe.  The  fuel  used  in  the 
part  of  the  building  where  the  fire  began,  is  anthracite  coal;  and  in  the 
room  where  it  originated  the  coal  had  sunk  below7  the  upper  bar  of  the 
grate  at  the  time  of  the  examination  by  the  guard,  and  the  blov7er,  resting 
on  the  ashpan,  was  placed  as  a fender  before  it,  according  to  the  usual 
practice.  No  fresh  coal  had  been  put  on  the  fire  after  tw-elve  or  one 
o’clock  on  that  day.  The  outer  doors  and  the  window's  of  the  house 
w7ere  fastened,  in  the  ordinary  manner,  on  the  inside,  with  the  exception 
of  a window  in  the  fireproof,  which  seems  to  have  been  very  negligent- 
ly secuied,  if  secured  at  all,  on  tnat  night.  But  there  is  no  communica- 
tion between  that  room  and  the  part  of  the  building  where  the  fire  com- 
menced ; and  if  an  evil  disposed  person  had  entered  at  that  w indow,  he 
could  not  have  made  his  way  to  any  other  room. 

The  regulations  of  the  superintendent  made  it  the  duty  of  the  night 
guard  to  make  the  examination  of  the  rooms  and  fires  above  mentioned, 
but  he  was  not  required  to  keep  awake  all  night ; and,  since  the  year 
1826,  it  has  been  the  practice  for  only  one  of  the  watchmen  to  remain- 
during  the  night  in  the  building,  and  he  has  been  permitted  to  sleep  after 
. ten  o’clock. 

As  soon  as  the  fire  w7as  discovered,  the  proper  exertions  were  imme- 
diately made  by  the  officers  of  the  Government  and  the  citizens  who 
assembled,  to  save  the  books  and  papers.  And  the  most  active  and  praise- 
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worthy  efforts  were  used  for  that  purpose ; and,  in  some  instances,  the 
zeal  of  those  engaged  exposed  them  to  much  hazard.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  early  on  the  ground,  and  by  his  direction  the  books 
and  papers  were  placed,  as  they  were  brought  out,  under  the  care  of 
proper  guards;  and,  on  the  same  day,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  evening, 
they  were  deposited  in  a house  that  was  immediately  engaged  for  the 
temporary  occupation  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

We  cannot  at  this  time  undertake  to  state  with  precision  what  papers 
and  books  have  been  destroyed,  since  those  which  were  saved  have  not 
yet  been  all  perfectly  arranged.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
taken  measures  to  obtain  a prompt  and  accurate  report  from  the  heads  of 
the  bureaux  on  this  subject.  But  we  believe  that  very  few  papers  have 
been  lost  that  are  of  much  importance  to  the  Government  or  to  indivi- 
duals ; and  that  the  great  mass  of  the  most  valuable  books  and  papers  have 
been  saved. 

The  depositions  we  have  taken  accompany  this  report,  and  also  draw- 
ings of  the  Treasury  building,  which  will  enable  you  more  readily  to 
comprehend  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses. 

We  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 
LOUIS  McLANE, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
LEWIS  CASS, 

Secretary  of  War. 

R.  B.  TANEY, 

Attorney  General. 


To  the  President. 


Treasury  Department, 

April  12,  1833. 

Sir  : The  report  which  will  be  made  to  you  of  the  result  of  the  inves- 
tigation you  have  been  pleased  to  institute,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  will  present  the  information  that  has  been  obtained  re- 
specting the  circumstances  attending  the  recent  conflagration  of  the 
Treasury  building  ; for  your  further  satisfaction,  however,  it  is  thought 
proper  to  lay  before  you  such  other  facts,  connected  with  the  subject,  as 
are  within  the  knowledge  of  the  officers  of  the  department;  and,  as  far 
as  may  now  be  practicable,  to  state  the  loss  that  has  been  sustained  in 
the  records  and  papers,  and  to  offer  such  suggestions  as  may  tend  to 
greater  safety  in  future. 

With  a view  to  this  object,  the  principal  officers  who  occupied  the 
building,  viz.  the  First  Comptroller,  First  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Re- 
gister, were  severally  called  upon  ; and  their  reports  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

From  all  that  has  hitherto  transpired,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  dis- 
aster is  attributable  to  any  particular  neglect  or  inattention  on  the  part  of 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  building.  It  is  shown  that  at  past  ten 
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o’clock  at  night  all  the  fires  were  in  a safe  condition,  and  that  no  lights 
ol  any  kind  had  been  used  in  that  part  of  the  building  in  which  the  fire 
originated.  Though  the  person  employed  to  watch  that  night  was  asleep 
when  the  fire  was  discovered,  it  appears  that  it  was  not  considered  his  duty 
to  be  awake  all  night ; and  that,  in  fact,  it  has  been  the  authorized  prac- 
tice for  many  years  for  the  watchmen  in  the  building  to  lie  down  to  sleep 
after  about  ten  or  eleven  o’clock.  No  satisfactory  proof  has  been  obtain- 
ed of  the  cause  of  the  disaster  ; and  nothing  need  be  here  observed  in. 
addition  to  the  report  already  adverted  to. 

By  referring  to  the  diagrams  which  accompany  that  report,  the  posi- 
tion of  the  apartments  occupied  by  the  several  offices  of  the  Treasury- 
may  be  seen.  In  the  basement  or  cellar , three  rooms  on  the  south  side 
were  filled  with  boxes  containing  abstracts  connected  with  settled  Post 
Office  accounts,  and  were  in  charge  of  the  Register’s  office  ; five  other 
rooms  were  appropriated  to  the  storing  of  fuel ; and  the  residue  were 
empty.  On  the  ground  floor , three  rooms  on  the  north  side,  in  the  east- 
ern section,  were  occupied  by  the  Treasurer’s  office  ; the  three  rooms  on 
the  south  side  of  that  section,  with  one  room  on  each  side  of  the  south  door, 
and  one  room  adjoining  the  Treasurer’s  office,  on  the  north  side,  were 
occupied  by  the  First  Auditor’s  office  ; all  the  other  rooms  on  the  ground 
floor,  and  the  adjoining  fireproof  rooms,  were  occupied  by  the  Register’s 
office.  On  the  principal  or  upper  floor , the  six  rooms  in  the  eastern 
# section  of  the  building  were  occupied  by  the  Comptroller’s  office  ; the 
residue  of  the  rooms  on  that  floor,  and  the  fireproof  adjoining,  were  oc- 
cupied by  the  Secretary’s  office.  In  the  attic  or  garret , the  middle  room 
on  the  south  side  was  appropriated  to  papers  and  records  belonging  to 
the  Secretary’s  office  ; the  two  adjoining  rooms  on  the  east  to  those  of 
the  Comptroller’s  office  ; the  southeastern  corner  to  those  of  the  Trea- 
surer’s office  ; and  all  the  residue  to  those  of  the  Register’s  office. 

The  fire  was  discovered  in  the  second  room  west  of  the  staircaise,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  house,  on  the  principal  floor,  being  the  room  imme- 
diately adjoining  the  projection  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  as  laid  down 
in  the  diagram,  and  being  one  of  the  rooms  belonging  to  the  office  of  the 
Secretary,  and  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  Laub,  ( who  was  also  the  superintendent 
of  the  building,)  Mr.  Wolf,  and  Mr.  T.  Diekins.  It  was  discovered  between 
half  past  two  and  three  o’clock.  The  great  progress  it  had  made  when 
discovered,  and  its  rapid  advance  afterwards,  until  the  total  destruction 
of  the  building,  are  set  forth  in  the  testimony  accompanying  the  report, 
and  are  besides  so  well  known  to  the  President  as  to  need  no  further 
description. 

The  Secretary,  though  not  among  the  earliest,  ^as,  nevertheless,  early 
in  arriving  at  the  scene  of  the  conflagration.  He  soon  saw,  from  the 
progress  which  the  fire  was  making,  and  from  the  wholly  inadequate 
means  of  checking  or  subduing  it,  that  the  entire  building  would  probably 
be  consumed  ; his  attention  was,  therefore,  immediately  and  almost  ex- 
clusively directed  to  the  preservation  of  the  papers  and  records  in  the 
accounting  offices  and  in  the  Register’s  office.  Many  of  the  clerks  and 
citizens  assisted  with  great  zeal  and  activity,  as  well  in  getting  those  pa- 
pers and  records  out  of  the  building  as  in  preserving  them  afterwards. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary,  the  several  collections  of  papers, 
books,  records,  &c.  that  were  made,  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  clerks. 
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<t>r  well  known  and  trusty  citizens.  By  these  united  exertions,  all  the  im- 
portant papers  belonging  to  those  offices  have  been  saved.  1 hose  be- 
longing to  the  Treasurer’s  office  have  also  been  preserved. 

The  flame,  however,  was  so  soon  communicated  to  the  gal  ret  ana  root, 
particularly  that  part  of  the  roof  above  the  stairs  leading  to  the  garret,  as 
to  render  highly  dangerous,  and  indeed  impracticable,  any  effort  to  save 
the  papers  and  records  belonging  to  any  of  the  offices,  which  had  been 
placed  in  the  garret,  and  consequently  they  were  all  lost.  . . 

As  soon  as  the  papers,  books,  and  other  records  were  taken  out  oi  the 
accounting  and  Register’s  offices,  the  Secretary’s  attention  was  turned  to 
procuring  suitable  buildings  tor  the  immediate  accommodation  o tie  e 
partment.  ' After  various  inquiries  and  negotiations,  he  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining, before  noon  on  Sunday,  the  five  contiguous  buildings  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Pennsylvania  avenue  nearest  the  eastern  gate  of  the  Presi- 
dent’s square.  Before  two  o’clock  on  the  same  day,  all  the  papeis  and 
records  that  were  exposed  were  safely  removed  to  those  buildings,  and 
the  fireproof  apartments  of  the  Treasury,  which  remained  undestroyed. 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  attention  of  the  officers  was  chiefly  devoted 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  papers  and  records;  and,  on  Wednesday,  toe 
business  of  the  department,  which  had  been  partially  resumed  on  1 ues- 
iday,  was  in  full  activity,  and  transacted  as  usual. 

Owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  papers,  book's,  and  other  records  re- 
moved from  the  building,  and  the  disorder  into  which  they  were  thrown 
some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  before  it  can  be  exactly  ascertained 
what  has  been  lost,  and  what  saved.  From  the  progress  the  tire  had 
made  before  it  was  discovered,  it  was  not  possible  to  save  any  part  ot 
those  in  the  room  in  which  it  originated,  or  in  that  ot  the  chief  clerk,  im- 
mediately adjoining  it  on  the  west.  Those  contained  in  the  room  on  the 
south  side,  directly  opposite  to  that  in  which  it  commenced, and  to  which 
it  must  have  communicated  early,  were  also  destroyed.  1 hose  in  the 
other  rooms,  occupied  by  the  clerks  of  the  Secretary,  on  the  same  floor, 
were  chiefly  saved;  of  those  contained  in  the  room  occupied  by  Mr. 
Read  and  Mr.  Nesbit,  next  east  of  that  in  wffiich  the  tire  originated,  by 
the  timely  efforts  of  the  former  gentleman  and  a few  others  who  arrived 
early,  a great  portion  were  saved  ; and  ot  those  contained  in  the  loom 
occupied  by  Mr.  F.  Dickins  and  Mr.  Rodman,  owing  to  the  tearless  ex- 
ertions of  the  former  gentleman,  who,  accompanied  by  a highly  respect- 
able citizen,  entered  the  room  by  a ladder  when  the  root  above  it  was 
•on  fire,  and  continued  until  the  doors  of  his  own  room  were  consumed, 
and  the  ceiling  of  that  immediately  adjoining  on  the  east  had  lallen  in, 
none  were  lost.  The  library  and  all  the  papers  in  the  room  occupied  by 
the  Secretary  wrcre  saved  by  the  efforts  ot  a tew  individuals,  among 
. whom  were  the  chief  clerk  and  Mr.  1.  Dickins,  who  entci(<  >t  >)  a 
ladder  through  the  semicircular  wdndow  at  the  west  end.  All  the  furni- 
ture in  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  Secretary’s  clerks  was  consumed  ; and 
of  that  in  the  Secretary’s  room  the  greater  part  was  broken  in  being 
thrown  from  the  windows. 

The  principal  loss  sustained  in  the  Secretary’s  office  was  the  coue- 
spondence ; the  whole  of  w hich,  with  the  exception  ot  that  relating  to  Re- 
volutionary claims  and  to  applications  under  the  insolvent  laws,  and  with 
the  exception  also  of  two  record  books  containing  letters  to  banks,  ant 
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two  containing  communications  to  Congress,  was  lost ; measures,  how- 
ever, are  already  in  progress  to  replace  them  as  far  as  may  be  found 
practicable.  In  the  mean  time  it  ishoped.that  no  serious  detriment  will 
be  experienced  in  the  transaction  of  the  public  business  for  want  of 
them. 

The  reports  from  the  First  Comptroller,  First  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and 
Register,  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  exhibit  the  state  of  the  papers 
and  records  of  their  respective  offices  as  far  as  can  now  be  ascertained. 
In  those  offices  were  contained  all  the  papers  and  records  which  relate 
to  accounts,  settled  and'  unsettled ; and  of  these  it  is  highly  gratifying  to 
find  that  the  whole  of  the  latter,  and  all  the  important  portions  of  the 
former,  have  been  preserved. 

The  Secretary  has  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  all  the 
persons  belonging  to  his  office  who  were  present  on  the  occasion.  It  is 
represented  to  him  that  Mr.  Anthony,  Mr.  Maginnis,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr. 
Wolf,  Mr.  A.  Laub,  and  Mr.  Nesbit,  and  Mr.  Mountz,  were  not  aware 
of  the  fire  at  the  Treasury  until  it  'was  consumed,  owing  to  the  distance 
of  their  residences.  The  chief  clerk,  and  Messrs.  McKean,  Dungan,  F. 
Dickins,  Rodman,  Read,  and  T.  Dickins,  were  actively  and  usefully  en- 
v gaged  in  rescuing  and  preserving  the  books,  records,  and  effects  ; as 
were  also  Mr.  Lovejoy,  M.  C.  the  messenger,  and  Mr.  W.  and  I.  God- 
dard, the  laborers  attached  to  the  building,  and  Mr.  Petit,  the  assistant 
messenger,  who,  owing  to  the  distance  of  his  residence,  was  late  in  ar- 
riving. 

The  Secretary  observed  other  clerks  active  and  diligent  on  the  oc- 
casion, as  w7ell  as  many  of  his  fellow-citizens  ; but  as  he  cannot  recollect 
all,  and  to  name  some  only  would  seem  invidious,  he  confines  his  notice 
in  this  place  to  those  attached  to  his  own  office. 

As  the  situation  of  the  buildings  now  occupied  by  the  department  does 
not  admit  of  being  otherwise  effectually  protected,  the  Secretary  of  War 
has,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  directed  a military 
guard  to  be  stationed  and  sentinels  to  walk  round  them  from  sunset  to 
sunrise.  Means  will  also  be  taken  for  removing  some  wooden  fences 
which  adjoin  the  buildings,  to  prevent  fire  from  being  communicated  by 
them,  and  to  prevent  the  shelter  they  afford  to  evil  disposed  persons. 

Our  own  experience  has  demonstrated  what,  indeed,  could  not  other- 
wise be  doubted,  that  there  is  no  proper  security  for  the  public  archives, 
consisting  of  so  many  and  such  important  records,  documents,  and  papers, 
except  in  fireproof  buildings.  The  present  offices  are  not  of  this  descrip- 
tion. The  buildings  appropriated  to  the  State  and  War  Departments  are 
partially  fireproof,  though  in  a very  slight  degree.  The  Navy  building 
is  altogether  insecure,  even  more  so  than  the  Treasury  building  was,  in- 
asmuch as  the  latter  contained  some  fireproof  depositories,  in  which  a 
portion  of  the  records  was  preserved.  The  Secretary,  therefore,  does 
not  deem  it  proper  to  recommend  the  repair  of  the  building  if  the  Presi- 
dent should  be  of  opinion  that  he  has  authority  to  repair  it.  The  Secre- 
tary, however,  takes  the  liberty  to  suggest  that,  at  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, it  be  recommended  that  a fireproof  building  be  erected  of  sufficient 
extent  to  accommodate  all  the  public  offices  under  the  same  roof,  having 
regard  as  well  to  those  already  organized  as  those  which  the  growth  of 
the  country  will  probably  render  necessary  for  some  years  to  come. 
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Such  a plan  would  have  the  additional  advantage  of  removing  the  great 
inconvenience  which  is  now  constantly  experienced  in  the  transaction  of 
business,  from  the  separation  of  the  public  offices. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LOUIS  McLANE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller'1  s Office , April  11,  1833. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  the  request  in  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 
that  I should  report  to  you  such  facts  as  were  within  my  knowledge,  and 
that  of  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  my  office,  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  late  conflagration  of  the  Treasury  building,  and  of  the  exer- 
tions and  means  employed  by  myself,  and  officers  and  others,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  property,  including  the  records  and  papers ; and 
that  I should  also  state,  generally,  the  nature  and  description  of  the 
records  and  papers  belonging  to  my  office,  what  portion  of  them  is 
destroyed,  and  what  portion  saved,  including  the  property;  and  to  add 
such  explanation  of  the  accident  as  I might  be  able  to  afford,  and  sug- 
gest such  means  as  might  tend  to  greater  safety  in  future,  I have  to  state 
that  I have  no  knowledge,  nor  has  any  one  of  my  clerks  or  messengers 
any  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  fire  alluded  to  ; that 
I did  not  hear  of  it  until  after  daylight,  and  soon  after  repaired  to  the 
lot  on  the  south  side  of  the  building,  where  I found  my  clerks  and  messen- 
gers busily  employed  in  selecting  and  securing  the  records  and  documents 
belonging  to  my  office  ; that,  from  the  reports  of  the  clerks  tome,  all  the 
books  containing  the  correspondence  on  revenue  questions,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Government  to  the  28th  February,  1833,  together 
with  two  digests  of  the  decisions  on  those  questions  up  to  the  year  1818, 
(letter  book  No.  30,)  to  which  period  they  have  been  completed,  have 
been  saved  ; that  the  whole  of  the  Loan  Office  letter  books  have  been 
saved  ; that  the  registers  of  the  accounts  acted  upon  and  passed  by  me, 
as  well  as  the  records  of  warrants  issued  under  appropriations  for  the 
civil,  military,  and  naval  departments,  and  the  other  record  books  and 
documents  generally,  have  been  found  ; and  that  it  has  not  yet  been  dis- 
covered that  there  are  any  books  or  documents,  of  any  importance,  be- 
longing to  my  office,  nor  that  any  accounts  received  in  it  from  the  Audit- 
ors for  revision,  and  my  final  decision  thereon,  are  missing. 

With  respect  to  the  means  which  may  tend  to  greater  safety  in  future, 

I have  to  observe  that  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  the  most  advisa- 
ble course  that  any  new  building  which  may  he  erected  be  made  com- 
pletely fireproof  throughout  every  part  of  it ; that  a vigilant  superintend- 
ent be  appointed,  with  suitable  persons  to  act  under  him  as  watchmen, 
and,  if  deemed  expedient,  to  have  a regular  night  guard  outside  the 
building. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 

Hon.  Louis  McLane, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Treasury  Department, 

Auditor’s  Office , April  10,  1833. 

Sir  : I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 
requesting  me  to  report  such  facts  and  circumstances  as  may  be  within 
my  own  knowledge,  or  that  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  my  office,  in 
relation  to  the  late  unfortunate  conflagration  of  the  Treasury  building. 

In  reply,  I have  to  state  that  I had  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  oc- 
currence until  the  morning  after  it  took  place.  The  moment  I was  in- 
formed of  it,  I repaired  to  the  scene  of  disaster  and  confusion,  and  had 
the  consolation  to  learn  that,  by  the  attention  and  exertions  of  my  chief 
clerk,  messenger,  and  others,  every  thing  in  my  office  had  been  removed. 
Since  then  we  have  all  been  assiduously  engaged  in  separating  and  col- 
lecting from  the  general  mass  such  articles  as  were  found  to  belong  to 
us,  and  I have  now  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  all  the  books  of  record, 
and  unsettled  accounts,  all  the  desks,  tables,  chairs,  and  cases  thus  re- 
moved, have  been,  with  but  little  damage  to  the  furniture,  recovered, 
and  are  in  a course  of  arrangement.  Some  papers  of  minor  importance, 
such  as  congressional  documents,  old  blotter  statements,  letters,  &c.  al- 
though daily  coming  in,  may  be,  and  I believe  ar6,  still  missing  ; but  the 
* reorganization  of  the  office  is  so  far  completed  as  to  enable  us  to  go  on 
with  its  appropriate  duties  in  the  usual  manner. 

I cannot  undertake  to  give  any  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  accident, 
but  I incline  to  believe  that  the  cause  of  it,  most  probably,  proceeded 
from  some  defect  in  the  chimney  of  the  room  in  which  it  originated. 
Presuming  that  a new  edifice  must  be  necessarily  erected  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  department,  I take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  a similar  misfortune,  it  should,  in  all 
its  parts,  be  made  perfectly  fireproof ; and,  until  this  be  accomplished, 
the  arrangement  now  in  operation,  making  it  the  special  duty  of  the  re- 
spective messengers  to  keep  charge  of  their  offices  until  relieved  in  the 
evening  by  a military  guard,  seems  very  proper;  to  which  might  be 
added,  if  judged  expedient,  the  appointment  of  a person,  properly  quali- 
fied, to  superintend  the  whole. 

With  great  respect, 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  • 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  HARRISON.. 


The  Hon.  Louis  McLane, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  of  the  United  States, 

April  5,  1833. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter,  dated  yesterday,, 
requesting  me  to  report  to  you  such  facts  as  are  within  my  knowledge, 
and  that  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  my  office,  attending  the  late 
conflagration  of  the  Treasury  building,  and  of  our  exertions  and  the  ex- 
ertions of  others  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  property,  including 
the  records  and  papers ; what  part  of  such  as  belong  to  this  office  have 
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been  destroyed,  and  what  saved  ; and,  lastly,  to  other  any  explanations  of 
the  accident  I may  be  able  to  afford,  and  to  suggest  such  means  as  may 
tend  to  greater  safety  in  future. 

Although  the  rooms  of  my  office  on  the  first  floor  and  in  the  garret 
were  remote  from  the  point  where  the  fire  is  supposed  to  have  originated, 
and  were  in  fact  the  last  to  be  assailed  by  it,  the  situation  in  which  they 
were  left  on  Saturday  is,  1 presume,  within  the  scope  of  your  inquiries. 
These  rooms  were  the  three  rooms  in  the  northeast  section  of  the  build- 
ing, on  the  first  floor,  and  communicated  with  each  other  by  inner  doors, 
and  the  southeast  corner  room  in  the  garret.  The  latter  was  used  as  a 
place  of  deposite  for  books  and  papers  not  connected  with  the  current 
business,  was  kept  locked,  and  had  not  been  opened  for  some  time.  The 
three  rooms  first  described  were  occupied  by  myself  and  clerks. 

On  Saturday,  the  day  having  been  mild$  the  fires  were  all  moderate, 
and  had  sunk  low.  I left  the  office  about  half  past  three  o’clock,  and 
.the  clerks  generally  from  about  three  to  four,  when  the  messenger  as 
usual  took  charge  of  the  office.  The  messenger  then  fastened  the  win- 
dows, secured  what  little  fire  remained,  and  took  all  the  usual  precau- 
tions for  the  safety  of  the  office,  and  then  locked  the  doors  of  two  of  the 
rooms  on  the  inside,  and,  passing  out  of  the  third,  locked  the  door  of  that  * 
on  the  outside,  and  placed  the  key  in  the  watchman’s  room. 

As  soon  as  I was  alarmed  by  the  fire  the  next  morning,  I dressed  my- 
self hastily,  and  proceeded  as  fast  as  possible  to  the  Treasury,  calling  by 
Mr.  Washington’s,  the  chief  clerk,  to  alarm  him.  When  I arrived,  the 
fire  was  still  up  stairs,  and  about  the  centre  of  the  building,  and  to  the 
west  of  the  centre,  but  it  was  evidently  progressing  rapidly ; 1 therefore 
gave  such  directions  and  made  such  efforts  for  the  preservation  of  the 
records,  papers,  furniture,  &c.,  as  1 thought  most  judicious. 

Mr.  Washington  and  Mr.  Moore,  the  messenger,  followed  soon  after, 
and  exerted  themselves  in  the  same  way.  Mr.  Dashiell  and  Mr.  For- 
rest arrived  somewhat  later.  Mr.  Jackson  was  not  at  the  fire : he  resides 
at  a distance  of  four  or  five  squares,  and  he  did  not  hear  of  it  till  eight 
or  nine  o’clock.  Mr.  Smith  was  sick  in  bed. 

The  exertions  made  by  some  of  the  persons,  after  my  arrival  on  the 
ground,  to  save  the  property,  were  very  great,  and  as  successful,  1 think, 
as  could  have  been  expected  : of  this  fact,  the  large  quantity  of  papers, 
documents,  books,  furniture,  &c.,  removed  from  the  building  during  the 
short  time  after  the  fire  was  discovered,  that  it  could  be  entered  for  this 
purpose,  is  the  best  evidence.  In  particular,  I observed  ten  or  a dozen 
persons  in  the  Comptroller’s  apartments,  in  the  second  story,  who  con- 
tinued actively  employed  after  their  situation  became  dangerous,  and 
who  did  not  descend  the  ladder  placed  against  one  of  the  windows  for 
them,  until  repeatedly  admonished  by  the  crowd  below,  and  until  the  lire 
from  the  roof  and  garret  had  begun  to  fall  in  about  them.  The  names  of 
all  these  persons  1 have  not  learned,  or  it  would  give  me  much  pleasure 
to  mention  them  : two  of  them  were  the  younger  sons  of  Mr.  Dickins, 
the  chief  clerk  of  your  department. 

All  the  articles,  the  records,  papers,  furniture,  &c.,  in  my  lower  rooms, 
were  removed  some  time  before  the  fire  reached  them.  Those  in  the  gar- 
ret room  were  entirely  destroyed.  The  lower  rooms  contained  all  the 
papers  that  relate  to  the  transactions  of  the  office  since  1st  June,  1829, 
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and  the  records  of  the  Treasurer’s  quarterly  accounts  for  several  years 
prior  to  that  time,  and  the  records  of  payments  into  the  Treasury  by 
collectors  and  receivers  of  public  money  since  1816.  The  room  in  the 
garret  contained  all  the  books  and  papers  relating  to  the  transactions  of 
the  office  prior  to  1st  June,  1829,  with  the  exceptions  just  stated. 

As  soon  in  the  morning  of  the  fire  as  it  was  sufficiently  light,  the  per- 
sons connected  with  this  office  employed  themselves  in  collecting  the 
furniture,  books,  &c.,  that  had,  in  the  confusion,  been  removed  to  different 
places,  which  were  soon  afterwards  removed  to  my  dwelling-house  for 
safety.  On  Monday  they  were  removed  to  the  building  now  occupied, 
and  on  Tuesday  the  business  of  the  office  recommenced.  Although  none  of 
the  furniture  below  was  destroyed  by  the  fire,  it  has  of  course  been  injured 
in  the  different  removals,'  and  some  articles  are  missing.,  All  the  records 
described  as  being  in  the  lower  rooms  are  safe,  and  are  now  arranged  in 
order  for  use,  and  all  the  papers  with  but  a few  inconsiderable  exceptions. 

In  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  I can  offer  no  conjecture  : but,  for 
the  future,  it  should,  I think,  prove  a lasting  warning  to  the  Government 
to  trust  its  public  archives  and  documents  in  no  building  that  is  not  per- 
fectly fireproof,  and  to  adopt  every  other  precaution  that  may  be. practi- 
cable, by  the  organization  of  an  efficient  night  watch,  and  otherwise,  for 
their  protection.  Much  inconvenience  will  doubtless  arise  from  the  loss 
of  the  papers  that  have  been  destroyed ; but  had  the  fire  originated  in 
one  of  the  lower  rooms,  and  made  such  progress  before  discovery  as  to 
involve  the  destruction  of  the  accounts  and  records  in  the  lower  as  well 
' as  the  upper  rooms,  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  loss  would  have 
been  incalculable. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL,  Treas.  U.  S. 

Hon.  Louis  McLane, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department, 

Register’s  Office , April  6,  1833. 

Sir  : In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I submit  the 
following  report : 

As  far  as  I have  been  able  to  collect  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the 
late  conflagration  of  the  Treasury  building,  it  seems  that  the  fire  was  dis- 
covered between  half  past  two  and  three  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning, 
and  at  that  time  w?as  confined  to  a part  of  the  north  froht  of  the  second 
story. 

The  great  mass  of  combustible  material  composing  .the  building,  and 
with  which  the  rooms  were  filled,  caused  the  fire  to  be  rapid  in  its  pro- 
gress, and  formidable  against  all  the  efforts  to  arrest  it. 

Such  was  the  imperfect  organization  of  the  fire  companies,  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  supply  of  water,  and  a want  of  concert  in  the  movements  of 
the  persons  present,  it  was  immediately  discovered  that  the  total  de- 
struction of  the  building  was  inevitable. 

Every  effort  was  then  directed  to  the  rescue  of  the  books,  papers,  fur- 
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niture,  &c.  To  the  great  and  commendable  exertions  of  the  clerks  at- 
tached to  this  office,  aided  by  many  of  the  citizens,  are  we  indebted  for 
the  gratifying  result  in  the  rescue  and  security  of  the  important  records, 
papers,  &c.  belonging  to  this  office. 

The  records  and  papers  belonging  to  this  office  relate  in  general  to 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Government,  to  the  public  debt,  and 
to  the  tonnage,  commerce,,  and  navigation  of  the  United  States.  Under 
the  first  head  may  be  stated  the  books,  reports,  statements,  and  abstracts 
of  duties  arising  from  imports,  the  proceeds  of  public  lands,  and  all  other 
incidental  receipts.  The  records  connected  with  this  division  are  pre- 
served ; also,  all  the  reports  and  statements,  and  the  abstracts  connected 
with  the  revenue  accounts  settled  subsequently  to  the  year  1825:  these 
are  now  partially,  and  will,  in  a short  time,  be  fully  arranged  in  one 
of  the  fireproof  rooms.  The  vouchers  to  the  internal  revenue  ac- 
counts, and  the  accounts  settled  by  the  accountants  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  prior  to  1817,  being  in  the  garret,  are  lost.  It  is  believed  that 
these  were  but  of  little  value,  and  that  no  essential  detriment  can  ensue 
from  their  loss.  The  abstracts  connected  with  the  Post  Office  accounts 
prior  to  the  1st  July,  1828,  were  mostly  destroyed  : they  were  in  large 
boxes,  placed  in  the  cellar.  No  effort  was  made  for  their  removal  until*' 
the  more  valuable  papers  weie  placed  out  of  danger;  it  was  then  found 
too  late  to  effect  the  removal  of  more  than  a few  boxes.  But  very  small 
inconvenience  can  attend  the  loss  of  these  papers.  The  records  of  the 
expenditures  exhibit  the  payments  made  under  each  specific  head  of 
appropriations  for  the  several  departments  ; and  for  expenditures  of  a 
civil,  diplomatic,  or  miscellaneous  character,  personal  accounts  are  open- 
ed in  the  books,  and  the  statements  and  vouchers  are,  upon  settlement, 
filed  in  this  office.  These  records,  including  the  day  books,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Government,  and,  it  is  confidently  believ- 
ed, every  account,  amounting  to  upwards  of  forty  thousand,  are  preserved  : 
they  have  not  as  yet  been  fully  arranged.  All  the  revolutionary  records 
which  were  in  the  Treasury  before  the  fire,  are  also  preserved.  The 
stock  records,  including  the  receipts  for  dividends  of  interest  and  princi- 
pal, taken  at  the  Treasury  and  loan  offices,  subsequently  to  the  year 
1814,  with  the  exception  of  several  small  parcels  which  were  filed  in  the 
garret,  have  been  saved ; also,  the  records  of  the  tonnage,  commerce, 
and  navigation,  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

The  office  furniture,  with  the  exception  of  fixtures,  is  almost  entirely 
saved,  and  but  little  injured.  In  the  store  room  of  the  garret  had  lately 
been  placed  a number  of  blanks  for  ship  registers,  and  lists  of  crews, 
recently  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  collectors  of  the  customs ; these 
were  lost,  with  a quantity  of  paper,  worth  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

We  have  satisfactory  reason  to  believe  that  the  contents  of  all  the 
rooms  that  were  occupied  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  ol  this  office 
have  been  saved.  The  loss  will  be  confined  to  the  garret  and  the  cellar, 
which  were  merely  places  of  depositc  for  the  papers  of  the  least  value. 

The  most  assiduous  exertions  are  now  making  to  assort  and  arrange 
the  papers  in  their  appropriate  order. 

Considering  the  great  magnitude  and  value  of  the  official  records  and 
papers  in  this  office,  it  is  cause  of  much  gratulation  that  they  have  near- 
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ly  all  been  saved,  and  that  we  can  anticipate  no  serious  public  detriment 
from  the  loss  of  those  consumed. 

We  are  again  admonished,  by  the  late  destructive  fire,  of  the  insecurity 
of  such  buildings  as  are  used  here  for  the  preservation  of  the  valuable 
records,  books,  papers,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Government.  So  much  of 
the  public  and  individual  interest  is  involved  in  the  entire  security  of 
documents,  records,  and  other  evidences  of  Government  transactions, 
that  they  should  be  placed  as  far  beyond  the  reach  of  casualty  as  practi- 
cable. To  effect  this  desirable  object,  there  is  but  one  effectual  plan  ; 
and  that  is,  to  have  substantial,  fireproof  buildings.  The  advantage  of 
such  buildings  is  universally  admitted.  The  resources  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  amply  justify  the  expense,  and  the  economy  of  public  treasure 
will  be  ultimately  obtained  by  it. 

1  beg  leave  here  to  suggest  a plan  for  the  better  security  of  the  public 
buildings  in  this  city.  By  a late  decision  of  the  courts  of  this  District,  the 
clerks  in  the  public  offices  are  declared  to  be  exempt  from  militia  duty. 
There  are  several  hundred  clerks  in  the  various  offices  here.  I would 
suggest  that  a plan  be  devised  for  the  organization  of  as  many  fire  and 
hose  companies  as  can  be  formed  from  this  material,  (exempting  such  of 
tfre  clerks  as  are  too  far  advanced  in  age  to  be  efficient,)  and  that  they 
be  provided  and  disciplined  after  the  system  of  similar  companies  in  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New  York. 

Such  an  organization  would  afford,  within  its  own  means,  a great  pub- 
lic security ; and  that  esprit  du  corps  which  marks  such  companies  in  our 
/large  cities  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  for  the  protection  of  private 
property,  would,  it  is  presumed,  be  found  with  the  public  officers  in  this 
District. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 

Hon.  Louis  McLane, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


The  oath  administered  to  the  witnesses,  on  the  31st  March,  1833,  and 
the  following  days,  was  in  this  form : 

“ The  evidence  which  you  shall  give  in  the  matter  now  under  inves- 
tigation, shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
So  help  you  God.” 

The  witnesses  were  thus  severally  sworn  and  separately  examined  ; 
and  their  testimony,  being  reduced  to  writing  by  Mr.  Washington  or  Mr. 
Ela,  was  subscribed  by  the  witnesses,  respectively,  and  certified  by  me. 

W.  CRANCH. 


List  of  depositions. 


1 Isaac  Goddard 

2 Wm.  C.  Goddard 

3 Chs.  F.  Wood  ' 

4 Abm.  Butler 

5 David  A.  Gardner 


6 Wm.  Greer 

7 R.  P.  Anderson 

8 F.  R.  Dorsett 

9 Jas.  Cummings 
10  B.  J.  Miller 
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11  B.  F.  Peasants 

12  Andrew  M.  Laub 

13  Horace  E.  Wolf 

14  Thos.  W.  Dickins 

15  Wm.  T.  Read 

16  Sami.  Handy 

17  Wm.  Archer 

IS  Thos.  R.  Gedney 

19  Asbury  Dickins 
(Letter  from  Dr.  Huntt) 

20  Chs.  Pryse 

21  Westol  M.  Hone 

22  Wm.  M.  Stewart 

23  John  R.  Clay 

24  Jas.  W.  Shields 

25  Chs.  Lyons 

26  Danl.  Boyd 

27  Geo.  Crandell 

28  Nich.  Call  an 

29  Philo  Hale 

30  E.  H.  Cummings 

31  Jas.  H.  Causten 

32  SamL  C.  Potter 

33  Jno.  N.  Love  joy,  jr. 


34  Thos.  Scrivener 

35  Richard  Stewart 

36  Wm.  Archer 

37  F.  R.  Dorsett 
3S  J.  L.  Anthony 

39  Wm.  Thompson 

40  Chs.  L.  Coltman 

41  Wm.  Morton 

42  J.  D.  Freeland 

43  Jno.  P.  Pepper 

44  Jacob  Hines 

45  Chs.  Petit 

46  Isaac  Goddard 

47  David  Brearley 

48  Alex.  McDonald 

49  James  Moore 

50  Chs.  B.  Davis 

51  Jos.  Lovell 

52  Wm.  C.  Goddard 

53  S.  M.  McKean 

54  John  Woodside 

55  Asbury  Dickins 

56  F.  A.  Dickins 

57  Isaac  Goddard. 


No.  1. 

Isaac  Goddard,  aged  twenty  years,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith  that  he  was  appointed  to  act,  on  Saturday  evening,  as  the  guard  in 
the  Treasury  building,  the  regular  guard  being  absent  owing  to  sickness, 
and  he  being  an  assistant  laborer  in  the  department ; that  he  was  direct- 
ed so  to  act  by  Mr.  Laub,  the  superintendent,  through  the  brother  ol  the 
witness  He  was  at  the  department  from  about  six  o’clock  P.  M. ; wav 
UD  until  about  ten  o’clock ; then  passed  through  the  different  rooms,  and 
i„id  down  for  the  night.  He  looked  into  Mr.  Laub  s and  Mr.  Dickins  s 
rooms  • there  were  fires  in  both,  Mr.  Dickins  having  been  expected  in 
the  evening.  The  fires  were  of  Lehigh  coal.  His  usual  way  ol  se- 
curing the  fires  was  by  putting  a sheet  iron  blower  before  the  fire,  resting 
on  the  nans.  The  fires  were  secured  in  this  way.  In  Mr.  Dickins  s 
room  there  was  a marble  mantel.  In  Mr.  Laub’s  room  there  was  no  man- 
tel the  grate  being  fixed  in  a plain  wall,  and  both  grates  were  fixed  to 
the  same8 chimney.  The  fires,  he  thinks,  had  sunk  below  the  upper  bars 
of  the  grates  at  that  time.  There  were  carpets  in  both  rooms.  Mr. 
Cox  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  Register’s  office,  was  m the  building  in  the 
evening,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Smith,  the  Register,  but  neither  went  up 
stairs  Both  these  gentlemen  left  the  department  about  half  past  six, 
when  witness  locked  the  doors.  Mr.  Anthony  remained  m the  building 
until  late,  and  left  it  after  Mr.  Cox,  and  before  Mr.  Smith.  No  other 
person  was  in  the  building  until  he  was  awakened  by  Mr.  Butler.  Be- 
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fore  lying  down,  he  carefully  examined  all  the  outer  doors,  and  saw  that 
they  were  locked,  as  well  as  the  door  leading  to  the  cellar,  the  key  of 
which  he  took  out  of  the  lock.  Theie  were  inside  close  shutters  to  all 
the  'windows  ot  the  lower  story  oi  the  building,  which  were  generally 
fastened  by  bars  by  the  messengers  before  they  left  the  building.  He 
thinks,  however,  that  there  were  no  such  inside  shutters  to  (he  three 
rooms  occupied  by  the  Register  and  his  clerks,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
building.  It  there  were,  they  w ere  not  generally  closed  ; but  there  were 
outside  V pnetian  shutters  to  those  rooms,  which  w'ere  generally  fastened 
by  hooks.  On  the  evening  preceding  the  fire  he  went  into  all  the  rooms, 
and  does  not  recollect  of  seeing  any  of  the  shutters  which  were  not  fas- 
tened, but  cannot  say  positively  that  they  w'ere  all  fastened.  He  thinks 
theie  were  no  fastenings  to  prevent  the  sashes  from  being  raised.  He 
slept  until  he  was  awakened  by  Mr.  Butler,  by  means  of  rattling  at  the 
north  door.  He  slept  in  a room  on  the  first  floor,  on  the  south  side  of 
t ie  building,  and  next  east  of  the  south  door,  and  has  been  employed 
about  the  department  since  about  last  October  a year. 

The  northwest  room  on  the  second  story,  and  the  room  next  east  of  it, 
w eie  occupied  by  Mr.  McLane,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; the 
room  next  east  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Dickins,  chief  clerk  of  the  depart- 
ment ; the  room  next  east  by  Mr.  Laub  ; and  the  room  next  east  of  that 
by  Mr.  Read.  There  was  a partition  across  the  western  passage  on  the 
second  story,  in  which  partition  was  a door.  Mr.  Read’s  room  was  in 
the  north  projection  of  the  building,  and  the  door  of  his  room  w7as  out- 
side of  the  partition  before  mentioned.  The  doors  of  the  other  rooms 
before  mentioned  opened  within  that  part  of  the  western  passage  which 
was  enclosed  by  the  said  partition,  and  all  these  rooms  communicated  di- 
rectly with  each  other  by  doors.  As  soon  as  witness  wras  alarmed,  he 
ran  up  stairs  and  endeavored  to  get  into  the  passage,  but,  on  opening  the 
dooi,  found  it  so  lull  of  smoke  that  he  wras  obliged  to  close  it  again.  He 
did  not  see  any  flame  or  fire  in  the  passage  at  that  time  ; the  smoke  was 
very  thick.  He  then  went  into  Mr.  Read’s  room,  and  soon  after  the 
dooi  between  that  and  Mr.  Laub’s  room  fell  in,  Mr.  Read’s  room  not  be- 
ing on  fire  at  that  time.  No  fresh  coal  w-as  put  on  any  of  the  fires  after 
thiee  o clociv,  except  Mr.  Dickins’ 5 this  was  done,  as  Mr.  Dickins  was 
expected  to  return  in  the  evening.  Common  pans  were  attached  to  the 
grates.  There  were  no  candles  or  lamps  burning  in  the  rooms  when 
witness  passed  through  them  about  ten  o’clock  P.  M.  When  alarmed  by 
the  fire,  was  followed  up  stairs  by  some  person,  believed  to  be  Mr.  But- 
ler, and  perhaps  others.  Being  asked  if  he  knew  of  any  circumstances 
to  induce  a suspicion  that  the  fire  was  intentionally  communicated,  wit- 
ness states  that  he  does  not,  but  believes  it  to  have  been  accidental. 

ISAAC  GODDARD. 


Swmrn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  31st  of  March 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


Isaac  Goddard,  being  again  called,  states  that  it  is  the  practice,  after 
business  hours  in  the  Treasury,  to  lock  the  doors  of  the  rooms  on  the 
lowTer  story,  and  leave  the  keys  in  them,  except  the  rooms  of  the  Trea- 
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surer’s  office;  from  these  the  keys  are  taken  out,  and  left  in  the  watch- 
man’s room.  In  the  second  story  the  rooms  are  not  locked.  When  he 
went  through  these  rooms  about  ten  o’clock  to  see  that  all  was  safe,  the 
doors  were  not  locked,  and  he  left  them  so.  Thinks,  at  this  time,  the 
fire  in  the  stove  in  the  passage  was  out,  or  nearly  out.  The  communi- 
cating doors  between  the  ranges  of  rooms  were  not  locked  in  either  of 
the  stories,  excepting  the  door  between  Mr.  Nourse’s  and  the  Register’s 
rooms,  which  was  locked,  and  the  key  left  in  a draw  in  Mr.  Nourse’s 
room.  About  four  o’clock  P.  M.  he  went  into  the  attic  story,  and  sawr 
that  the  fires  were  extinguished  in  the  fireplaces  in  the  room  occupied 
by  Mr.  Potter  and  Mr.  Mountz,  which  was  the  only  room  in  which  there 
had  been  a fire  that  day  in  that  story. 

ISAAC  GODDARD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


No.  2. 

Wm.  C.  Goddard,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,that  he  is  em- 
ployed as  a laborer  at  the  Treasury  Department,  and  in  charge  of  the 
building  after  the  messengers  leave  it,  after  office  hours,  and  before  the 
watchmen  arrive  for  attendance  at  night.  Mr.  Watson,  whose  turn  it 
was  to  act  last  night  as  watchman,  being  sick,  he  was  requested  to  attend 
in  his  place  ; but  being  himself  too  unwell,  Mr.  Laub,  the  superintend- 
ent, requested  him  to  direct  his  brother  to  stay,  which  he  did.  The 
practice  is  for  the  watchmen  who  attend  in  the  Treasury  to  sleep  from 
ten  o’clock.  After  the  alarm  of  fire,  he  got  to  the  building  about  half 
past  three.  Mr.  Dickins’s  and  Mr.  Laub’s  rooms  then  appeared  to  be 
pretty  well  burnt,  and  the  fire  was  beginning  to  break  through  the  roof ; 
a number  of  persons  were  there  before  him.  The  practice  referred  to 
has  prevailed  ever  since  he  has  been  in  the  department,  which  is  about 
three  vears. 

W.  C.  GODDARD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  March  31st,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  3. 

Charles  F.  Wood,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  is  a 
watchman  in  the  State  Department,  and  was  on  duty  last  night ; went 
upon  duty  about  sundown.  Witness  was  occasionally  out  in  the  yard  in 
the  evening,  it  being  unusually  noisy  in  the  streets,  and  was  last  out  about 
eleven  o’clock  ; then  walked  round  and  took  a view  of  the  two  depart- 
ments; saw  no  light  in  the  Treasury,  except  the  light  from  the  passage 
lamp  upon  the  first  floor.  His  first  intimation  of  fire  was  from  an  alarm 
in  the  streets  about  half  past  two.  He  then  went  to  the  door,  and  saw 
the  room  said  to  be  Mr.  Laub’s  room  enveloped  in  llames,  and  the  fire 
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breaking  through  the  roof.  There  was  some  light  in  Mr.  Dickins’s  room, 
but  it  seemed  to  proceed  from  Mr.  Laub’s  through  the  communicating 
door  ; thinks  the  fire  could  not  have  been  from  the  first  floor;  did  not  go 
into  the  building  ; few  persons  being  assembling,  his  first  design  was  to 
go  and  ring  the  church  bell,  but  afterwards  thought  it  best  to  remain  and 
take  care  of  the  building  in  his  charge.  When  he  first  saw  the  fire,  the 
glass  in  the  windows  of  Mr.  Laub’s  room  was  not  broken  but  was  break- 
ing ; but  the  glass  in  Mr.  Dickins’s  room  was  not  broken  until  some  time 
after.  When  first  seen,  a dense  smoke  was  issuing  through  the  cracks  of 
the  cornice  ; cannot  say  in  what  part  of  the  room  the  fire  originated* 
whether  from  the  floor  or  elsewhere.  When  he  first  saw  it,  the  whole 
room  was  on  fire,  and  the  ceiling  joists  soon  after  gave  way,  and  some 
considerable  time  before  the  floor.  That  part  of  the  roof  of  the  building 
and  the  ceiling  of  Mr.  Laub’s  room  gave  way  about  the  same  time;  but 
whilst  this  room  was  filled  writh  flame,  there  wyas  no  light  in  the  dormer- 
window  immediately  above. 

CHARLES  F.  WOOD. 

Sw’orn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  31st  of  March, 
1833.  W.  C RANCH. 


No.  4. 


Abraham  Butler,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  resides 
a few  doors  from  the  Treasury  building,  and  heard  the  alarm  of  fire  about 
half  past  twro  o’clock ; that  he  wrent  immediately  to  the  east  door  of  the 
building,  and  found  it  fast.  He  knocked  pretty  loud,  and  then  w ent  to 
the  north  door,  which  was  opened  by  a young  man  by  the  name  of  God- 
dard. Witness  wras  accompanied  by  his  step-son  and  some  others.  As 
he  approached  the  north  door,  he  sawr  the  fire  in  the  room  immediately 
west  of  the  north  projection;  the  glass  was  cracking;  cannot  say  in 
what  part  of  the  room  the  fire  comnjenced.  It  w as  apparently  rising  from 
the  floor  towards  the  ceiling ; but  his  impression  rather  is,  that  it  origi- 
nated in  the  lowrer  part  of  the  room.  Was  the  first  to  get  to  the  Trea- 
sury, but  heard  the  alarm  before  he  left  his  house.  Had  passed  by  the 
Treasury  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before,  but  saw  no  light ; passed 
from  the  north  to  the  south  side  of  the  building,  and  should  have  seen 
the  light  had  there  been  any  on  either  si(le.  Sawr  no  one  near  the  build- 
ing when,  he  arrived,  but  the  young  man  before  mentioned,  w7ho  had  just 
been  awakened,  and  was  evidently  much  alarmed.  The  fire  was  then  just 
visible  on  the  roof,  probably  communicated  through  the  window's  by 
means  of  the  wmoden  cornice.  It  wras  some  time,  half  an  hour  or  more 
after  witness  arrived,  before  the  roof  began  to  give  way.  Saw  no  fire  at 
all  on  the  lowrer  floor  when  he  got  there. 

ABRAHAM  BUTLER- 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  31st  of  March-, 
1833. 

W.  CRANCH- 


2 


18 


[ Doc.  No.  22.  ] 

No.  5. 


David  A.  Gardner,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  saw  the 
fire  in  the  Treasury  building,  he  thinks,  between  about  half  past  two  and 
three  o’clock  this  morning.  Saw  a light  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  build- 
ing, which  window  was  the  westerly  window  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Laub, 
next  west  of  the  north  projection  ; the  other  window  being  hid  from  his 
view  by  the  said  projection.  That  he  saw  no  light  in  either  of  the  other 
windows  of  that  story  at  that  time  ; he  had  then  heard  but  little,  if  any,  cry 
of  fire.  Was  kept  up  by  indisposition,  and  was  admonished  that  he  was 
too  unwell  to  go  out,  but  could  not  think  of  suffering  a public  building  to 
be  lost  when  his  efforts  might  save  it.  Went  to  the  building,  followed 
by  his  apprentices  ; endeavored  to  form  a line  to  pass  water,  and  then 
set  about  getting  out  the  books  and  papers.  When  he  got  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  between  that  and  the  State  Department,  the  fire  was  pretty 
general  in  the  room  before  mentioned,  and  wTas  getting  into  the  next,  and 
beginning  to  make  its  way  through  the  roof. 

Witness  understands  this  room  was  lined  with  wooden  cases,  the  in- 
tense heat  arising  from  which  must  have  communicated  fire  to  the  laths 
and  the  ceiling  joists.  Thinks  he  got  to  the  building  about  fifteen 
minutes  after  he  first  saw  the  fire. 

DAVID  A.  GARDNER. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  31st  of  March, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


No.  G. 

William  Greer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  as  he  was 
coming  up  to  Dr.  Huntt’s,  about  half  past  two  o’clock  this  morning,  he 
heard  a cry  of  fire  ; and  when  he  came  up  15th  street,  about  halfway 
between  the  Treasury  and  State  Departments,  and  about  the  middle  of  the 
street,  he  saw  the  fire,  which  seemed  to  be  in  the  garret ; the  fire  was  just 
breaking  through  the  roof  near  the  cornice,  but  saw  no  light  in  the  win- 
dows. There  were  few  persons  near  the  building;  two  at  the  north 
door.  He  staid  but  a minute,  and  went  to  Dr.  Huntt’s,  and  thence  to  Mr. 
Dickins’,  the  chief  clerk,  to  alarm  him.  The  fire  seemed  to  be  in  the 
room  next  west  of  the  north  projection.  Was,  he  thinks,  about  12th 
street  when  he  heard  the  alarm  ; the  alarm,  he  understands,  was  given 
by  Wm.  Elliot,  Win.  P.  Greer,  and  Alfred  Wheat.  Thinks  he  was  not 
in  a position  to  see  the  windows  of  the  room  next  the  projection  ; his 
short  stay  at  the  Treasury  was  owing  to  the  sickness  of  a daughter,  for 
whom  he  had  come  out  to  obtain  the  attendance  of  a physician. 

. WILLIAM  GREER. 


Affirmed  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  31st  of  March, 
1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 
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No.  7. 


Robert  P.  Anderson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he 
heard  the  alarm  of  fire,  and  got  up  a little  before  three  o’clock.  He  lives 
two  squares  distant  from  the  Treasury  ; found  the  fire  coming  out  of  the 
two  windows  ol  the  room  next  west  o(  the  north  projection  ; went  up 
stairs  into  the  passage  near  this  room,  and  soon  after  his  return  heard  the 
ceiling  ot  one  of  the  rooms  fall.  Thinks  the  roof  caught  from  the  flame 
that  issued  through  the  windows.  Got  a ladder,  and  went  up  into  Mr. 
Francis  Dickins’s  room,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  passage  from  the 
loom  beloie  mentioned,  and  assisted  in  getting  out  the  books  and  papers* 
When  he  first  went  up,  he  looked  into  Mr.  Read’s  room,  and  saw  the 
fire  in  Mr.  Laub’s  room ; the  glass  in  the  windows  of  Mr.  Laub’s  room 
was  broken,  and  the  volume  of  flame  and  smoke  issuing  therefrom  was 
immense. 


Sworn  and  subscribed 
March,  1833. 


R.  P.  ANDERSON. 

by  the  w itness,  before  me,  this  31st  day  of 

W.  CRANCH. 


' No.  8. 

Fielder  R.  Dorsett,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  his  re- 
sidence is  in  a northeast  direction  from  the  Treasury  building,  Avhere  he 
saw  the  light  from  the  fire  in  it  this  morning.  When  he  opened  his  win- 
dows and  looked  out,  he  saw  the  light  in  the  windows  of  the  room  imme- 
diately west  of  the  north  projection.  When  he  got  in  front  of  the  fire, 
there  being  then  no  others  near,  lie  thought  the  fire  had  originated  in  the 
garret,  but,  from  subsequent  examination,  has  reason  to  think  that  it  was 
communicated  from  the  flue  of  the  chimney  to  the  ceiling  joists.  There 
was  more  appearance  of  fire  at  the  upper  part  of  the  windows  than  the 
lower.  Saw  no  light  in  any  other  windows  of  that  floor.  Saw  the  flame 
puffing  out  from  under  the  eaves  of  the  roof  before  the  windows  were 
broken.  This  was  about  half  past  two  o’clock:  the  bell  had  not  then 
rung,  but  the  north  door  was  ajar,  as  if  some  one  had  gone  in. 

F.  R,  DORSETT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  31st  March, 
1833.  ’ 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  9. 

James  Cummings,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  being  awake 
when  an  alarm  was  given  by  a single  voice,  he  immediately  hurried  to 
the  Treasury  building.  When  he  arrived  there, he  found  only  Mr.  Butler 
and  a watchman  outside.  The  fire  was  then  blazing  through  both  the  win- 
dows of  the  first  room  west  of  the  projection,  in  the  second  story.  Ob- 
served no  light  in  the  windows  of  the  next  room.  There  was  none  in 
the  dormer  windows  above.  The  roof  was  not  then  on  fire.  The  fire 
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burst  out  with  force,  as  though  it  were  driven  through  by  the  wind. 
Opened  the  passage  door  above  stairs,  but  could  not  go  in  owing  to  the 
smoke.  The  fire,  he  believes,  had  not  then  broken  into  the  passage. 
Then  broke  open  the  door  of  Read’s  room,  adjoining  Mr.  Laub’s,  but 
found  no  fire  in  it:  took  the  things  out  of  Read’s  room.  Thinks  he 
made  three  trips  into  that  room  before  the  fire  broke  into  it. 

JAMES  CUMMINGS. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


No.  10. 

B.  J.  Miller,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  arrived  at 
the  Treasury  at  half  past  two  in  the  morning  of  Sunday,  and  saw  a few 
persons  coming  out  with  books  and  papers;  the  fire  appeared  to  be  in  the 
room  next  west  of  the  north  projection,  on  the  second  floor.  The  fire 
appeared  stronger  in  the  western  window,  but  had  not  burst  through. 
Then  observed  no  light  in  the  dormer  window,  but  soon  after  the  tire 
broke  through  the  roof.  Thinks,  from  the  appearance  of  the  fire,  that  it 
must  have  originated  from  the  lower  part  of  the  room,  and  the  side 
w'here  the  fireplace  was.  The  fire  broke  through  the  windows  of  the 
room  referred  to  before  it  appeared  on  the  roof,  and  probably  was  in  this 
way  communicated  to  it,  though  witness’s  impression  at  the  time  was 
that  it  had  broken  through  the  roof. 

B.  J.  MILLER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  1 1 . 

B.  F.  Pleasants,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  was  at 
the  Treasury  building  at  a pretty  early  stage  of  the  fire  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing. When  he  arrived  the  file  had,  he  thinks,  burst  through  the  roof, 
the  light  being  very  vivid  in  the  upper  part  of  the  building.  The  volume 
of  flame  seemed  to  be  confined  to  the  room  next  west  of  the  north  pro- 
jection, and  the  fire  had  either  burnt  through  the  roof  or  through  the 
windows,  and  in  this  way  communicated  to  the  roof:  he  is  not  perfectly 
decided  which.  When  lie  left  his  home,  the  alarm  bell  was  ringing,  and 
he  found  a number  of  persons,  from  fifty  to  one  hundred,  already  arrived. 
It  was  probably  fifteen  minutes  after  bis  arrival  before  a fire  engine  ar- 
rived: when  it  did  arrive,  the  first  effort  to  get  water  failed  for  want  of 
sufficient  length  of  hose  ; it  then  directed  its  exertions  for  water  to 
nearer  points.  Witness’s  own  impression,  and  that  of  others,  apparently 
was,  that  the  records  were  of  the  chief  value,  and  many  turned  their 
efforts  to  their  preservation. 

B.  F.  PLEASANTS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCIL 
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No.  12. 

Andrew  M.  Laub,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  is 
the  superintendent  ot  the  Treasury  building,  and  occupied  the  room  next 
A\est  ot  the  north  projection  ; has  had  charge  of  the  building  as  superin- 
tendent since  his  appointment  by  Mr.  Ingham.  Has  given  written  in- 
structions to  the  watchmen  for  the  security  of  the  building ; thinks  the 
watchmen  were  not  directed  to  remain  awake  all  night,  and  that  it  has 
not  been  their  practice  to  do  so  at  any  time  : there  were  formerly  two 
watchmen  to  the  building,  whose  salary  was  $300  each.  Soon  after  his 
appointment,  the  duty  of  watchmen,  and  the  salary,  were  divided  be- 
tween tluee  assistant  messengers  and  a laborer,  and  the  two  watchmen 
emplojed  on  that  separate  duty  discontinued.  One  at  a time  continued 
to  watch  each  night,  as  they  had  done  before.  A copy  of  his  written  in- 
structions referred  to  he  now  exhibits,  marked  A.  ' The  rooms  were 
eft  open,  as  he  thinks,  by  direction,  or  with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Ing- 
ham,  in  order  that  the  watchmen  might  have  access  to  them  during  the 
night,  tor  the  purpose  of  examination  and  security.  Witness  left  his  room 
rJ-  i 6 Treasury  about  three  o’clock  on  Saturday,  and  left  Mr!  Thomas 
Hickins  and  Mr.  Wolf  there,  who  write  in  the  room  with  him.  The 
fire  was  not  unusually  large.  Witness’s  room  contained  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  office,  including  the  letters  received  at  the  office  from 
about  the  year  1825;  the  books  and  papers  of  the  same  character  prior  to 
that  time  being  kept  in  the  garret,  in  the  room  occupied  by  Messrs.  Potter 
and  Mountz.  The  room  immediately  over  witness’s  was  not  occupied, 
as  he  believes,  nor  any  other  in  the  garret,  except  the  centre  room  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  building,  and  there  were,  of  course,  no  fires  but  in  this 
room.  itness  is  also  the  disbursing  officer  of  the  Secretary’s  office,  and 
foi  the  building,  and,  as  such,  wished  to  state  the  following  facts  : A por- 
tion of  his  books  and  vouchers,  as  such  agent,  wrere  in  his  room,  and  the 
lesulue  at  his  house.  Witness  had  received  written  directions  on  Fri- 
.a')0ut  two  0’cl°ck,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  hand  over 
all  his  vouchers,  check  books,  and  other  papers  belonging  to  his  agency, 
on  Saturday  morning,  which  would  have  been  done  as  directed,  but  wras 
a few  minutes  afterwards  directed  to  go  on  and  settle  his  accounts  for  the 
1st  of  April.  Mr.  Dickins  directed  him  to  use  all  his  time,  on  Saturday, 
in  the  preparation  of  his  accounts  for  the  Secretary’s  inspection  on  Mon- 
day morning.  That  portion  of  his  vouchers  and  books  which  he  had  at 
home  w'ere  brought  down  to  the  office.  When  called  on,  on  Friday,  for 
his  check  book,  by  the  Secretary,  it  was  exibited  to  him,  and  again  re- 
turnee to  w itness  on  same  day.  Witness’s  residence  is  about  a mile  and 
a hall  from  the  Treasury,  on  the  heights  northwest  from  it.  Brought  in 
his  papers  with  him  to  the  office  on  Saturday  morning,  and  sent  same  day 
to  his  house  ( where  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  them,  and  where, 
owing  to  the  pressure  of  business  at  the  office,  he  generally  attended  to 
the  preparation  ol  his  accounts)  for  his  records,  having  been  directed  by 
the  chief  clerk  to  devote  all  his  time  to  the  preparation  of  his  accounts, 
as  the  Secretary  wished  them  to  be  submitted  to  his  inspection  on  Mon- 
day. All  his  books  and  papers,  as  a disbursing  officer,  and  relating  to 
nis  unsettled  accounts,  were  accordingly  in  his  room  at  the  time  it  w'as 
burnt.  \V itness,  as  superintendent,  had  directed  Isaac  Goddard  to  at- 
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tend  in  the  building  as  watchman  on  the  night  of  the  fire,  in  consequence 
of  the  sickness  of  the  watchman  whose  turn  it  was  to  serve,  said  God- 
dard having  frequently  served  hi  the  same  capacity  before.  Witness  was 
not  at  the  fire,  having  heard  nothing  of  it  till  ten  o’clock  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, when  he  was  informed  of  it  by  Mr.  Watson  and  Isaac  Goddard  at  the 
moment  he  was  preparing  to  leave  home  to  go  to  the  Treasury,  in  order  to  be 
ready  with  his  accounts  as  directed.  Has  been  several  years  in  the  de- 
partment, having  been  appointed  a temporary  clerk  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
and  appointed  permanently  by  Mr.  Rush,  and  served  some  time  as  a 
clerk  before  his  appointment  as  superintendent,  or  as  disbursing  officer. 
The  general  use  of  coal  was  introduced  into  the  Treasury  by  Mr.  Ingham, 
with  a view  to  its  greater  safety,  and  still  continues  in  all  the  rooms  ex- 
cept those  of  the  Comptroller  and  Treasurer,  who,  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  their  health,  were  permitted  to  use  wood.  i 

AND’W  M.  LAUB. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


Being  again  called,  and  asked  if  he  had  prepared  a rough  memorandum 
of  the  state  of  his  accounts,  and  the  purport  of  it,  witness  states  that  he 
had,  for  his  own  satisfaction,  on  the  intimation  given  to  him  by  the  Secre- 
tary, made  a rough  statement  in  pencil ; and  being  asked  to  state  the  result 
of  this  rough  estimate,  the  witness  declines  answering  the  question, -con- 
sidering that  all  the  testimony  that  he  has  given  upon  the  subject  of  his 
accounts  has  been  altogether  voluntary. 

AND’W  M.  LAUB. 


Sworn 

1833. 


and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April, 

W.  CRANCIl. 


Mr.  Laub,  being  again  called,  states,  that  when  he  left  his  room,  on 
Saturday,  he  went  into  Mr.  Anthony’s  room,  where  he  remained  about, 
half  an  hour;  being  asked  whither  he  went  from  this  room,  and  when  he 
left  the  city  for  his  home,  witness  declined  answering  these  questions ; 
considering  that,  as  these  questions  have  not  been  put  to  other  witnesses, 
he  is  not  bound  to  answer  them.  States  that  he  was  not  employed  on 
his  accounts,  as  superintendent,  after  leaving  the  office  on  Saturday,  but 
intended  to  resume  them  the  next  morning.  Had  not  been  in  the  prac- 
tice of  bringing  in  his  books  or  papers  to  the  office  from  his  house,  to  set- 
tle these  accounts,  but  did  it  on  the  present  occasion  for  the  reasons  as- 
signed in  the  former  part  of  his  deposition.  Being  asked,  if  the  questions 
refused  to  be  answered  are  put  to  other  witnesses,  if  he  will  answer  the 
said  questiems,  witness  declines  answering  any  questions  of  the  kind  be- 
fore put  to  him,  as  to  where  he  was  after  leaving  the  office  on  Saturday, 
for  the  reasons  before  stated.  States  that  all  (he  time  he  could  spare 
from  the  current  business,  on  Saturday,  was  devoted  to  (he  preparation 
of  his  accounts.  There  were  two  books  brought  into  the  office  from  wit- 
ness’s house  hy  the  messenger,  on  Saturday,  and  the  papers  witness 
brought  in  his  pocket. 

AND’W  M.  LAUB. 

Subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  2d  of  April,  1833,  the  wit- 
ness having  been  before  sworn.  W.  CRANCH. 
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A. 

Washington,  February  1,  1830. 

Sir  : You  having  been  appointed  one  of  the  watchmen  to  the  Treasury 
building,  it  devolves  on  me  to  specify  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  said 
office,  and  to  request  a strict  compliance  with  the  following  rules  and 
regulations  : 

1.  That  you  will  be  at  the  building  on  the  nights  of  your  watch  at  sun- 
set, and  there  remain  until  sunrise. 

2.  That  each  night  of  your  watch  you  strictly  examine  the  fireplaces 
throughout  the  building,  and,  in  case  of  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
messengers  to  secure  the  fires,  you  will  make  report  thereof  to  me  ; which 
examination  must  be  made  with  a lanthorn. 

3.  That,  after  you  take  charge  of  the  building,  no  person  is  to  be  per- 
mitted to  enter,  except  the  clerks  belonging  to  the  same,  and  immediately 
after  they  depart  you  must  see  that  every  thing  in  their  rooms  is  secure. 
No  mechanics  or  laborers  can  be  allowed  to  work  after  night,  except  by 
the  special  order  of  the  superintendent. 

4.  There  being  no  appropriation  for  a Sunday  watch,  and  one  being 
considered  necessary,  it  is  required  that  the  night  watch  will  perform  that 
duty  alternately. 

Having  now  stated  your  duties,  I will  merely  remark  that  every  con- 
fidence is  placed  in  you  that  you  will  use  every  exertion  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  the  building  while  under  your  charge. 

The  six  hundred  dollars  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  watch  of  the 
Treasury  building,  having  been  divided  so  as  to  employ  four  watchmen, 
your  compensation  per  annum  will  be  $150,  and  your  turn  of  watching 
will  be  every  fourth  night.  The  watchmen  being  numbered  from  1 to  4, 
yours  is  number  3. 

I am  yours,  &c. 

AND’W.  M.  LAUB, 

Superintendent. 

Mr.  James  Watson. 


No.  13. 

Horace  E.  Wolf,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  is  a clerk 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  was  employed  in  the  same  room  with 
Mr.  Laub  ; left  his  room  on  Saturday,  he  thinks  about  three  o’clock.  The 
fire  was  then  pretty  low,  having,  indeed,  about  one  o’clock  been  obliged 
to  use  the  blower  and  to  put  on  some  fresh  coal.  Mr.  Laub  was  out  at 
the  time  witness  left  the  room,  and  he  thinks  had  left  the  office,  Mr. 
Thomas  Dickins  remaining  last  in  the  room  ; never  knew  the  coal  to  roll 
out  from  the  grate  upon  the  floor,  and  thinks,  from  the  construction  of  the 
grate  and  pan,  it  could  not  so  roll  out.  In  the  outer  passage,  and  opposite 
to  the  partition  wall,  between  witness’s  room  and  Mr.  Dickins’,  the  chiet 
clerk,  there  was  a stove  in  which  anthracite  coal  was  burnt,  and  the 
pipe  of  which  ran  up  about  a foot  and  a half  from  the  wall,  and  entered 
it,  he  thinks,  in  or  near  the  arch  over  the  door,  probably  communicated 
with  the  flue,  which  ran  through  the  partition  wall  between  the  two  rooms, 
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into  the  chimney.  The  heat  from  this  stove  frequently  made  the  walls 
very  hot.  The  room  in  which  witness  was  employed,  was  lined  with 
wooden  cases  throughout,  from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling,  excepting  only 
the  spaces  occupied  by  the  doors  and  chimney,  two  of  the  doors  being 
also  cased  above.  Did  not  perceive  any  extraordinary  heat  of  the  wall 
on  Saturday.  The  room  contained  the  correspondence  of  the  office  with 
revenue  officers,  and  other  officers  of  the  Government,  embracing  the 
letters  received,  and  the  records  of  the  letters  written  ; applications  and 
recommendations  for  office  ; and  the  records  of  commissions,  with  the 
exception,  he  thinks,  of  the  letter  books  relating  to  public  lands,  re- 
venue cutters,  and  marine  hospitals,  and  except  the  old  official  papers, 
which  were  kept  in  the  garret.  All  the  papers  under  his  charge  being 
the  papers  relating  to  applications  for  office,  complaints  and  resignations, 
and  the  light-house  establishment,  were,  for  the  period  prior  to  1832,  in 
the  garret ; knew  nothing  of  the  fire  in  the  Treasury  until  eight  o’clock 
on  Sunday  morning. 

HOR.  E.  WOLF. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  14. 

Thomas  W.  Dickins,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  is  a 
-clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  was  employed  in  the  same  room 
with  Mr.  Laub.  Left  his  room  about  a quarter  after  three  on  Saturday. 
Mr.  Laub  and  Mr.  Wolf  (who  also  occupied  this  room)  had  left  the  room 
before  witness.  The  fire  was  very  low  when  he  left  the  room,  not  up  to 
the  top  of  the  grate,  and  apparently  dying  away.  When  he  arrived  at 
the  Treasury,  about  a hundred  and  fifty  persons  were  probably  there ; 
would  have  gone  up  stairs,  but  was  told  he  could  not,  and  employed  him- 
self in  getting  out  the  books  and  papers  from  the  Register’s  office. 

THOS.  W.  DICKINS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1 st  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  15. 

Wm.  T.  Read,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  is  a clerk 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  was  employed  in  the  room  next  east  of 
Mr.  Laub’s.  Left  the  office  about  three  o’clock  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
Mr.  Nesbit,  who  was  employed  in  the  room  with  him,  having  left  there 
some  time  before.  Lives  near  the  Treasury,  and  was  at  the  fire  early, 
and  when  very  few  persons  had  assembled.  Went  to  his  own  room  ; Mr. 
Laub’s  room  appeared  to  be  full  of  flame,  as  well  as  the  passage  as  far  as 
the  partition  across  it ; the  door  communicating  between  his  room  and 
Mr.  Laub’s  was  then  nearly  burnt  through  ; and  he  employed  himself, 
with  the  assistance  of  others,  in  saving  his  papers  and  records;  all  of 
which  records  were  saved,  except  one,  and  many  .of  the  papers..  There 
was  no  fire  in  his  room,  except  the  door  ; the  fire  having  evidently  origi- 
nated west  of  it.  Did  not  lock  his  room  door  when  he  left  on  Saturday, 
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and  never  does.  Has  charge  of  the  business  relating  to  applications  of 
insolvents.  When  he  went  to  his  room  he  found  the  door  closed,  but  not 
fastened,  and  none  of  his  books  or  papers,  as  he  thinks,  had  been  re- 
moved. 

WILLIAM  T.  READ. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  bv  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  16. 

Samuel  Handy,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  is  a clerk 
in  the  First  Comptroller’s  office  ; was  aroused  by  the  cry  of  fire  about 
half  past  two  in  the  morning  of  Sunday,  and  before  the  alarm  bell  was 
rung,  which  soon  after  rang.  He  then  got  up,  and  when  he  got  to 
the  Treasury  the  fire  seemed  to  issue  from  the  roof  and  eaves  of  the  build- 
ing. One  engine  had  arrived  ; an  effort  was  made,  by  means  of  a ladder,  to 
get  into  Mr.  Laub’s  room,  with  a view  to  carry  the  hose  up  through  the 
window,  but  the  fire  in  the  room  rendered  the  attempt  impracticable.  As 
he  went,  the  "whole  avenue  was  illuminated  by  the  flame,  and  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  fire  came  out  of  that  part  of  the  roof  immediately  above 
Mr.  Laub’s  and  Mr.  Dickins’s  rooms.  Believing,  after  this  failure,  that  the 
building  could  not  be  saved,  his  attention  was  directed  to  the  preservation 
of  the  books  and  papers. 

S.  HANDY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  1st  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  17. 

William  Archer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  was 
at  the  fire  at  the  Treasury  building  on  Sunday  morning;  was  in  bed 
■when  he  heard  the  bell;  saw  a light  in  the  direction  of  the  Treasury; 
saw  some  gentlemen  on  his  way,  who  were  going  to  alarm  Mr.  Dickins ; 
^ saw  ten  or  a dozen  persons  when  he  arrived,  who  were  without  buckets, 
or  engines,  or  hose.  The  fire,  at  that  time,  wras  confined  to  one  room  : 
( this  was  before  three  o’clock,  but  cannot  say  exactly  how  much. ) This  room 
was  the  room  first  west  of  the  north  projection.  There  was  no  appear- 
ance of  fire  in  either  of  the  adjoining  rooms,  or  the  room  over  it.  The 
glass  of  said  room  was  broken,  and  the  flames  and  smoke  issuing  out  in 
large  volumes.  The  cornice  was  of  wood,  and  built  on  the  ends  of  the 
joists  on  which  the  garret  floor  was  laid,  and  the  roof  raised.  These 
joists  were  connected  through  the  whole  width  of  the  building,  from 
one  side  to  the  other,  and  formed,  as  it  were,  a ventilator  through. 
The  cornice  did  not  fit  close  to  the  wall,  its  distance  from  it  varying  as 
much  as  several  inches  in  some  places,  and  thereby  permitting  the 
smoke  and  flame  which  issued  through  the  window  to  pass  through 
to  the  ceiling  joists  and  the  rafters  of  the  roof : it  was  from  this  cause 
alone,  evidently,  that  the  fire  was  communicated  to  the  roof  and  up- 
per part  of  the  building — the  smoke  making  its  escape  from  various 
parts  of  the  roof  at  the  same  time  that  the  fire  was  confined  to  the 
room  before  mentioned.  The  partition  walls  between  the  upper  rooms 
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and  the  passage  were  of  brick,  and  fourteen  inches  thick.  Witness  yes- 
terday examined  the  place  where  the  pipe  of  the  stove,  which  stood  in 
the  passage  between  Messrs.  Laub’s  and  Dickins’s  rooms,  entered  into 
the  wrall  of  that  passage.  The  pipe  was  inserted  in  the  brickwork  about 
six  feet  from  the  floor,  and  from  there  passed  through  an  arch  over  the 
door,  connected  with  a stack  of  chimneys  between  the  said  rooms. 
There  was  no  woodwork  within  fourteen  or  eighteen  inches  of  the  stove- 
pipe. The  partition  walls  were  plastered  immediately  on  the  bricks,  and 
without  laths.  After  coming  and  looking  at  the  fire,  and  finding  no  en- 
gine there,  he  went  for  the  one  of  the  company  to  which  he  is  attached, 
and  met  it  on  its  way  : this  was  the  first  fire  engine  on  the  ground,  and 
it  must  have  arrived  at  least  fifteen  minutes  after  his  first  arrival  at  the 
fire  ; from  this  time,  it  must  have  been  fifteen  minutes  more  before  water 
could  be  obtained.  The  hydrant  near  the  building  had  no  fire-plug  to 
which  the  hose  could  be  attached,  and  does  not  know  certainly  where 
the  water  that  was  used  was  obtained.  The  engine  made  an  effort  to 
play  on  the  building  immediately  over  the  stairway  ; but  finding  it  inef- 
fectual, for  want  of  a due  supply  of  water,  witness  went  into  the  building 
to  endeavor  to  save  the  things ; thinks  the  building  could  not  possibly 
have  been  saved  by  the  exertions  of  the  persons  on  the  ground,  with  the 
means  in  their  power  ; and  from  the  time  the  fire  reached  the  roof  of  the 
building,  owing  to  its  peculiar  construction  and  ventilation,  as  before  de- 
scribed, no  exertions  whatever,  even  had  there  been  an  abundant  supply 
of  water  and  engines,  could  have  saved  the  roof:  it  was  this  conviction 
that  induced  witness  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  books  and  papers,  being 
satisfied  that  their  safety  was  all  that  was  left  to  be  effected.  There  were 
four  engines  on  the  ground,  as  seen  by  witness;  one  was  employed  ex- 
clusively for  the  protection  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  15th  street,  and  two  were  useless  for  want  of  water.  When 
he  first  saw  the  fire,  the  ceiling  of  Mr.  Laub’s  room  was  still  sound. 
Witness  is  a builder  by  profession,  and,  with  a view  to  the  various  spe- 
culations as  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  yesterday  examined  the  ruins  ; saw 
Mr.  Dorsett,  another  workman,  who  supposed  the  fire  might  have  been 
communicated  from  the  flue  of  the  chimney  to  the  ceiling  joists  over  Mr. 
Laub’s  room  ; made  an  examination,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Dorsett, 
by  the  removal  of  bricks,  and  found  that,  when  the  house  was  rebuilt, 
there  had  been,  for  additional  protection,  a casing  of  brick  put  round  the 
whole  stack  of  chimneys,  and  carried  as  high  as  the  junction  of  the  roof: 
the  bricks  of  this  casing  they  caused  to  be  removed  at  the  suspected 
points,  and  found  the  original  flues  sound,  and  without  any  crevice  which 
could  have  produced  the  fire.  The  original  flues  were  four  and  a half 
inches  thick,  and  the  additional  casing  four  and  a half,  making  a brick 
wall  of  nine  inches ; and  the  joists  were  no  way  connected  with  said  flues 
or  additional  casing.  WILLIAM  ARCHER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  2d  day  of  April, 
1833.  W.  CRANCH. 


No.  18. 

Thomas  R.  Gedncy,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he 
was  at  the  fire  at  the  Treasury  building  on  Sunday  morning  ; thinks  he 
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was  the  first  to  give  the  alarm,  every  tiling  being  then  quiet.  The  win- 
dow of  his  apartment,  corner  of  G and  14th  streets,  looks  towards  the 
Treasury,  and  having  got  up  to  look  out  at  the  weather,  in  a very  few’ 
minutes  after  lying  down  observed  the  light;  then  looked  at  his  watch, 
when  it  wanted  ten  minutes  of  3 ; saw  a small  flame  passing  through  the 
second  window  of  the  room  first  west  of  the  north  projection,  in  the  se- 
cond story  ; could  not  see  the  first  window  from  his  position  ; could  see 
the  windows  of  the  next  room  west,  but  observed  no  light  in  them.  He 
went  out  into  the  porch,  cried  fire,  and  sent  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Stewart,  to  the  fire,  intending  himself  to  care  of  the  family.  A short 
time  after  this,  how7ever,  he  went  to  the  fire  ; went  up  stairs,  and  into 
Mr.  Read’s  room,  and  found  the  adjoining  room  west  on  fire,  and  the  fire 
just  bursting  into  Mr.  Read’s;  opened  the  green  door  that  opened  into 
the  western  passage,  and  near  Mr.  Laub’s  l oom,  and  found  the  fire  also 
bursting  into  it  from  Mr.  Laub’s  room  ; shortly  after  saw  Mr.  Read  (near 
the  door  of  his  room)  and  Colonel  Kearney  and  another  gentleman,  per- 
haps Captain  Hughes  or  Mr.  Bell.  There  were  about  a dozen  persons 
on  the  ground  when  he  arrived  ; no  engine  was  then  there,  but  a small 
oiie  arrived  soon  after;  observed,  at  this  time,  no  fire  on  the  roof. 

THOMAS  R.  GEDNEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  2d  of  April,  1S33. 

W.  CRANCH. 


# No.  19. 

Asbury  Dickins,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  is  chief 
clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  occupied  the  roem  west  adjoin- 
ing Mr.  Laub’s,  his  room  communicating  by  doors  with  this  room  on  one 
side,  and  the  Secretary’s  on  the  other.  The  fireplace  in  witness’s  room 
is  on  the  side  next  to  Mr.  Laub’s  room.  On  the  side  next  to  the  Secre- 
tary’s room  were  a table  and  two  cases.  On  the  table  were  a few  pa- 
pers, and  the  cases  were  closed.  On  the  side  next  to  Mr.  Laub’s  room, 
between  the  chimney  and  window,  were  two  cases,  which  filled  up  the 
recess,  and  which  were  also  closed.  Between  the  two  windows  was  a 
table,  on  which  were  also  a few  papers.  The  upper  parts  of  all  the  cases 
contained  printed  books,  and  the  lower  parts  contained  papers  en- 
closed within  mahogany  doors.  The  floor  was  covered  with  a car- 
pet, with  a hearth  rug  before  the  fireplace.  In  Mr.  Laub’s  room 
were  wooden  cases  or  shelves,  with  wooden  backs  and  doors,  from 
the  floor  to  the  ceiling,  on  the.  sotith  and  east  sides  of  the  room,  and 
in  the  recess  on  the  west  side  of  the  room,  between  the  chimney  and 
windows.  There  were  three  doors  : one  into  witness’s  room,  as  before 
stated,  one  into  the  passage,  and  one  into  Mr.  Read’s  room.  All 
the  interior  doors  communicating  between  the  rooms,  were  in  a line,  and 
between  the  chimneys  and  passage.  In  Mr.  Laub’s  room  were  three 
tables  : two  of  them  stood  side  by  side,  with  the  ends  to  the  pier  between 
the  windows  ; these  tables  had  cases  upon  them  running  the  whole  length, 
about  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  high,  containing  pigeon  holes  for 
papers.  A third  table  was  at  the  end  of  these  two,  and  facing  them. 
Mr.  Wolf  sat  at  the  western  table,  Mr.  Laub  at  the  eastern,  and  witness’s 
son  Thomas  at  the  other.  The  papers  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Wolf  were  in 
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the  case  behind  him  on  the  western  side  of  the  room.  These  papers 
consisted  chiefly  of  recommendations  and  applications  for  office  ; a few 
relating  to  light-houses.  All  the  other  cases  in  the  room  were  in  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Laub.  The  papers  in  Mr.  Laub’s  cases  were  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  office,  as  well  the  letters  received  as  the  rough  draughts 
of  letters  written.  All  these  papers  were  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  cases  j 
the  lower  parts  contained  the  record  books  of  letters  written,  and  reports, 
from  the  establishment  of  the  Government  to  the  present  time.  The 
lower  parts  of  Mr.  Wolf’s  cases  contained  the  records  of  commissions 
and  appointments.  The  pigeon  holes  on  both  the  tables  contained,  ge- 
nerally, papers  not  yet  placed  on  their  proper  files  around  the  room. 
The  room  had  a carpet  on  the  floor.  The  contents  of  both  these  rooms, 
he  thinks,  were  entirely  destroyed,  except  a few  record  books,  that  hap- 
pened to  be  in  another  room. 

Witness  was  awakened  by  some  of  his  family  on  Sunday  morning,  who 
were  alarmed  by  the  fire  at  the  Treasury,  and  hastened  to  it.  Witness 
thinks  he  entered  by  the  eastern  door  of  the  building.  Observed  from 
the  north  yard  that  the  fire  was  in  Mr.  Laub’s  room  and  his  own,. and 
some  fire,  he  thinks,  coming  out  of  the  roof.  Mr.  Laub’s  room  beitig 
much  more  on  fire  than  his,  the  windows  being  then  burnt  out  in  Mr. 
Laub’s  room,  but  not  in  his  own,  ran  immediately  up  stairs  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  into  his  office  and  saving  what  could  be  saved.  At  the  par- 
tition door  in  the  passage  saw  a few  persons,  who  said  he  could  not  go 
in,  that  it  was  all  on  fire.  Witness  however  forced  open  the  door  in 
hopes  of  getting  in,  but  the  fire  issuing  from  Mr.  Laub’s  room,  and  filling 
the  whole  passage,  made  it  impossible  to  pass  ; then  ran  down  stairs,  and 
observing  that  it  was  still  dark  in  the  lower  part  of  the  building,  re- 
quested lights  to  be  brought.  After  this,  witness  endeavored  to  enter 
the  rooms  at  the  other  side,  and,  after  a time,  a ladder  being  brought  and 
placed  against  the  south  side  of  the  fireproof,  ascended  and  got  into  the 
Secretary’s  western  room  by  a semi-circular  window  over  the  fireplace, 
followed  or  accompanied  by  some  others.  Saw  some  persons  throwing 
books  out  of  the  south  window  before  he  entered.  First  went  to  the 
door  communicating  with  the  Secretary’s  eastern  room  ; the  room  was 
full  of  flame  and  smoke,  and  he  immediately  shut  the  door.  His  first  en- 
deavors were  to  save  those  things  in  the  Secretary’s  western  room  which 
he  thought  most  valuable,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  his  son  Thomas  and 
others,  among  whom  he  particularly  remembers  Mr.  Hale,  every  thing 
was  thrown  out.  After  this  he  descended  the  ladder,  and  assisted  in 
preserving  the  books,  papers,  and  property.  Witness  is  of  opinion  that, 
when  he  arrived,  the  building  might  have  been  saved,  had  there  been  a 
supply  of  water,  and  such  means  used  as  he  has  seen  applied  in  other 
places. 

Witness  had  been  in  the  practice,  until  the  past  week,  of  returning  to 
the  office  almost  every  evening  to  perform  his  duties,  which  he  had  been 
unable  to  get  through  with  in  the  day ; that  week  witness  was  somewhat 
indisposed,  and  did  not  return  to  the  office  in  the  evenings.  It  was  usual 
for  Wm.  Goddard,  the  laborer,  to  inquire  of  him,  when  he  left  the  office 
after  business  hours,  whether  he  intended  to  return  in  the  evening;  and 
having  inquired  on  Saturday,  witness  said  he  was  uncertain,  perhaps  he 
might,  but  would  certainly  be  there  on  the  next  day.  Left  the  office  on 


29 


[ Doc.  No.  22.  ] 

Saturday  rather  earlier  than  usual;  went  home,  and  remained.  The 
Treasurer  having  come  in,  did  not  return  to  the  office. 

Question  by  the  Attorney  General : 

Mr.  Laub  having  been  permitted,  at  his  own  request,  to  introduce  into 
his  deposition  a conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
yourself,  on  the  Friday  before  the  fire,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Laub’s  accounts 
as  a disbursing  agent,  and  he  having  requested  that  you  might  be  exam- 
ined, you  will  be  pleased  to  state  what  passed  on  that  occasion. 

Answer.  On  Friday  morning  before  the  fire,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  told  witness  he  had  bebn  informed  of  certain  circumstances,  not 
now  particularized,  which  made  him  desire  that  Mr.  Laub  might  be  im- 
mediately called  upon  to  produce  his  account  and  vouchers  as  agent,  and 
to  show  the  state  of  his  funds.  The  Secretary  wrote  an  order  to  that  ef- 
fect, which  witness  delivered  to  Mr.  Laub  ; and  after  reading  it,  he  said 
it  was  strange  he  should  be  called  upon  in  that  manner,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  told  what  the  circumstances  were  that  the  Secretary  alluded 
to.  Witness  replied  he  had  no  doubt  the  Secretary  would,  at  a proper 
time,  inform  him.  Went  together  into  the  Secretary’s  room,  where  Mr. 
Laub  told  the  Secretary  he  could  not  then  produce  his  accounts  and 
vouchers,  as  they  were  at  his  house.  The  Secretary  inquired  how  soon 
he*  could  produce  them,  and  whether  he  could  not  produce  them  in  the 
morning.  Mr.  Laub  answered  that  he  could  ; that  he  was  just  about  pre- 
paring them,  as  the  quarter  would  close  the  next  day,  when  he  would 
present  them  as  a matter  of  course ; said  the  quarter  wrould  end  on  Sa- 
turday, and  he  should  at  any  rate  present  his  accounts  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. The  Secretary  said  that  for  these  reasons  he  might  defer  present- 
ing them  until  Monday  morning.  The  Secretary  asked  Mr.  Laub  whe- 
ther he  could  immediately  present  his  check  book.  He  said  yes,  and, 
by  the  Secretary’s  direction,  went  and  brought  it.  There  wTere,  howr- 
ever,  no  blank  checks  in  it,  consisting  merely  of  the  margins  from  which 
the  checks  had  been  cut  of.  Said  book  was  stitched  together,  but  wit- 
ness thinks  not  bound.  The  Secretary  looked  over  it,  read  some  names 
in  the  margin,  and  returned  it,  remarking  that  it  did  not  show7  the  state 
of  his  accounts,  or  what  money  he  had  in  bank.  Mr.  Laub  said  that  his 
bank  account  wTould  showr  what  money  he  had,  as  he  kept  no  money  in 
li£nk  but  public  money,  and  kept  no  account  with  the  bank  except  as 
agent ; that  he  drew  no  checks  on  the  bank  except  in  payment  of  public 
accounts.  Witness  reminded  Mr.  Laub  that  when  he  was  appointed 
agent,  he  had  advised  him  to  number  his  checks  as  he  drew  them,  and 
to  set  dow7n  the  numbers  and  amount  of  his  checks  in  the  margin  .of  his 
check  book,  giving  the  same  number  to  his  voucher  as  to  the  check  by 
which  it  was  paid,  and  deducting  from  time  to  time  the  amount  of  each 
check  from  the  amount  in  bank,  so  that  he  could  at  any  time  when  call- 
ed on,  by  producing  his  vouchers  and  check  book,  show  the  exact  state 
of  his  funds.  Mr.  Laub  replied  that  this  had  not  been  done ; that  he 
could  not  number  his  vouchers  until  he  made  out  his  accounts.  Before 
leaving  the  Secretary’s  room,  witness  desired  Mr.  Laub  to  devote  his 
time  w'holly  to  the  preparation  of  his  accounts,  so  that  he  might  present 
them  to  the  Secretary  on  Monday  morning.  They  then  withdrew. 
Witness  has  not  a distinct  recollection  of  giving  any  directions  to  Mr. 
Laub  to  bring  in  his  books  and  papers,  but  thinks  it  probable  he  did. 
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The  Secretary  had,  on  a former  occasion,  directed  that  no  official  papers 
should  be  kept  at  Mr.  Laub’s  house,  and  if  witness  adverted  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  any  being  there,  witness  would  doubtless  have  directed 
them  to  be  brought  in.  Mr.  Laub  mentioned,  in  the  Secretary’s  presence, 
on  Friday,  that  he  had  been  preparing  for  a settlement,  and  had  made 
out  an  informal  list  of  his  disbursements,  and  found  it  to  agree  with  the 
bank,  within  twenty-five  cents.  Owing  to  some  matter  of  form,  he  said, 
an  account  could  not  be  rendered  for  some  of  his  disbursements;  when 
he  was  told  that  for  these  disbursements  he  could  make  out  a list  show- 
ing the  particulars  and  the  amount,  so  that  the  accounts  that  he  could 
render,  and  this  list,  would  show  the  state  of  his  funds;  which  he  agreed 
to  do. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  2d  of  April,  1833. 

W.  C RANCH. 


No.  20. 

Charles  Pryse,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  was  at  the 
fire  at  the  Treasury  on  Sunday  morning.  Was  on  Pennsylvania  avemfe, 
on  the  north  side  of  it,  and  crossing  14th  street  between  Dr.  Jones’  and 
McCarty’s  tavern,  when  he  saw  the  smoke  ; went  to  the  building  about 
twenty  minutes  after  two,  and  saw  some  persons,  not  more  than  two,  he 
thinks,  in  the  yard,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Butler.  The  fire  was  in  Mr. 
Laub’s  room  ; the  glass  of  the  windows  was  not  broken  ; had  not  bee» 
there  more  than  a few  seconds  before  one  of  the  upper  panes  of  the  wester- 
ly window  was  broken,  and  a beautiful  sheet  of  flame  about  18  inches  in 
length  issued  from  it ; saw  no  light  at  that  time  in  Mr.  Dickins’s  room,  nor 
in  the  dormer  window  immediately  above  Mr.  Laub’s.  Witness  thinks 
the  eaves  of  the  roof  must  have  caught  from  the  fire  through  the  ceiling ; 
thinks  the  eaves  were  not  on  fire  before  the  glass  was  broken,  but  is  not 
certain,  as  he  could  not  see  the  ceiling,  and  is  not  sure  whether  it  had 
given  way  ; saw  no  light  in  any  other  part  of  the  building.  The  glass 
in  Mr.  Laub’s  windows  gave  way  successively,  and  finally  the  sash  fell 
out.  As  soon  as  this  happened,  the  room  seemed  one  sheet  of  fire,  and, 
he  cannot  say  in  what  part  it  had  originated.  Witness,  without  entering 
the  building,  immediately  got  over  the  fence,  and  ran  to  get  the  Franklin 
engine,  distant  about  a square,  near  the  coi  ner  of  14th  street  and  Penn- 
sylvania avenue  ; found  several  persons  at  the  engine  house,  but  the  key 
not  there  ; went  to  Mr.  Fuller’s,  where  he  knew  there  was  a key;  pro- 
cured the  key  and  a pair  of  horses,  which  were  immediately  put  to  the 
engine,  and  driven  to  the  fire  by  Mr.  Fuller  ; thinks  it  was  about  twenty 
minutes  after  he  first  got  to  the  fire  before  the  engine  got  there,  and  this 
was  the  first  on  the  ground.  The  fence  having  been  removed,  he  had  the 
engine  placed  opposite  Mr.  Laub’s  room  ; the  centre  of  the  building  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  west  of  the  building  were  then  on  . fire  in  the  roof. 
The  hydraulion  was  supplied  with  water  from  thehydranton  15th  street, 
and  conveyed  it  to  the  engine  through  the  hose.  Another  branch  of 
hose  was  attached  to  the  engine,  and  carried  to  the  head  of  the  stairway 
in  the  second  story,  and  the  two  pipes  of  the  engine  continued  to  play 
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upon  this  point,  in  order  to  preserve  the  passage  and  stairs  for  the  persons 
employed  in  removing  the  books,  papers*  &c. ; thinks  their  exertions  re- 
tarded the  flames  about  the  stairway,  and  contributed  to  the  preservation 
of  books  and  papers,  but  made  no  impression  upon  the  roof.  The  supply 
ot  water  was  not  sufficient  for  the  engine  to  be  worked  with  the  greatest 
f fleet.  Had  there  been  a sufficient  supply,  the  eastern  part  of  the  build- 
ing, at  least  the  two  lower  stories,  might  have  been  saved  ; as  it  was,  they 
could  only  throw  the  water  to  the  eaves  of  the  roof,  and  could  make  no 
impression  upon  the  fire.  The  hose  not  being  sufficient  to  reach  the 
creek,  attempted  to  attach  to  it  the  hose  of  the  Georgetown  engine,  but 
found  the  screws  would  not  fit.  There  were,  he  thinks,  four  engines  on 
the  ground  ; the  one  already  alluded  to,  one  from  the  west  end  of  the 
city,  and  one  from  Georgetown;  as  to  the  fourth  he  is  not  certain;  the 
three  engines  arrived  in  the  order  mentioned  : that  from  the  west  of  the 
city,  half  an  hour  after  the  first,  and  that  from  Georgetown  somewhat 
later;  thinks  he  saw  the  second  engine  employed  about  the  west  end  of 
the  building;  the  Georgetown  engine  was  also  employed  about  the  west 
of  the  building  ; the.  pipe  was  carried  into  the  window  of  Mr.  McLane’s 
western  room,  and  communicated  with  that  side  of  the  building  ; knows 
of  but  two  points  from  which  water  could  be  obtained,  in  addition  to  the 
^3 ump  in  the  south  yard,  which  gave  out,  the  hydrant  on  15th  street  and 
between  the  Treasury  and  State  Departments,  and  a pump  near  the  cor- 
ner of  F and  14th  streets.  The  engine  brought  by  witness  used  the 
water  from  the  hydrant  at  the  State  Department,  which  was  not  a suffi- 
cient supply  for  it,  and  then  gave  it  up  to  another  engine,  hoping  to  draw 
a better  supply  of  water  from  the  creek  by  means  of  hose  as  before  stated. 
When  this  engine  arrived,  witness  thinks  there  were  two  or  three  hun- 
dred persons  on  the  ground  ; thinks  that  nothing  more  could  have  been 
done  than  was  done  to  save  the  building  with  the  means  within  reach. 
Witness  went  into  the  building  soon  after  fitting  the  engine  for  action,  and 
• observed  persons  fearlessly  employed  in  getting  out  papers  and  books; 
brought  out  a load  himself  from  the  west  end  of  the  building,  but  was 
satisfied  he  could  not  safely  make  another  turn  ; thinks  it  could’ not  have 
been  half  an  hour  after  his  arrival  with  the  engine  before  the  roof  about 
the  centie  ot  the  building,  over  Mr.  Daub’s  and  the  contiguous  rooms,  be- 
gan to  fall  in  ; thinks  there  were  as  many  persons  in  the  building  em- 
"ployed  in  removing  books,  &c.,  as  could  have  been  usefully  employed. 
When  the  rool  fell  in  it  did  not  immediately  break  through  the  garret 
floor,  so  that  persons  continued  after  this  to  exert  themselves  to  save  the 
things  from  the  rooms  of  the  second  story  and  on  the  east  side  of  the 
building,  by  means  of  a ladder  against  one  of  the  eastern  windows.  The 
stairway  caught  pretty  early,  and  these  persons  finally  made  their  escape 
by  this  ladder.  I lie  wind  was  very  light,  but  what  there  was,  was  from  a 
little  north  of  west.  Books  and  papers  were  carried  down  the  ladder 
and  received  by  persons  who  carried  them  to  the  south  yard.  The  night 
was  mild,  with  moonlight  until  about  three  o’clock  or  a little  after  ; is  satisfied 
that  it  would  have  been  impracticable,  at  any  time  after  the  engine  arrived, 
or  even  after  witness  first  saw  the  fire,  to  save  any  thing  out  of  the  garret’ 
and  thinks  nobody  would  have  made  the  attempt.  When  witness  went 
.into  the  building,  the  fire  had  got  so  much  over  the  staircase,  which  is  in 
the  centre  of  the  building,  that  no  one  could  have  gone  up  to  the  garret. 
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Witness  himself  would  not  have  ventured  up  on  any  consideration;  had 
heard  no  alarm  or  cry  of.  fire  until  he  saw  the  smoke,  when  he  immedi- 
ately cried  fire,  and  thinks  he  was  the  first  person  that  gave  the  cry  of 
fire  on  the  avenue  ; and  from  the  time  he  first  arrived  at  the  building  it 
could  not  have  been  more  than  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a quarter  before  it 
was  unsafe  to  enter  any  part  except  the  fireproof  at  the  west  end. 

CHARLES  PRYSE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1833.  W.  CRANCH. 


No.  21. 

W.  M.  Hohne,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  got  to  the 
Treasury  on  the  morning  of  the  fire,  but  does  not  exactly  recollect  the 
time;  went  to  the  east  door,  and,  finding  it  fast,  threw  a heavy  stone 
against  it  to  force  it  open;  not  being  able  to  open  it,  went  to  the  south 
door,  and  found  that  also  fast;  saw  no  person  in  the  south  yard;  jumped 
over  the  fence,  and  went  round  to  the  north  door,  where  he  found  about 
a dozen  persons  in  the  yard  ; half  of  the  north  door  was  open ; ob- 
served, from  the  north  yard,  the  flame  issuing  out  of  the  windows  of  the* 
room  next  west  of  the  projection,  in  the  second  story,  and  a body  ol 
black  smoke  through  the  slating  of  the  roof;  as  he  went  in,  saw  some  per- 
son coming  down  stairs  with  a load  of  books;  went  up,  and  turned  to  the 
right,  and  stopped  at  the  first  door,  which  is  the  door  of  the  west  room 
in  the  north  projection;  some  persons  were  there,  throwing  out  books 
into  the  passage,  from  which  others  carried  them  out  of  the  building;  the 
communicating  door  of  the  next  room  west  was  on  fire.  Witness  sup- 
posed on  Sunday,  and  said,  that  he  had  taken  a drawer  out  of  this  room, 
(Mr.  Laub’s,)  but  has  since  discovered  that  he  was  mistaken,  the  drawer 
which  he  took  having  been  taken  from  the  first  room  mentioned.  Wit- 
ness did  not  go  through  the  door  leading  into  the  west  passage,  the  smoke 
Avas  so  thick  no  one  could  enter;  continued  to  AATork  at  the  first  room 
until  nearly  all  the  books  and  papers  were  removed,  and  until  the  heat 
from  the  next  room  made  it  impossible  to  work  any  longer;  whilst  work- 
ing  in  said  room,  the  door  in  some  Avay  got  closed,  and  Avhen  Avitness 
took  hold  of  the  brass  knob  to  open  it,  found  it  so  hot  he  could  scarcely 
hold  it.  After  this,  witness  Avent  to  some  rooms  on  the  south  side,  and 
assisted  in  throwing  out  and  carrying  doAvn  books,  & c.,  and  continued  to 
exert  himself  in  this  way  until  he  was  fatigued  and  exhausted,  and  had 
to  leave  the  building.  The  persons  about  the  building  were  actively 
employed,  Avhere  he  Avas,  in  removing  the  things,  removing  cases  with 
their  contents  when  not  too  heavy,  and  in  other  cases  opening  them  and 
taking  out  the  papers.  Every  exertion  seemed  to  have  been  made,  and 
as  many  persons  employed  as  could  be  usefully  employed  in  preserving 
the  papers,  &c.  Witness  can  form  no  estimate  of  the  time  that  elapsed 
from  the  time  he  got  to  the  building,  before  it  Avas  so  far  consumed  as  to 
render  it  unsafe  to  enter  to  get  out  books,  &c. 

W.  M.  HOIINE. 

SAVorn  and  subscribed  by  the  Avitness,  before  me,  this  3d  ol  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 
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No.  22. 

William  M.  Steuart,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  Mr. 
Gedney,  his  brother,  resides  with  witness,  in  the  house  of  his  mother 
and  occupies  the  next  apartment;  on  Saturday  night,  between  two  and 
three  o’clock,  he  knocked  at  witness’s  door,  and  observed  that  one  of  the 
public  buildings  was  on  tire;  came  over  immediately,  and,  when  he 
reached  the  Treasury,  neither  the  north  door  of  the  Treasury  nor  the 
south  door  of  the  State  Department  was  open,  uor  was  there  any  person 
on  the  ground;  the  fire  was  in  the  room  immediately  west  of  the  room 
in  the  north  projection;  there  was  a flame  issuing  from  the  westerly 
window  of  that  room;  witness,  from  his  position,  could  not  see  the  other 
window;  has  no  recollection  of  seeing  any  light  in  the  adjoining  rooms, 
nor  in  the  dormer  window  above,  and  thinks  he  should  have  noticed 
and  recollected  it,  had  there  been  any.  Witness  did  not  attempt  to  enter 
the  building,  but  immediately  went  to  Mr.  Nourse’s,  chief  clerk  of  the 
Registei  s office,  to  inform  him;  knocked  at  his  door,  and  from  thence 
went  to  Dr.  Laurie’s,  also  of  the  Register’s  office,  and  knocked  at 
McCarty’s  and  Strother’s  taverns,  and,  crying  fire  during  all  this  time, 
• returned  to  the  Treasury.  When  he  returned,  which  was  in  about  fifteen 
minutes,  there  were  but  three  persons  assembled,  who,  with  witness 
pulled  down  the  fence  between  the  two  buildings;  the  north  door  of  the5 
1 reasury  and  the  south  door  of  the  State  Department  were  then  open ; 
saw  Mr.  Lovejoy,  (he  thinks  it  was,)  of  the  former,  and  Mr.  Wood,  of 
the  lattei , the  person  he  supposes  was  Mr.  Lovejoy  requested  these 
persons  to  remove  the  papers  from  the  room  immediately  under  the  one 
on  file,  and  they  immediately  began  to  do  so.  When  witness  returned 
as  befoie  stated,  the  fire  had  got  to  the  roof,  immediately  under  the 
slating,  and  extending  as  far  up  as  the  projection;  in  ten  minutes  after 
his  i etui  n,  the  greater  part  of  the  roof  over  the  room  before  mentioned 
vasjn  a blaze,  as  much  so  as  the  slating  would  permit.  After  working 
in  the  room  undei  the  fire  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  it  was  intimated  that 
it  might  be  dangerous  to  continue  in  it  longer,  and  witness  went  to  the 
eastern  rooms,  and  assisted  in  conveying  the  papers  from  them  • every 
*•  exeition  was  made  tor  this  purpose,  and  as  many  persons  employed,  and 
perhaps  more,  than  could  be  employed  to  advantage.  When  witness 
fust  saw  the  fiie,  he  could  not  make  up  his  mind  whether  the  fire  was 
descending  from  the  garret,  or  ascending  from  the  second  story.  Some 
time  after  witness  commenced  the  removal  of  papers,  went  up  stairs  with 
some  others,  one  ot  whom  opened  the  green  door  across  the  passage  and 
one  person  passed  through  and  opened  the  first  room  door  to  the”  rmlit 
and  immediately  shut  it,  the  room  being  full  of  fire  and  smoke.  In  die’ 
passage,  within  the  green  door,  perceived  not  much  smoke,  the  fire  not 
having  broken  through  the  door  of  the  room  just  mentioned;  thinks  from 
the  time  he  first  saw  the  fire  to  the  time  it  reached  the  rooms  farthest 
east  on  the  lower  floor,  it  must  have  been  at  least  two  hours-  thinks 
every  thing  was  got  out  of  the  lower  story,  and  the  rooms  of  the’  second 
story  east  of  the  projection,  except  a few  old  cases  and  carpets  that  were 
nailed  down.  When  witness  and  those  with  him  entered  the  room  im- 
mediately under  the  one  on  fire,  at  the  request,  as  he  thinks,  of  Mr 
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Lovejoy,  the  door  was  found  open,  and  the  room  perfectly  dark,  and  no 
one  in  it;  had  to  feel  around  for  the  books  and  papers  to  be  removed. 

WM.  M.  STEU  ART. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  3d  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  23. 

John  R.  Clay,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  thinks  he  got 
to  the  fire  at  the  Treasury  about  three  or  half-past  three  o’clock;  approached 
in  the  direction  from  St.John’s  church;  saw  a number  of  persons  assembled, 
and  piles  of  papers  and  books  in  the  Department  of  State  that  had  been 
brought  out ; proceeded  to  the  fireproof  part  of  the  building,  and  assisted 
in  preserving  the  books,  papers,  &c. 

J.  RANDOLPH  CLAY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  3d  day  of  April, 
1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  24. 


Jas.  W.  Shields,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  was  at  the 
fire  at  the  Treasury  building  on  Sunday  morning,  and  was  preceded  a few 
minutes  by  Mr.  Butler,  at  whose  house  he  boards  ; went  into  the  building, 
and  up  stairs  ; some  person  opened  the  green  door  across  the  western 
passage,  but  so  much  smoke  came  out  that  it  was  thought  best  to  close  it 
and  shut  the  fire  in.  There  were  but  few  persons  on  the  ground  when 
he  arrived,  and  he  considered  it  so  much  more  important  to  preserve  the 
documents,  that  he  paid  no  particular  attention  to  the  exact  situation  of  the 
fire,  but  thinks  it  was  in  the  room  on  the  second  floor  next  west  of  the 
north  projection,  and  a heavy  smoke  escaping  through  the  upper  part  of 
the  cornice,  the  lower  part  being  also  on  fire  ; saw  no  appearance  of  fire 
in  the  other  rooms.  Had  passed  the  building  a short  time  before  the  fire 
in  company  with  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Richards;  passed  from  the  west, 
round  the  State  Department,  and  south  down  15th  street,  and  would  have 
seen  any  light  in  the  Treasury,  for  their  attention  was  directed  that  way, 
but  there  was  none  ; stopped  at  Strother’s  tavern  about  one  minute  to  ask 
a question;  went  on  to  McCarty’s,  and,  when  he  arrived  there,  it  wanted 
by  the  clock  a quarter  of  two.  As  witness  passed,  saw  no  one  about  or 
near  the  building,  but  a woman,  who  went  into  a house  on  the  other  side 
of  the  street.  When  witness  got  to  the  fire,  assisted  in  breaking  open  the 
door  of  the  engine-house,  but  finding  the  engine  too  small  to  be  of  any 
use  and,  moreover,  without  hose,  went  into  the  building  to  assist  in  pre- 
serving books  and  documents.  Thinks  that,  from  the  time  he  arrived,  in 
an  hour  it  became  unsafe  to  go  into  any  part  of  the  building  for  this  pur- 
pose. Every  exertion  was  made  in  saving  papers,  and  as  many  persons 
employed  as  could  be  employed  to  advantage. 

1 J JAMES  W.  SHIELDS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  3d  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 
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No.  25. 

Charles  Lyons,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  was  at  the 
fire  at  the  Treasury  on  Sunday,  but  cannot  say  exactly  at  what  time  ; 
lives  on  10th  street,  between  C street  north  and  Pennsylvania  avenue  ; 
was  lying  awake  when  he  heard  the  cry  of  fire  ; upon  the  second  cry  he 
arose,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  the  fire  ; found  about  15  or  20 per- 
sons assembled ; no  engine  had  then  arrived.  Came  into  the  north  yard,  and 
observed  the  fire  rushing  out  of  the  windowsof  the  room  in  thesecond  story 
next  west  of  the  pediment,  and  communicating  to  the  cornice  ; the  doors 
of  the  building  were  open  ; discovered  no  lights  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
building,  nor  any  appearance  of  fire  in  any  of  the  other  rooms  ; observed 
several  persons  employed  in  bringing  out  documents  ; was  satisfied  the 
fire  was  so  far  advanced,  the  building  could  not  possibly  be  saved,  and 
went  in  and  exerted  himself  in  the  same  way.  Went  up  stairs  and  into 
the  east  room  of  the  pediment ; continued  to  work  in  removing  the  books 
&c.  from  this  room  to  the  steps  of  the  State  Department,  until  they  were 
all  removed  ; then  went  into  the  yard,  and  took  a view  of  the  building  to 
see  what  next  could  best  be  done  ; suggested  to  a friend,  Isaac  Craven, 
, the  propriety  of  going  round  to  the  south  side  of  the  building,  and 
making  a spirited  exertion  to  save  the  fireproof.  They  went  round, 
each  with  a bucket  of  water,  and  found  a ladder  lying  near  the  building, 
which  was  too  heavy  for  the  two  to  raise,  but  which,  with  a few  others, 
four  or  five,  was  with  great  difficulty  got  up,  and  placed  on  the  south  side, 
in  hopes  it  would  be  long  enough  to  reach  the  roof,  and,  by  getting  up, 
they  could  tear  up  the  slating,  and  throw  water  upon  the  roof,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  fire  from  communicating  to  it;  for,  although  the  ceiling  of  the 
room  was  arched  with  brick,  yet  it  was  covered  by  wooden  sheathing  and 
slated.  Finding  the  ladder  too  short  for  that  purpose,  they  placed  it 
against  the  one  strong  fireproof  building  which  forms  a continuation  of 
fireproof  rooms  west  of  the  main  building,  in  the  hopes  that  they  would 
then  be  able  to  draw  up  the  ladder  so  as  to  place  the  foot  of  it  on  the 
terrace  to  the  south  of  the  one  story  fireproof  before  mentioned,  and,  if 
they  could  have  done  this,  it  would  have  enabled  them  to  get  on  the  roof 
of  the  fireproof  room  occupied  by  the  Secretary.  But  their  force  was  found 
not  strong  enough  to  draw  up  the  ladder,  as  they  wished,  and  they  suf- 
fered it  to  remain  against  the  one  story  fireproof  building,  and  witness  got 
on  the  top  of  that  building,  which  is  as  high  as  the  lowerpartof  the  semi- 
circular window  in  the  west  end  of  the  Secretary’s  room,  and  forced 
open  that  window  so  as  to  gain  an  entrance  into  the  Secretary’s  room. 
The  witness  opened  the  circular  window  over  the  fireplace  of  the  fire- 
proof room  by  taking  out  the  sash,  which  was  slightly  fastened  on  the 
inside,  and  appeared  not  to  have  been  previously  removed  by  any  person 
from  the  outside;  thinks  it  could  not  have  been  fastened  as  he  found  it 
fastened  by  any  person  on  the  outside  ; got  in  through  the  window,  and, 
by  letting  himself  down  his  whole  length,  he  reached  the  mantelpiece  ; 
several  immediately  followed  him,  and  among  them  young  Mr.  Dickins; 
did  not  pay  sufficient  attention  to  remember  the  others.  Mr.  Dickins 
attended  first  to  the  papers  on  the  table,  and,  upon  being  asked  by  wit- 
ness what  was  most  valuable,  directed  him  to  take  out  the  books  from 
the  lower  shelves.  When  he  first  entered,  the  room  was  full  of  smoke, 
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but,  upon  opening  the  south  and  north  windows,  it  soon  escaped.  In  a few 
moments  afterwards  he  discovered  the  fire  was  burning  through  the  east 
door  of  the  room.  In  the  mean  time,  the  ladder  having  been  placed 
.against  the  south  window  by  the  persons  below7,  others  entered,  by  which 
means  the  room  was  soon  cleared  of  books  and  papers.  After  which,  the 
hose  was  brought  up  through  the  north  window  of  the  Secretary’s  west 
room,  carried  out  through  the  circular  window,  and  the  witness,  by  a 
light  ladder  placed  upon  the  roof  of  the  one  story  fireproof  building,  car- 
ried the  pipe  of  the  hose  up  so  as  to  play  upon  the  roof  of  this  fireproof 
room,  and  the  contiguous  parts  of  the  main  building.  After  doing  all  that, 
he  could  do  to  preserve  the  property  and  save  the  building,  the  w itness, 
being  wet  and  much  fatigued,  went  home. 

CHARLES  LYONS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  bv  the  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  of  April, 
.1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


No.  26. 

» 

Daniel  Boyd  testifies  and  says,  that  he  was  awoke  by  the  cry  of  “fire.” 
Lodges  on  F street,  between  11th  and  12th  streets.  Before  he  got  out 
of  the  house  he  heard  the  bell  ring,  and  hastened  to  the  fire.  When 
he  arrived,  observed  considerable  light  coming  from  twro  windows 
next  west  of  the  projection  of  the  second  story.  The  glass  was  broken 
at  that  time.  The  flame  was  issuing  from  the  most  westerly  of  the  two 
windows,  and  thinks  also  from  the  other,  but  of  that  is  not  certain.  Did 
not  at  that  time  see  any  appearance  of  fire  in  any  other  place.  Went  into 
the  passage  leading  to  the  room  in  which  the  fire  was  raging  ; the  smoke 
was  then  coming  out  over  the  door  of  the  room  w7hcre  the  fire  originated. 
There  was  then  no  water  or  engines  present.  Two  persons  attempted 
to  open  the  door  of  this  room,  which  appeared  to  be  fastened  ; but  wit- 
ness requested  them  to  desist  until  water  should  be  provided.  The  door 
was  not  opened  while  witness  w7as  present.  Saw  no  one  attempt  to  turn 
the  brass  fastening  of  the  door,  but  presumes  it  was  locked,  from  the  at- 
tempts made  by  one  of  the  persons  mentioned  to  push  the  door  open 
with  his  hands.  The  smoke  in  the  passage  beyond  the  green  door  ap- 
peared to  diminish  after  the  green  door  was  opened,  in  consequence  of 
the  ventilation.  Went  into  a room  on  the  south  side  of  the  passage,  on 
the  second  story,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  staircase,  and  assisted  in 
removing  the  books  and  papers.  Some  of  the  desks  and  cases  were 
locked.  Witness  went  down  to  Mr.  Causten’s  and  procured  an  axe,  with 
which  he  opened  several,  which  were  cleared  of  their  contents  by  the  per- 
sons present.  Thedoorof  one  oftherooms  was  fastened,  which  was  opened 
with  the  axe.  Finding  this  door  locked  was  the  occasion  of  going  after  the 
.axe.  This  room,  witness  thinks,  was  the  first  or  second  room  on  the  south 
side  of  the  passage  on  the  second  story,  easterly  from  the  staircase.  The 
fire  appeared  to  advance  much  more  rapidly  in  the  attic  story  towards  the 
eastern  end  of  the  building  than  in  the  rooms  of  the  second  story.  The 
■ceiling  of  some  of  the  rooms  fell  in  before  the  other  parts  of  (lie  rooms 
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were  on  fire.  When  witness  returned  with  the  axe,  finding  the  fire  mak- 
ing progress  in  the  passage  at  the  west  end  of  the  building,  witness  closed 
the  green  door  to  prevent  its  progress  towards  the  eastern  end.  After- 
witness  had  come  out  of  the  main  building,  went  into  the  yard,  where 
there  was  an  engine  partly  full  of  water.  Found, a short  ladder  which 
had  been  placed  against  the  north  window  of  the  fireproof  room  occu- 
pied by  the  Secretary ; went  up  the  ladder,  and  the  pipe  of  the  hose  of 
the  engine  being  handed  to  witness,  he  directed  it  to  the  doorway  com- 
municating with  the  main  building,  the  jambs  of  which  were  then  on 
fire ; the  door  having  been  destroyed,  and  the  fire  being  then  about  to 
communicate  to  the  cases  and  shelves.  After  witness  had  extinguished 
the  fire  there,  several  persons  threw  out  books  and  papers  from  the  room. 
There  was  no  person  in  the  room  when  witness  first  entered  it,  but  from 
the  appearance  of  the  shelves  he  presumed  that  many  of  the  books  and 
papers  had  been  removed  before  he  went  in.  Carried  the  pipe  of  the 
hose  out  of  the  western  circular  window,  and  directed  the  water  to  the 
roof  of  the  room  he  had  just  left.  Shortly  after  witness  got  out  of  the 
window  a short  ladder  wras  put  up  from  the  roof  of  the  one  story  building,, 
and,  being  very  much  fatigued,  he  resigned  the  pipe  to  a person  who  appear- 
ed to  be  a member  of  the  engine  company  by  his  badge,  but  whose  name 
he  did  not  know.  Several  other  persons  had  assisted  in  getting  the  hose 
through  the  room  w7hen  it  wras  carried  out  of  the  window. 

When  witness  first  arrived  at  the  fire  he  thinks  there  were  not  more 
than  thirty  or  forty  persons  assembled.  The  outside  doors  of  the  build- 
ing were  then  open  ; paid  very  little  attention  to  what  these  persons  wrere 
doing,  and  directed  his  course  to  the  place  of  the  fire  ; at  that  time  had 
not  the  most  distant  idea  that  the  building  would  be  destroyed.  When 
witness  first  arrived,  had  there  been  an  engine,  w'ith  a sufficient  supply 
of  water,  directed  into  the  room  where  the  fire  then  was,  he  has  no  doubt 
but  the  building  might  have  been  saved. 

DANIEL  BOYD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  of  April,  1S33. 

W. CRANCH. 


No.  27. 


George  Crandell  testifies  and  says,  that  when  he  arrived  there  wrere 
at  least  two  hundred  persons  on  the  ground,  and  the  fire  was  bursting 
through  the  roof.  All  the  northwest  rooms  were  enveloped  in  flames 
when  witness  arrived.  Found  people  engaged  in  taking  out  books  and 
papers,  and  proceeded  to  assist  them.  Has  no  particular  means  of  infor- 
mation as  to  the  origin  of  the  fire.  From  what  witness  sawr,  there  were 
great  exertions  made  to  preserve  the  books  and  papers  in  the  building. 

G.  CRANDELL. 


Sworn  and 
1833. 


subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  of  Aprils 

W.  CRANCH. 


* 
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No.  28. 

Nicholas  Callan,  jun.  testifies  and  says,  that  he  resides  on  F street, 
not  more  than  a hundred  yards  from  the  Treasury  Department.  He  was 
awakened  by  a servant,  on  Sunday  morning,  stating  that  there  was  a fire 
in  the  neighborhood.  He  immediately  arose  and  threw  a cloak  over  him, 
and  went  out  without  dressing,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  where  it  was. 
Found  the  fire  to  be  in  the  room  in  second  story  of  the  Treasury  build- 
ing, on  the  north  side  next  west  of  the  projection.  When  he  first  saw 
the  fire  it  had  not  burst  through  the  windows  of  the  room,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  probable  at  that  time  that  the  building  would  be  destroyed.  Saw 
only  three  or  four  persons  about  the  building  at  that  time.  Did  not  go 
into  the  yard,  but  returned  home  to  dress  himself.  Being  a member  of 
the  Franklin  engine  company,  after  dressing,  went  down  to  assist  in 
bringing  up  the  engine.  Met  it  on  its  way  towards  the  fire,  and  went  on 
himself  to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  hose.  It  was  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
after  witness  first  saw  the  fire  before  the  engines  were  in  a situation  to 
be  of  any  service.  Belonged  to  the  hose  division  of  the  company,  and, 
being  second  director,  it  became  his  duty  to  go  into  the  building  with  the 
branch  pipe.  Carried  the  pipe  up  stairs  into  the  second  story  ; was  de- 
termined to  proceed  to  the  third  story  had  the  engine  furnished  a suffi- 
cient supply  of  water.  The  stairs  between  the  second  and  third  stories 
were  then  on  fire.  Witness  is  convinced  that,  if  the  engine  had  then 
supplied  him  with  a sufficient  quantity  of  water,  he  should  have  got 
into  the  attic  story,  and  been  able  to  save  one-half  of  the  building.  What 
water  was  furnished  was  thrown  upon  the  stairs  between  the  second  and 
third  stories,  but  it  was  insufficient  to  check  the  progress  of  the  flames. 
Gave  the  pipe  to  a person  by  the  name  of  Lacy,  and  went  out  of  the  build- 
ing to  see  what  progress  the  fire  had  made  on  the  roof,  when  he  under- 
stood that  the  hydraulion  belonging  to  the  engine  had  been  taken  down 
to  the  creek,  and  went  down  to  assist  in  putting  it  in  operation.  Found 
the  hose  to  be  too  short  to  reach  the  creek ; attempted  to  attach  to  it 
another  hose,  which  witness  thinks  belonged  to  Georgetown,  and  found 
the  screw  of  one  hose  would  not  fit  into  the  other.  When  witness  dis- 
covered that  the  hose  could  not  be  connected,  he  returned  to  the  fire,  which 
had  made  considerable  progress  during  his  absence.  The  whole  roof 
then  appeared  to  be  in  flames.  A ladder  being  placed,  witness  got  into 
the  second  story  from  15th  street,  and  threw  out  books  and  papers. 
Recollects  particularly  sliding  down  two  boxes  of  papers,  which  were 
stated  by  the  son  of  the  chief  clerk,  who  was  present,  to  be  very  valua- 
ble. Remained  in  the  building  until  a short  time  before  the  ceiling  fell 
in,  when  it  became  necessary  to  escape.  When  witness  left  the  second 
story,  there  were  large  ledgers,  and  other  books  and  papers,  lying  about 
the  rooms.  No  person  remained  in  that  part  of  the  building  more  than 
three  minutes  longer  than  witness,  as  the  roof  fell  within  that  time.  The 
principal  supply  of  water  for  the  engine  came  from  the  hydrant  between 
the  State  and  Treasury  Departments.  Witness  requested  one  of  the  fire- 
men belonging  to  the  first  ward  engine  to  carry  the  hose  to  the  hydrant 
in  F street,  near  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  who  said  that  the  supply 
was  insufficient  for  any  object.  N.  CALLAN,  Jun. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  of  April, 
1833.  W.  CRANCH. 
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kNo.  29. 


Philo  Hale  testifies  and  says,  that  he  was  aroused  by  the  cry  of  “ fire” 
at  between  half-past  two  and  a quarter  to  three  o’clock,  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing. Lodges  at  Mr.  Prather’s,  the  next  building  to  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis. Repaired  immediately  to  the  place  ; when  he  arrived,  the  fire 
was  bursting  out  of  the  two  windows  next  westerly  of  the  projection  of 
the  north  side  of  the  Treasury  building.  Saw  no  appearance  of  fire  any 
where  else  at  that  time.  Thinks  the  fire  had  burst  through  the  windows, 
and  was  ascending  eight  or  ten  feet  above  the  cornice  of  the  building  ; 
saw  eight  or  ten  people  standing  about ; there  was  then  no  engine  on  the 
ground.  The  attention  of  witness  was  first  called  to  saving  the  books  and 
papers  in  the  rooms  of  the  lower  story,  which  he  and  several  other  per- 
sons carried  from  two  or  three  rooms.  After  assisting  Mr.  Nourse,  whom 
we  found  in  his  room,  in  saving  the  papers  in  his  room,  the  attention  of 
witness  was  attracted  by  three  or  four  persons,  one  of  whom  tvas  young 
Mr.  Dickins,  who  were  endeavoring  to  fix  a ladder  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  into  the  Secretary’s  room ; the  foot  of  the  ladder  being  a little 
easterly  of  the  junction  of  the  one  story  fireproof  with  the  two  story, 
and  the  top  resting  on  the  one  story  projection,  its  position  was  insecure, 
and  none  of  those  persons  appeared  to  be  willing  to  ascend  it.  Witness 
requested  some  person  who  was  present  to  hold  the  foot  of  the  ladder, 
and  went  up  and  opened  the  circular  window  of  the  Secretary’s  room, 
and  entered  the  room  by  that  window.  Witness  was  the  first  person  who 
entered  that  room  during  the  fire  ; the  door  leading  from  that  room  was 
not  quite  closed,  being  open  about  an  inch,  and  the  room  adjoining  was 
on  fire.  Some  person  that  followed  witness  shut  the  door.  Witness,  be- 
fore any  other  person  had  followed  him,  had  opened  the  south  window. 
Mr.  Dickins,  the  chief  clerk,  came  in  through  the  circular  window,  and 
was  the  third  or  fourth  person  who  came  into  the  room.  The  ladder  was 
afterwards  brought  round  by  those  below,  and  placed  at  the  south  win- 
dow. Remained  there  until  all  the  books  and  papers  of  value  were  taken 
out,  and  was  the  last  person  who  descended  the  ladder,  which  was  after 
Mr.  Carbery  had  signified  they  were  about  to  take  the  ladder  down. 
The  door  had  burnt  through  within  ten  minutes  after  witness  had  entered 
the  room.  The  hose  had  not  been  brought  up  into  the  room  when  wit- 
ness left  it.  Thinks  he  was  from  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  an  hour 
in  the  room. 

PHILO  HALE. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  of  April, 
,1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


No.  30. 

Ebenezer  H.  Cummins  testifies  and  says,  that  he  was  watching  with 
a sick  friend,  who  had  been  very  ill  the  fore  part  of  the  night,  and  just 
got  to  sleep,  when  he  heard  the  alarm  of  fire.  Threw  a cloak  over  him, 
and  came  up  the  Avenue,  and  approached  the  Treasury  building  at  the 
southeast  corner.  Went  immediately  to  the  east  door,  which  was  then 
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open,  and  there  appeared  to  be  twenty  or  thirty  persons  between  the  door 
and  the  hydrant,  which  is  between  the  State  and  Treasury  Departments. 
Saw  several  persons  coming  up  from  the  northern  direction.  Doubt- 
ing whether  there  was  any  fire,  and  apprehending  it  was  a false  alarm, 
went  in,  and,  seeing  no  light  on  the  lower  story,  ascended  the  stairs  to  the 
second  story,  and  passed  through  the  green  door  in  the  passage,  and  saw 
no  fire,  but  heard  the  roaring  of  the  flames.  Has  no  recollection  of 
perceiving  any  smoke  in  the  passage.  Not  seeing  any  symptom  of  fire  in 
the  passage,  it  occurred  to  witness  that  fire  had  kindled  in  the  garret. 
Had  no  other  reason  for  that  opinion  but  the  not  seeing  any  fire  upon  the 
second  story.  Left  the  Treasury  building,  and  went  to  his  house,  which 
is  on  14th  street,  the  next  building  to  the  Foundry  church.  Having 
given  notice  to  his  family,  was  returning,  and  when  he  got  to  the  corner 
of  the  church,  in  full  view  of  the  Treasury  building,  saw  the  flames  curl- 
ing up  and  down,  from  the  level  of  the  windows  to  the  cornice  just  be- 
yond the  projection  on  the  north  side  of  the  Treasury  building.  Upon 
rejoining  the  company,  which  had  increased  very  considerably,  heard 
various  opinions  offered  as  to  the  location  of  the  fire  and  its  origin,  but 
no  two  persons  appeared  to  agree  in  opinion.  It  was  evident,  from  the 
mingling  of  flames  and  smoke,  that  the  fire  was  then  for  the  first  time 
just  breaking  out,  and  it  had  all  the  characteristics  of  a smothered  fire. 
Had  occasion  to  remark  that  the  company  assembled  was  very  active  and 
industrious,  and  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  see  people  unconnected 
with  the  public  service  as  anxious  to  save  the  public  property  as  those 
who  were  connected  with  the  Government. 

E.  II.  CUMMINS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  of  April, 
1833.  W.  CRANCH. 


No.  31. 

James  IJ.  Causten  testifies  and  says,  that  he  resides  upon  15th 
street,  directly  opposite  the  east  end  of  the  Treasury  Department.  A 
little  before  three  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  he  was  alarmed  by  a strange 
noise,  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  explain  satisfactorily,  and,  on  rising, 
perceived  a brilliant  light  from  the  Treasury  building.  The  northeast 
corner  of  the  building  intervened  between  his  window  and  the  north 
side  of  the  Treasury  building,  and  he  did  not  see  any  fire;  but  the  in- 
tense light  led  him  to  judge  where  the  fire  was.  At  that  time  saw  seve- 
ral people  bringing  out  books  between  the  Slate  and  Treasury  Depart- 
ments. Witness  then  went  over  to  the  Treasury  building ; went  in  at  the 
east  door,  and  went  up  stairs,  and  went  to  the  green  door  in  the  passage 
leading  to  the  Secretary’s  room,  which  was  tied  with  a rope,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  it;  but  it  was  so  far  open,  (perhaps  the  width  of  his  hand,) 
that  he  observed  that  the  passage  beyond  the  green  door  was  filled  with 
flame  and  smoke.  The  door  of  theroom  adjoining  the  stairway  wasopen,and 
several  persons  were  engaged  in  bringing  out  books  and  papers.  The  door 
leading  from  that  room  to  the  next  room  westerly,  being  Mr.Laub’s  room, 
was  also  wide  open,  and  that  room  was  filled  with  flame.  Within  two  or 
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three  minutes  after  he  entered  the  building,  having  seized  an  armful  of 
books  and  papers,  and  was  approaching  the  stairway,  a part  of  the  ceiling  of 
the  upper  stairway  fell — perhaps  a yard  or  two  square  ; some  fire  fell  with 
it,  which  convinced  witness  that  the  fire  had  progressed  further  east  over- 
head than  it  had  in  the  second  story.  There  was  then  no  hose  in  the  build- 
ing, nor  any  engine  near  it.  Witness  saw  none  on  the  ground  for  some  time 
afterwards.  Went  immediately  home  with  the  books  and  papers  which 
he  had  in  his  arms,  and  did  not  return  again  to  the  building  for  a con- 
siderable period  afterwards,  perhaps  half  an  hour.  When  witness  first 
went  into  the  building,  as  before  stated,  did  not  remain  more  than  two 
or  three  minutes.  When  witness  got  home,  he  opened  his  door  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  books  and  papers  brought  there,  of  which  a large 
quantity  was  soon  brought  in.  While  at  home  he  was  occupied  in  at- 
tending to  those  as  well  as  to  his  own  effects,  and  the  adjoining  building, 
occupied  by  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis.  As  far  as  the  observation  of 
witness  went,  every  exertion  was  made  to  save  the  books  and  papers. 
From  wihat  witness  saw  when  he  first  went  into  the  Treasury  building, 
and  from  his  knowledge  of  its  construction,  he  was  satisfied  that  it  could 
not  be  saved. 

JAMES  H.  CAUSTEN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  day  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


No.  32. 

Samuel  C.  Potter  testifies  and  says,  that  he  wrote  in  the  only  room 
which  was  occupied  in  the  attic  story  of  the  Treasury  building.  His  bu- 
siness was  issuing  the  scrip  of  the  revolutionary  bounty  lands,  and  is  at- 
tached to  the  Secretary’s  own  office.  The  room  was  over  the  south  front 
of  the  building,  immediately  in  the  centre,  at  the  head  of  the  staircase. 
Mr.  Jacob  Mountz  is  the  only  person  who  was  employed  in  the  same  room 
with  him.  The  room  adjoining  had  been,  several  weeks  before,  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Myer  Moses,  but  he  had  left  the  department  some  time 
before,  his  employment  having  been  temporary.  These  two  rooms  were 
the  only  ones  in  which  there  had  been  fires  in  the  attic  story  during  the 
winter.  There  had  been  no  fire  in  that  room  for  several  weeks.  There 
were  two  fire-places  in  the  room  occupied  by  witness,  and  there  had  been 
fires  in  both  fire-places  on  Saturday,  made  of  anthracite  coal.  Witness  left 
the  room  at  about  3 o’clock  on  Saturday  ; the  fires  at  that  time  were  nearly 
extinct;  one  was  completely  out,  the  other  nearly  so.  Witness  lodges  at 
Mrs.  Eliza  Peyton’s,  nearly  opposite  Gadsby’s,  and  was  not  at  the  fire  ; 
heard  nothing  of  it  until  nearly  half-past  nine  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning ; 
on  hearing  of  it,  immediately  came  to  the  ground,  and  assisted  in  taking 
care  of  and  arranging  the  papers.  The  room  occupied  by  the  witness  was 
entirely  destroyed.  The  papers  in  that  room  were  those  relating  to  the 
revolutionary  bounty  land  scrip,  and  the  correspondence  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government  up  to  1832, 
including  the  rough  draughts  of  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  and  the  answers 
thereto.  ^ SAML.  C.  POTTER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 
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No.  33. 

John  N.  Lovejoy,  jr.  testifies  and  says,  that  he  was  awoke  by  the  ring- 
ing of  a bell  at  some  time  past  3 o’clock  on  Sunday  morning.  He  lives 
on  12th  street;  is  a messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Witness  had  been  unwell  for  several  days.  On  hearing  the 
alarm  he  despatched  two  persons  from  his  house,  and  soon  after  followed 
himself.  He  did  not  know  that  the  fire  was  in  the  Treasury  Department 
until  he  came  in  sight.  When  witness  arrived,  there  were  few  people 
present.  Witness  looked  after  the  ladders  belonging  to  the  department, 
which  he  has  since  understood  had  been  taken  away  for  the  use  of  the 
Methodist  church ; he  then  went  to  the  War  office  after  ladders.  The 
reason  of  going  after  ladders  was,  that  the  staircase  was  on  fire,  and  there 
were  persons  in  the  second  story  who  would  have  no  means  of  retreat 
but  by  means  of  ladders.  Witness  assisted  in  bringing  one,  which  was 
placed  at  the  east  end  of  the  building,  fronting  15th  street.  After 
placing  the  ladder,  went  upon  the  lower  floor,  and,  finding  as  many  peo- 
ple there  removing  books  and  papers  as  could  be  usefully  employed, 
after  going  to  the  room  in  which  the  watchman  slept,  and  opening  the 
door,  and  finding  the  papers  had  been  removed,  went  to  the  one  story 
part  of  the  fireproof,  beyond  that  in  which  the  Secretary’s  room  was 
situated.  Several  persons  were  there  employed  in  taking  out  the  papers, 
whom  witness  proceeded  to  assist,  and  remained  there  a considerable  time, 
until  the  papers  were  all  or  nearly  all  taken  out.  There  were  inside 
close  shutters  to  the  windows  of  the  lower  story  of  the  Treasury  building  ; 
on  the  south  side  of  the  building  there  were  blinds  to  the  windows  on  the 
outside.  Witness  went  into  Mr.  Laub’s  room  at  about  half-past  3 o’clock, 
and  did  not  perceive  any  large  fire.  As  witness  was  leaving  the  room  he 
met  Mr.  Laub  in  the  passage  going  towards  his  room.  Witness  thinks 
the  other  clerks  had  then  left  the  room.  Witness  did  not  see  Mr.  Laub 
go  into  his  room,  but  met  him  near  the  passage  door,  and  saw  him  go 
through  the  passage  door ; he  passed  him,  he  thinks,  without  speaking  ; 
according  to  recollection  of  witness,  he  passed  Mr.  Laub  at  or  near  the 
door  as  witness  was  coining  away  from  the  department.  When  witness 
went  away,  he  left  Mr.  Pettit,  the  assistant  messenger,  in  the  building, 
either  in  the  passage  or  one  of  the  rooms  attached  to  the  Secretary’s 
office.  Mr.  Dickins,  the  chief  clerk,  was  then  in  his  room  ; witness  asked 
permission  from  Mr.  Dickins  before  he  went  away.  Witness  did  not 
observe  any  other  clerks  in  the  department,  either  in  the  first  or  second 
story,  when  he  went  away.  Mr.  Dickins,  the  chief  clerk,  was  usually 
the  last  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  department  who  left  the  building. 

JNO.  N.  LOVEJOY,  Jr. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  (be  witness,  before  me,  this  4th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCIL 


No.  34. 


Thomas  Scrivener,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  lie  is  one 
of  the  watchmen  at  the  Capitol,  who  are  four  in  number,  who  watch  by 
turns,  three  hours  each,  being  but  one  on  duty  at  a time.  His  tour  ot 
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duty  on  the  night  between  Saturday  and  Sunday  was  from  12  until  3 
o’clock  Sunday  morning.  Mr.  Wheatley  was  the  watchman  who  relieved 
him  ; just  as  he  was  coming,  witness  discovered  a fire  in  a westerly  di- 
rection, and  gave  the  alarm  by  ringing  the  alarm  bell  on  the  engine-house, 
which  is  about  two  hundred  yards  south  of  the  Capitol.  Witness  had 
looked  at  his  watch  a short  time  before,  when  it  was  half-past  2 o’clock.  > 
When  witness  first  saw  the  fire,  it  was  so  dim  as  to  render  witness  un- 
certain whether  to  give  the  alarm  or  not,  the  moon  shining  at  the  time. 
After  the  alarm  was  given,  there  was  not  a sufficient  number  of  peo- 
ple collected  to  carry  the  engine  to  the  fire,  although  the  bell  con- 
tinued ringing  for  nearly  an  hour  and  a quarter,  but  the  hose  and  hy- 
draulion  were  carried  about  half  an  hour  after  the  alarm  was  given; 
which  was  carried  first  witness  does  not  recollect,  but  supposes  it  was  half 
an  hour  before  the  last  was  carried.  Witness  has  understood  that  the 
hose  belonging  to  that  engine  was  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  Capitol  to 
the  canal  on  3d  street  west,  but  what  the  distance  is  does  not  recollect. 
Witness  thinks  that  hose  is  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  Treasury 
building  to  the  nearest  part  of  the  Tiber  creek.  Witness  does  not  know 
at  what  time  the  hose  arrived  at  the  fire,  and  does  not  know  whether  it 
was  used  at  the  fire  or  not,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  engine  company. 

THOS.  SCRIVENER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  35. 

Richard  Stewart,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  fire  company  on  Capitol  hill ; supposes  it  was  about  a quarter 
before  three  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  that  he  was  aroused  by  the  ringing 
of  the  alarm  bell  on  the  engine-house.  Witness  went  immediately  to  the 
engine-house,  where  he  found  Messrs.  Scrivener,  Wheatley,  and  Hayes, 
and  a black  man.  Messrs.  Wheatley  and  Scrivener  assisted  witness  in 
getting  out  the  hydraulion,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  a black  man 
and  a boy,  he  carried  to  the  foot  of  Capitol  hill.  There  were  about 
400  or  500  feet  of  hose  attached  to  the  hydraulion  ; the  residue  was  upon 
a hose  carriage,  which  was  left  behind,  being  unable  to  carry  it.  After 
witness  got  to  the  foot  of  Capitol  hill,  not  having  force  enough  to  carry 
the  hydraulion  further,  while  he  was  struggling  for  that  purpose,  he 
was  joined  by  two  men,  who  assisted  in  carrying  it  as  far  as  the  Centre 
market.  There  witness  was  joined  by  William  Thompson,  the  captain 
of  the  company.  Proceeded  on  as  fast  as  possible  to  the  fire,  when 
Mr.  Blagden  was  sent  after  the  hose.  The  hose  carriage  arrived  about 
ten  minutes  after  witness.  When  witness  reached  the  fire,  it  appeared 
to  rage  through  the  foof  of  the  Treasury  building,  but  only  the  middle 
part  had  fallen  in.  Stretched  out  the  hose  at  the  south  side  of  the  build- 
ing, and  the  hydraulion  was  carried  to  the  hydrant  in  F street,  beyond 
the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis ; and  witness  waited  with  pipe  in  hand  for  a 
supply  of  water : waited  at  least  fifteen  minutes  before  witness  was  in- 
formed there  was  not  water  enough  to  supply  the  hose.  Witness  then 
went  from  the  south  to  the  east  of  the  building,  and  the  hose  was  stretch- 
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ed  to  another  pump,  the  location  of  which  he  does  not  know,  as  he  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  the  pipe.  About  ten  minutes  after  witness  got  there, 
some  water  was  sent  through  the  hose,  hut  not  enough  to  reach  into  the 
building,  and  was  perfectly  useless.  When  this  was  found,  several  gen- 
tlemen requested  witness  to  go  upon  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  in  or- 
der to  protect  the  roof  of  that  building ; and  finding  he  could  do  no  good 
where  he  was,  he  went  upon  the  roof  of  the  bank,  and  played  on  that. 
When  witness  left  the  eastern  part  of  the  Treasury  building,  the  whole 
roof  had  fallen  in,  and  the  second  story  floors  were  on  fire.  Before  wit- 
ness w'ent  upon  the  roof  of  the  bank,  an  attempt  Avas  made  to  obtain  water 
from  the  creek  by  stretching  the  hose  to  it,  but  it  was  found  the  length 
Avas  not  sufficient  Avhen  all  the  hose  from  the  engine-house  at  Capitol 
hill  was  united.  The  roof  of  the  Treasury  building,  generally,  fell  in 
within  about  fifteen  minutes  after  witness  arrived,  and  set  tire  to  the 
whole  of  the  second  story.  The  hose  belonging  to  the  engine  at  Capi- 
tol hill  was  in  bad  order,  and  leaked  very  much.  Rags  were  obtained 
from  the  neighbors  for  the  purpose  of  tying  it  up.  The  present  company 
took  charge  of  the  engine  about  tAvo  years  ago,  since  which  time  they 
have  received  no  money  to  put  the  apparatus  in  order,  though  repeated 
application  had  been  made  for  that  purpose  to  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic buildings.  Application  Avas  made  by  a committee  of  the  company 
some  time  during  the  early  part  of  the  winter,  and  they  failed  to  obtain 
any  money.  On  Tuesday  last  witness  Avas  informed  by  Mr.  Elgar  that 
he  Avould  pay  hills  for  that  purpose. 

RICHARD  STEWART. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  Avitness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCII. 


No.  36. 

William  Archer,  Avho  has  been  before  examined,  being  a carpenter  by 
trade,  and  having  been  requested  to  examine  the  Avails  of  the  Treasury 
building,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  manner  in  which  the  fire 
originated,  being  again  called,  testifies  and  says,  that  on  the  day  of  his 
former  examination,  after  it  Avas  over,  he  Avent  to  the  building  and  gave 
it  a thorough  examination,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  room  in  which  the  fire 
took  place.  Examined  the  state  of  the  flues  ; and  as  to  the  possibility  of 
fire  being  communicated  from  the  flues,  was  satisfied  there  was  none. 
Being  afterwards  requested  by  the  Attorney  General  to  make  a thorough 
examination  in  conjunction  Avith  Mr.  Dorsett,  proceeded  on  Thursday 
morning  by  examining  all  the  flues,  cutting  away  every  thing  that  ap- 
peared to  be  loose  and  defective  connected  with  them,  and  found  there 
was  not  less  than  five  feet  between  the  flues  and  those  imperfect  parts  of 
the  Avails,  Avhich  had  been  left  at  the  rebuilding  of  the  department,  from 
the  difference  in  placing  the  timbers  of  the  flooring  of  the  second  story. 
From  their  examination  Avitness  was  satisfied  that  not  a shadow  ot  doubt 
existed  as  to  the  security  of  the  flues,  as  nothing  Avas  left  which  was  not 
probed  to  the  bottom.  The  same  examination  was  made  as  to  the  ceil- 
ing of  the  room  in  which  the  fire  took  place,  which  was  found  equally 
secure  with  relation  to  the  flues.  If,  by  any  means,  the  fire  had  cominu- 


45 


Doc.  No.  22. 


nicated  to  the  flooring  of  the  attic  story,  it  would  have  burst  out  of  the 
roof  before  it  would  have  gone  into  the  room  below.  Respecting  the 
stove-pipe  which  came  into  Mr.  Dickins’s  room  over  an  arch  in  the  wall, 
there  were  five  courses  of  sound  bricks  between  the  place  of  its  insertion 
into  the  flue  and  the  ceiling  above,  and  fire  could  not  have  possibly  com- 
municated to  the  building  from  that  source.  The  wall  between  the  stove- 
pipe and  the  cases  in  Mr.  Laub’s  room  was  perfectly  sound.  The  exami- 
nation which  witness  has  made  he  regards  as  amply  sufficient  and  as  sa- 
tisfactory as  though  the  wall  was  taken  down. 

WILLIAM  ARCHER. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


No.  37. 


Fielder  R.  Dorsett,  being  again  called,  testifies  and  says,  that,  having 
made  the  examination  on  Thursday,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Archer, 
whose  testimony  he  has  seen,  he  coincides  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Archer, 
as  to  the  security  of  the  flues  and  floorings  and  stove-pipe,  and  agrees  in 
the  facts  therein  stated,  which  were  elicited  by  the  examination.  Be- 
ing further  examined,  witness  states  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  fire,  soon 
after  he  arrived,  he  went  to  the  engine-house  in  the  yard,  between  the 
State  and  Treasury  Departments,  and  assisted  in  breaking  open  the  door, 
to  get  the  engine  out.  The  engine  was  found  to  be  too  small  to  be  of 
any  service,  and  wTas  left. 

FIELDER  R.  DORSETT. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


Fielder  R.  Dorsett,  being  again  called,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  has, 
since  his  former  examination,  more  particularly  examined  the  room  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Read,  and,  being  requested  to  describe  it,  says  that  it  is 
the  first  room  on  the  right  hand,  being  the  room  in  the  west  part  of  the 
projection  on  the  second  story.  Its  dimensions  are  twenty-six  feet  from 
south  to  north,  and  ten  feet  six  inches  from  east  to  west,  including  the 
recess  at  the  side  of  the  chimney.  The  door  leading  to  the  passage  is  in 
the  centre  of  the  south  partition  wall.  The  door  leading  to  the  next 
room,  westerly,  being  Mr.  Laub’s  room,  is  four  feet  from  the  passage 
door,  measuring  from  jamb  to  jamb  of  the  two  doorways  in  the  nearest 
direction.  The  fireplace  is  at  the  centre  of  the  east  wall  of  the  room. 
From  the  jamb  of  the  fireplace  to  the  jamb  of  the  door  leading  into  Mr. 
Laub’s  room,  measuring  in  the  nearest  direction,  is  eleven  feet  five  inches. 
From  the  jamb  of  the  door  communicating  between  these  two  rooms,  to 
the  jamb  of  the  fireplace  in  Mr.  Laub’s  room,  measuring  in  the  nearest 
direction,  is  sixteen  feet.  From  the  door  of  communication  between  the 
two  rooms  to  the  door  leading  from  Mr.  Laub’s  room  into  the  passa"e 


46 


Doc.  No.  22. 


is  seven  fee t six  inches,  measuring  from  jamb  to  jamb,  in  the  nearest 
direction.  From  the  fireplace  in  Mr.  Laub’s  room,  to  the  door  leading 
to  the  passage,  measuring  from  the  nearest  jambs,  is  twelve  feet  six  inches. 
The  distance  from  the  corner  of  the  chimney  in  Mr.  Laub’s  room,  to  the 
jamb  of  the  door  leading  from  that  to  Mr.  Dickins’s  room,  is  two  feet. 

FIELDER  R.  DORSETT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 


No.  38. 

James  L.  Anthony,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  is  a 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  His  employment  is 
making  out  warrants  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenditures  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  room  he  occupied  was  in  the  centre  of  the  south  side  of 
the  second  story.  On  Saturday  witness  was  in  his  room  until  half-past 
six  o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  other  clerks  had  all  left  the  office  be- 
fore witness ; he  considered  himself  to  have  been  the  last  who  left  the 
department  on  that  evening.  Before  witness  left,  he  had  occasion  to  go 
to  the  room  occupied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  was  about 
six  o’clock.  lie  went  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  a warrant  which  he  had 
prepared  for  Monday.  In  going  and  returning  to  the  Secretary’s  room, 
witness  went  into  all  the  rooms  occupied  by  gentlemen  attached  to  the 
Secretary’s  office,  being  all  the  rooms  west  of  the  centre  upon  the  second 
story  upon  both  sides  of  the  passage.  The  fires  in  the  rooms  had  gene- 
rally burnt  down.  The  most  considerable  fire  was  that  in  Mr.  Dickins’s 
room,  which  had  also  burnt  down,  and  was  inconsiderable.  Noticed  the 
fire  in  Mr.  Laub’s  room,  which  was  also  inconsiderable,  and  was  below 
the  upper  bar  of  the  grate,  and  appeared  to  be  going  out.  The  fires  on 
the  south  side  of  the  passage  appeared  to  be  greater  than  those  on  the 
other  side.  This  was  particularly  the  case  with  the  fire  in  the  room  op- 
posite to  that  of  Mr.  Dickins.  Before  the  fires,  generally,  in  all  the 
rooms,  the  blowers  were  placed  as  fenders.  All  the  fires  appeared  to 
witness  to  be  safe.  Saw  no  person  in  any  of  those  rooms  at  that  time. 
Witness  understood  the  arrangement  of  the  building  to  be,  that  there 
should  always  be  some  person  in  the  building.  A room  in  the  hall  oppo- 
site the  staircase  was  appropriated  to  a laborer,  or  assistant,  whose  posi- 
tion was  such  as  to  see  every  person  passing  up  and  down  the  staircase 
leading  to  the  second  story.  This  position  was  taken  alter  office  hours, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  person  to  remain  there  until  the  building  was 
closed  ; after  which,  the  watch  took  charge  of  the  building  for  the  night. 
Witness  understood  this  to  have  been  the  arrangement  since  Mr.  Laub 
had  the  superintendence  ; it  might  have  been  so  before.  Before  the  fire, 
w'itness  considered  the  arrangement  for  the  security  of  the  building  to 
have  been  excellent.  As  witness  left  the  department  on  Saturday,  in 
coming  down  stairs  he  noticed  the  laborer  in  charge  of  the  building  in 
the  usual  place.  Witness  was  not  at  the  fire.  He  lives  in  Georgetown, 
and  knew  nothing  of  it  until  eight  o’clock  the  next  morning. 

.1.  L.  ANTHONY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 
1833.  W.  CRANCH. 
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No.  39. 


William  Thompson,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he 
resides  on  the  corner  of  3d  street  west  and  F street.  He  is  the  cap- 
tain of  the  engineers  of  the  fire  engine  company  on  Capitol  hill.  Di- 
rectly after  hearing  the  alarm  bell  on  the  engine-house,  witness  ran 
down  to  the  Avenue,  and  found  the  hydraulion  with  a part  of  the  hose 
on  its  way  to  the  fire,  and  joined  it.  When  witness  came  to  the  fire, 
found  the  roof  of  the  building  west  of  the  pediment  in  a blaze.  ‘ There 
not  being  water  in  the  neighborhood  sufficient,  witness  found  nothing 
could  be  done  without  more  hose,  and  requested  Mr.  Williams  to  let 
him  have  his  horse  for  the  purpose  of  returning  for  the  remainder  of  the 
hose.  It  soon  afterwards  appeared  on  the  ground,  being  brought  without 
the  knowledge  of  witness.  When  witness  first  arrived,  he  sent  Stewart 
to  the  south  side  of  the  building  with  the  pipe,  and  went  himself  to  the 
hydrant  near  the  State  Department  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  water. 
In  this  he  was  disappointed,  another  engine  having  got  possession,  and 
had  not  at  that  time  sufficient  hose  to  go  further.  The  hose  belonging 
to  the  Capitol  hill  engine  was  not  sufficient  to  reach  the  creek.  There 
are  less  than  fifteen  hundred  feet  fit  for  service.  Witness  took  oft'  two 
sections  of  hose,  and  lent  the  balance  to  another  engine  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  them  to  reach  the  creek,  but  their  hose  was  so  short  that 
they  did  not  succeed  in  bringing  water.  The  two  sections  which  wit- 
ness retained  he  used  in  carrying  water  upon  the  Bank  of  the  Metropo- 
lis, it  being  too  late  to  afford  any  service  to  the  Treasury  building,  the 
fire  having  advanced  so  much. 

As  captain  of  the  engineers  of  the  company,  it  is  the  duty  of  witness 
to  see  that  the  hose  was  in  order.  There  are  four  or  five  sections  of 
hose,  being  somewhere  about  two  or  three  hundred  feet,  which  has 
been  so  much  out  of  order  for  four  or  five  years  that  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  use  it  within  that  time.  A part  of  the  hose  which  is  used 
leaks  very  much  in  several  places,  so  that  it  requires  to  be  bandaged. 
Witness  has  been  in  the  company  four  or  five  years,  and  has  been  cap- 
tain since  the  first  of  January  only.  The  reason  why  repairs  have  not 
been  made  has  been  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  funds  for  that  purpose, 
as  witness  has  understood. 

WILLIAM  THOMPSON. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCIi. 


No.  40. 

Charles  L.  Coltman,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  the  stove 
in  the  passage  of  the  late  Treasury  building,  opposite  to  the  partition 
wall,  between  Mr.  Laub’s  and  Mr.  Dickins’s  rooms,  was  fixed  under  the  di- 
rection of  witness.  The  party  wall  was  fourteen  inches  thick,  and  over 
the  door  between  the  two  rooms  an  arch  fourteen  inches  thick  on  the 
side  of  Mr.  Dickins’s  room,  and  a similar  arch  on  the  other  side.  On 
the  arch  over  the  door,  and  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Dickins’s  room,  witness 
first  picked  a hole  through  the  partition  wall  into  the  brick  work  above  the 


48 


[ Doc.  No.  22. 


arch  in  Mr.  Dickins’s  room ; he  then  took  out  so  much  of  the  brick 
work  as  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  insert  a sheet  iron  stove-pipe  ; 
he  then  picked  a hole  into  the  flue  of  the  chimney,  and  having  secured  the 
work  with  rhortar  so  as  to  stop  all  the  crevices,  he  laid  the  stove-pipe  into 
the  brick  wall  above  the  arch,  and  closed  it  up  with  bricks  and  mortar, 
so  that  the  stove-pipe  was  at  least  eighteen  inches  from  any  wood  work. 
This  horizontal  stove-pipe  was,  by  an  elbow,  also  inserted  in  the  parti- 
tion wall  of  the  passage,  connected  with  the  stove  in  the  passage.  The 
fuel  used  in  that  stove  he  believes  was  anthracite  coal.  The  partition 
wall  was  eighteen  inches  thick  between  Laub’s  and  Dickins’s  rooms. 
The  fireplaces  in  the  garret  over  Messrs.  Laub’s  and  Dickins’s  rooms 
had  several  years  ago  been  bricked  up  in  order  to  prevent  any  danger  of 
fire  from  the  soot  falling.  The  stack  of  chimneys  between  the  two 
rooms  before  mentioned  had  been  taken  down  in  1831  as  far  down  as  the 
roof,  and,  in  rebuilding,  witness  had  the  flue  carefully  parged  from  some 
distance  below  the  roof  quite  up  to  the  top.  Witness  knows  from  expe- 
rience and  observation  that  anthracite  coal  produces  no  soot  in  the  chim- 
ney, but  rather  cleanses  it,  turning  the  flue  a light  gray. 

C.  L.  COLTMAN. 

Being  further  examined,  witness  says  that  he  is  now  president  of  the 
fire  company  which  has  charge  of  the  engine  attached  to  the  President’s 
house.  The  company  had  advanced  for  repairs,  of  their  own  funds, 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  Witness  being  on  a committee 
for  that  purpose,  applied  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  for 
money  to  pay  for  the  repairs,  who  stated  that  he  had  requested  an  ap- 
propriation of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  repairs  of  the  public  fire  en- 
gines from  Congress,  and  had  no  money  for  that  purpose.  This  applica- 
tion was  made  about  the  first  of  January. 

C.  L.  COLTMAN. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 
1833. 

W.  CRANCIL 


No.  41. 

William  Morton,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  is  a clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury.  He  occupied  a room  on 
the  north  side  of  the  passage,  on  the  lower  floor,  next  easterly  of  the  cen- 
tre of  the  Treasury  building.  Witness  resides  in  Georgetown,  and  heard 
the  alarm,  but  supposed  the  fire  to  have  been  towards  the  navy  yard, 
until  about  day,  when  he  understood,  from  his  son,  who  had  been  at  the 
fire,  that  it  was  the  Treasury  Department.  He  gave  the  key  of  his  desk 
to  bis  son,  and  requested  him  to  return  and  take  charge  of  his  papers,  and 
then  came  over,  and  assisted  in  saving  the  papers,  at  about  sunrise.  In 
the. room  which  was  occupied  by  witness  the  fuel  employed  was  anthra- 
cite coal,  for  the  two  winters  past.  The  floor  was  not  carpeted.  Upon 
two  occasions,  while  in  the  room,  the  coal  fell  from  the  grate  upon  the 
floor,  which  blazed  in  an  instant,  the  coal  being  red  hot.  Mr.  John  A. 
Brightwell  occupied  the  same  room  with  witness.  The  papers  in  that 
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room  were  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  two 
quarters  ; the  records  of  custom-house  bonds,  amounting  to  thirty  or  forty 
volumes,  and  a number  of  abstracts  of  bonds  from  the  New  York  custom- 
house ; copies  of  the  reports,  and  statements  of  the  Treasurer,  for  several 
years  past ; books  containing  alphabetical  lists  of  the  revolutionary  claim- 
ants who  are  paid  at  the  Treasury.  There  were,  also,  some  papers 
connected  with  claims  for  refunding  duties  under  the  late  acts  of  Congress. 
Of  the  papers  in  this  room  every  thing  material,  according  to  the  knowledge 
of  witness,  has  been  saved.  Every  thing,  he  believes,  has  been  saved, 
excepting  blanks  and  loose  papers,  comparatively  unimportant. 

WM.  MORTON. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the 
1833. 


witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  42. 

Charles  J.  D.  Freeland,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he 
resides  on  F street,  at  the  brick  house  next  easterly  from  the  Catholic 
church.  Witness  happened  to  be  at  the  corner  of  E street,  near  the 
medical  college,  on  his  way  home,  when  his  attention  was  attracted  by 
the  smoke.  Witness  came  immediately  to  the  place  of  the  fire.  When 
he  arrived,  there  were  two  gentlemen  standing  in  the  yard,  between  the 
State  and  Treasury  Departments,  and  one  person  at  the  north  door  of 
the  Treasury  building.  Mr.  Wood,  the  watchman  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, had  just  opened  the  door  of  that  building.  The  north  door  of  the 
Treasury  building  appeared  to  have  been  just  opened,  and  the  boy 
who  slept  there  was  in  his  shirt  sleeves  at  the  entrance.  Witness 
took  off  his  cloak  and  coat,  and  gave  them  to  Mr.  Wood,  for  safe  keeping. 
When  witness  arrived,  the  fire  had  not  burst  out,  but  there  was  alight  at 
two  windows  of  the  second  story,  next  westerly  of  the  projection.  Wit- 
ness is  confident  there  was  no  light  at  the  dormer  windows  above,  at 
that  time,  or  at  any  other  windows,  excepting  the  two  windows  men- 
tioned. Witness  went  into  the  Treasury  building,  and  assisted  in  breaking 
open  the  door  of  the  room  on  the  lower  story,  immediately  under  where 
the  fire  was.  Witness  did  not  go  into  that  room,  but,  with  two  others, 
went  up  stairs,  and  opened  the  door  across  the  passage  towards  the 
western  end  of  the  building.  On  opening  that  door  the  flame  came  out, 
and  witness  immediately  pulled  the  door  to,  as  well  as  he  could.  One 
side  of  the  folding  door  appeared  to  have  been  forced  open,  and  would 
not  shut  well  together.  The  young  man  in  his  shirt  sleeves  did  not  go  up 
stairs  with  witness  at  that  time.  Witness  thinks  the  fire  must  then  have 
been  burning  for  some  time.  As  witness  approached  the  building,  he 
observed  the  volume  of  smoke  was  very  large  and  intense.  When  wit- 
ness came  by  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  heard  an  alarm  bell  ring. 
Witness  thinks  it  was  on  the  engine  house  at  the  corner  of  14th  street 
and  Pennsylvania  avenue.  Two  or  three  minutes  before  witness  dis- 
covered the  smoke,  it  was  20  minutes  past  two  o’clock  by  the  watch  of  a 
person  with  whom  he  was  then  in  company.  After  closing  the  passage 
door,  as  before  stated,  witness  returned  down  stairs,  and  to  the  room  the 
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door  of  which  had  been  previously  broken  open,  and  took  out  an  armful 
of  books,  which  he  carried  to  the  door  of  the  State  Department,  and 
continued  carrying  books  and  papers  out  of  that  room  until  it  was  cleared. 
Witness  did  not  return  up  stairs  again,  but  assisted  in  clearing  the  rooms 
of  the  lower  story  of  books  and  papers,  for  about  an  hour,  or  an  hour  and 
a half,  when  those  rooms  being  generally  cleared,  and  feeling  very 
much  exhausted,  he  went  home.  The  building  was  then  nearly  con- 
sumed, and,  as  he  came  across  the  street,  the  few  persons  at  the  eastern 
end  of  the  building  were  called  to  by  those  on  the  outside  to  come  out  of 
the  building,  as  their  situation  was  considered  to  be  dangerous.  When 
witness  first  went  into  the  building  there  were  no  lamps  or  candles  in  any 
part  of  the  building,  except  a lamp  suspended  in  the  hall  of  the  lower 
story.  The  room  into  which  witness  went  to  bring  out  books  and  papers 
was  perfectly  dark ; he  thinks  the  shutters  were  closed.  The  boy,  or 
some  other  person,  brought  a candle  to  that  room  in  a short  time.  The 
boy,  whom  he  saw  at  the  entrance  of  the  building  in  his  shirt  sleeves, 
appeared  to  be  very  much  agitated  and  alarmed.  Those  persons  who  first 
assembled  were  very  actively  engaged  in  bringing  out  the  books  and 
papers.  After  an  engine  came,  they  were  interrupted  by  attempts  to  form 
a line,  but  afterwards  the  carrying  out  the  books  and  papers  was  resumed 
with  great  zeal. 

CH.  J.  D.  FREELAND. 


Sworn  and 
1833. 


subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 

W.  C RANCH. 


No.  43. 


John  P.  Pepper,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  has  been 
frequently  employed  upon  the  fireplaces  in  the  Treasury  building,  and 
has  noticed  that  the  breasts  of  the  fireplaces  have  been  generally  defect- 
ive, which  would  render  them  dangerous  in  case  wooden  mantels  had 
been  employed.  Where  there  were  none,  they  would  be  perfectly  safe 
so  far  as  regards  the  breasts  of  the  fireplaces  ; to  which  alone  the  infor- 
mation of  witness  is  confined.  Witness  did  not  hear  of  the  fire  until  eight 
o’clock  the  next  morning,  and  has  no  knowledge  of  any  facts  relating  to 
it. 

JOHN  P.  PEPPER. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the 
1833. 


witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  44. 

Jacob  Hines,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  is  assistant 
messenger  to  the  First  Comptroller’s  office.  Witness  attended  to  six 
rooms  of  the  second  story  at  the  cast  end  of  the  Treasury  building;  three 
being  on  the  north  side,  and  three  on  the  south  side  of  the  passage,  being 
the  rooms  included  within  the  passage  door  at  the  cast  end  of  the  build- 
ing. Witness  attended  to  his  duty  on  Saturday.  He  left  the  building  at 
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about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  past  three  o’clock.  The  fires  in  the  rooms 
attended  by  witness  were  permitted  to  go  particularly  low  before  witness 
left  the  building,  and  he  placed  the  blowers  before  them  as  fenders.  The 
fire  in  the  Comptroller’s  room  was  not  attended  by  witness  ; this  was  a 
wood  fire.  Witness  attended  to  all  the  other  fires  in  those  six  rooms. 
Witness  never  left  the  coal  above  the  grate  when  he  left  the  building. 

JACOB  HINES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 
1833.  W.  CRANCH. 


No.  45. 

Charles  Pettit,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  is  assistant 
messenger  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Witness  at- 
tended to  four  rooms  on  the  south  side  of  the  passage  at  the  west  end 
of  the  building  on  the  second  story,  and  also  to  Mr.  Read’s  room  on  the 
north  side  of  the  passage  next  westerly  from  the  staircase.  Witness 
was  on  duty  on  Saturday,  and  left  the  building  about  three  o’clock.  Mr. 
John  N.  Lovejoy,  j r . , is  the  principal  messenger,  and  attends  to  the  rooms 
t,  on  the  north  side  of  the  passage  within  the  green  door.  When  witness 
returned  from  the  Secretary’s  house,  whither  he  had  been  to  carry  the 
Secretary’s  box,  he  thinks  he  met  Mr.  Lovejoy  in  the  passage  near  the 
passage  door,  and  near  the  staircase  coming  out  of  the  building.  Wit- 
ness does  not  recollect  whether  he  spoke  with  Mr.  Lovejoy  at  that  time, 
but  his  impression  is  he  did  not.  Mr.  Lovejoy  did  not  return  afterwards, 

‘ to  the  knowledge  of  witness  ; he  did  not  remain  in  the  building  more 
than  ten  minutes  afterwards  ; being  unwell,  Mr.  Dickins  gave  him  per- 
mission to  leave  the  building,  and  he  went  home.  Witness  went  into  Mr. 
Laub’s  room  as  he  went  away,  and  passed  through  it  into  Mr.  Read’s 
room.  The  fire  in  Mr.  Laub’s  room  was  very  low  ; thinks  it  w as  below 
the  grate ; the  blower  was  standing  before  the  grate  upon  the  ashpan. 
The  purpose  for  which  witness  went  into  Mr.  Read’s  room  was  to  secure 
the  fire  and  to  cover  the  table.  The  fire  in  that  room  was  not  near  the 
top  of  the  grate.  Witness  placed  the  blower  before  the  fire,  as  a fender; 
covered  the  table,  and  left  the  room,  and  then  went  home.  The  weather 
* having  been  moderate  on  Saturday,  the  fires  in  the  rooms  attended  to  by 
witness  wrere  permitted  to  go  very  low,  and  were  quite  safe  when  witness 
went  away.  It  was  the  general  habit  of  witness,  on  leaving  the  fires,  to 
see  that  the  coal  was  below  the  tops  of  the  grates,  so  that  none  could  roll 
off.  While  witness  has  belonged  to  the  department,  he  has  seen  coals 
roll  off  the  fire,  and  burn  through  the  carpet  and  set  fire  to  the  floor. 
About  six  wTeeks  before  the  building  was  burnt,  an  instance  occurred 
of  a coal  rolling  from  the  grate  in  Mr.  Read’s  room,  which  wrent  quite 
across  the  floor  to  the  washboard,  and  burnt  both  the  carpet  and  the  floor. 
This  happened  in  the  morning  soon  after  the  fires  were  made.  An  in- 
stance happened  a year  ago  the  past  winter,  of  coals  rolling  from  the 
grate  in  Mr.  Dickins’s  room,  which  burnt  through  the  rug  and  carpet, 
and  set  fire  to  the  floor,  and  left  a considerable  mark  in  the  floor.  This 
happened  in  the  morning,  before  the  clerks  came. 

CHARLES  PETTIT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  5th  of  April, 
1833.  * W.  CRANCH, 
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No.  46. 


Isaac  Goddard,  being  again  called,  and  being  requested  to  describe  Mr. 
Read’s  room  more  particularly,  states  that  it  is  the  first  room  at  the  top  of  the 
staircase  on  the  right  hand  in  the  north  projection,  and  making  the  corner 
of  the  passage  between  the  ranges  of  rooms  at  the  west  end  of  the  build- 
ing on  the  second  story.  The  entrance  into  it  from  the  passage  is  through 
the  south  wall  of  the  room.  When  witness  first  went  into  Mr.  Read’s 
room  after  the  alarm,  the  door  communicating  between  that  and  Mr. 
Laub’s  room  was  on  fire,  and  in  a very  short  time  the  lower  panels  of 
the  door  were  so  far  consumed  as  to  fall  in.  Mr.  Read  came  into  his 
room  soon  after,  and  with  others  took  out  all  that  could  be  saved  from  the 
room.  Witness,  with  others,  went  into  the  warrant  room,  and  assisted  in 
clearing  that  and  other  rooms.  When  witness  was  first  awakened  by  the 
alarm,  he  thinks  the  hanging  lamp  in  the  passage  on  the  lower  story  was 
burning.  Witness  recollects  that  in  the  winter  before  the  past,  in  the 
morning,  before  the  clerks  came,  fire  had  rolled  from  the  grate  in  Mr. 
Dickins’s  room,  and  burnt  through  the  carpet  and  set  the  floor  on  fire. 
There  was  an  instance  of  the  same  kind  in  Mr.  Read’s  room,  where  the 
place  burnt  in  the  floor  was  shown  to  witness  by  Mr.  Pettit,  which  occur- 
red during  the  past  winter. 

ISAAC  GODDARD. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April, 

1 QQQ 

W.  CRANCH. 


Being  again  called  and  examined,  witness  testifies  and  says,  that  on 
Saturday  night  he  did  not  go  into  the^fireproof  rooms  westerly  from  the 
main  Treasury  building.  The  reason  why  he  did  not  examine  those  rooms 
was,  he  was  unable  to  find  the  key  of  the  outer  door  at  which  these 
rooms  were  entered.  He  looked  for  the  key  in  the  case  where  it  was 
usually  kept,  and  where  he  had  on  several  occasions  before  found  it  when 
he  had  visited  those  rooms  while  on  watch.  It  had  been  usually  kept  in 
a case  in  the  passage  between  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  chief  clerk  and 
the  Register,  and  not  finding  it  there,  he  did  not  look  elsewhere. 

ISAAC  GODDARD. 


No.  47. 

David  Brearley,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  about  one 
o’clock  on  Sunday  morning  he  passed  the  Treasury  building  in  the  di- 
rection from  the  President’s  house  down  15th  street,  turning  the  corner 
opposite  the  Branch  Bank.  Witness  saw  no  light  in  the  Treasury  build- 
ing, or  any  thing  unusual  in  the  neighborhood. 

D.  BREARLEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCII. 
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No.  48. 

Alexander  McDonald,  being  affirmed,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  is  prin- 
cipal messenger  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury.  There 
were  nine  rooms  belonging  to  that  office,  to  four  of  which  witness  at- 
tended, being  all  on  the  lower  story  of  the  Treasury  building,  at  the  wes- 
terly end  ; one  being  on  the  south  side  of  the  passage,  and  three  on  the 
north  side.  Witness  left  the  building  at  about  half  past  three  o’clock  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  When  he  went  away  he  was  not  aware  of  leaving 
any  person  in  the  building,  excepting  the  two  laborers,  who  then  took 
charge  of  it.  The  fires  in  the  rooms  attended  by  witness  were  all  of  an- 
thracite coal,  and  were  very  low  when  witness  went  away.  He  placed 
the  blowers  before  the  grates  as  fenders  before  he  left  the  building. 

ALEXANDER  McDONALD. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April, 
1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 

Alexander  McDonald,  being  again  called  and  examined,  says,  that  the 
room  on  the  lower  story  of  the  fireproof  next  to  the  main  building  was, 
on  the  Saturday  preceding  the  fire,  in  charge  of  witness,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Watson.  Witness  is  confident  that  he  barred  both 
windows  of  that  room  before  he  left  the  department  on  Saturday. 

ALEXANDER  McDONALD. 

Being  again  called  and  examined,  witness  testifies  and  says,  that  the 
key  of  the  door  which  led  to  the  fireproof  rooms  was  placed  in  a case  in 
the  passage,  between  the  rooms  of  the  chief  clerk  and  the  Register. 
This  was  the  usual  practice,  and  witness  well  remembers  locking  the 
door  on  Saturday,  and  placing  the  key  in  that  case.  Witness  has  been 
a messenger  in  the  same  office  for  the  last  thirty  years. 

ALEXANDER  McDONALD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  49. 


James  Moore,  being  affirmed,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  is  messenger 
to  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  There  are  three 
rooms  attached  to  the  office,  which  were  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
east  end  of  the  Treasury  building.  In  one  of  these  rooms  wood  was 
used  as  fuel,  in  another  Richmond  coal,  and  in  the  other  anthracite  coal. 
On  Saturday  last  witness  left  the  building  at  about  four  o’clock ; at  that 
time  the  fire  of  wood  was  nearly  or  entirely  extinct ; that  of  anthracite 
coal  was  very  low,  so  much  so  that  witness  did  not  consider  it  worth 
while  to  place  the  blower  before  it,  according  to  his  usual  custom.  The 
fire  of  Richmond  coal  was  low,  and  had  a common  wire  fender  before  it. 

JAMES  MOORE. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANCH. 
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No.  50. 

Charles  B.  Davis,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  is  mes- 
senger to  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury.  At  the  time  of 
the  fire  at  the  Treasury  building,  he  had  charge  of  five  rooms — of  which 
four  were  on  the  south  side  of  the  passage  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  lower 
story  of  the  building  ; the  other  room  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  passage 
next  westerly  from  the  rooms  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
The  fuel  used  in  these  rooms  was  coal ; in  two  of  them  Richmond  coal 
was  used,  in  the  other  three  anthracite  coal.  Witness  left  the  building- 
on  Saturday  at  about  half  past  three  o’clock.  Previous  to  leaving  the 
building,  witness  secured  all  the  fires ; he  left  the  coal  in  all  the  grates 
from  six  to  nine  inches  below  the  tops  of  the  grates.  The  windows  of 
all  these  rooms  had  inside  close  shutters  ; those  on  the  south  side  of  the 
building  also  had  outside  Venetian  shutters,  which  witness  closed  and 
fastened  inside,  before  he  went  away,  with  a hasp.  The  room  on  the 
north  side  of  the  building  had  no  outside  shutters  ; witness  closed  and 
fastened  the  lower  part  of  the  inside  shutter  with  a wooden  bar  placed 
across  it ; the  inside  shutters  of  the  windows  on  the  south  side  of  the 
building  were  not  closed.  The  doors  of  all  the  rooms  were  locked, 
and  the  keys  left  in  the  doors  ; this  was  the  practice  of  witness  from  the 
time  of  building  fires,  in  order  that  ready  access  might  be  had  to  the  rooms 
by  the  watchmen  in  case  of  fire,  who  were  apprised  of  the  fact  by  wit- 
ness for  that  purpose  ; this  had  been  done  during  the  whole  period  of 
the  employment  of  witness  in  the  department,  which  is  about  twenty- 
five  years.  The  upper  part  of  the  close  shutters  was  left  open  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  any  light  in  the  rooms  to  persons  passing  by  outside 

CHARLES  B"  DAVIS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  51. 


Joseph  Lovell,  being  duly  Sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that,  on  being 
aroused  by  the  alarm  of  fire  on  Sunday  morning,  he  immediately  re- 
paired to  the  Treasury  building.  When  he  arrived,  the  fire  had  got  through 
the  roof  of  the  centre  of  the  building.  There  were  probably  from  1 50  to  200 
people  around  the  pump  and  engine,  and  about  the  north  side  of  the 
building.  Soon  afterwards  some  one  suggested  the  propriety  of  getting 
ladders  for  the  purpose  of  getting  into  the  windows  of  the  second  story  : 
there  were  then  no  ladders  on  the  north  side  of  the  building  where  witness 
was.  Immediately  afterwards  witness  went  to  the  north  window  ot  the 
lower  story  of  the  fireproof  next  to  the  main  building  ; the  lower  sash 
of  that  window  was  not  entirely  down  ; on  raising  it,  the  shutter  appeared 
to  be  a little  way  open,  and  was  readily  pushed  entirely  open;  it  did 
not  appear  to  have  been  fastened  at  all  inside.  After  opening  the  win- 
dow, witness  with  several  others  got  into  the  room  ; found  the  opposite 
window  and  the  door  of  the  room  closed  ; they  were  both  soon  afterwards 
broken  open  from  the  outside,  as  witness  believes.  The  bar  ol  the  win- 
dow at  which  witness  entered  was  near,  as  he  used  it  in  breaking  the 
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sash  for  the  purpose  of  getting  one  of  the  cases  through  the  window  ; 
there  was  no  communication  between  that  room  and  the  main  building; 
there  was  a door  between  that  room  and  the  one  story  part  of  the  fire- 
proof; after  the  door  was  broken  open,  having  understood  that  papers  of 
the  most  importance  were  in  the  one  story  part  of  the  fireproof,  witness 
went  there,  and  employed  himself  in  removing  those  papers,  and  did  not 
again  return  to  the  room  which  he  first  entered.  There  was  a pound- 
ing at  the  south  window  of  that  room,  soon  after  witness  entered  it,  and 
the  window  was  soon  after  opened,  but  whether  from  being  unbarred 
inside,  or  being  broken  open  from  the  outside,  witness  cannot  determine. 

JOS.  LOVELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  52. 

William  C.  Goddard,  being  again  called  and  examined,  testifies  and 
says,  that  it  is  the  practice  of  the  watchmen,  before  they  retire  to  rest,  to 
* go  through  all  the  rooms  throughout  the  building,  including  the  fireproof 
rooms  at  the  west  end,  the  key  of  the  outer  door  of  which  is  placed  in 
a case  in  the  passage,  at  the  right  of  the  door  of  the  room  of  the  chief 
clerk  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  as  you  enter  the  door.  In  mak- 
ing this  examination  of  the  fireproof  rooms,  the  practice  was  to  enter 
the  one  story  part  of  the  fireproof  by  a door  near  the  centre  of  that  part 
of  the  building,  and  go  from  room  to  room,  and  return  out  of  the  same 
door. 

W.  C.  GODDARD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  53. 

Samuel  M.  McKean,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  about 
a month  or  six  weeks  since,  being  a clerk  in  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  Trea- 
sury building  in  which  anthracite  coal  was  used,  a hot  coal  rolled  off  the 
grate  upon  the  floor,  and  immediately  burnt  through  the  carpet  and  scorch- 
ed the  floor  before  it  could  be  removed.  The  incident  gave  rise  to  a 
question  between  the  gentlemen  occupying  the  room,  whether  the  coal 
wrould  in  this  manner  set  fire  to  the  floor.  The  experiment  wras  tried  by 
placing  a piece  of  wood  upon  the  hearth  before  the  grate,  upon  which  a 
hot  coal  wras  placed,  and  the  fire  instantly  blazed,  and,  if  permitted,  would 
no  doubt  have  consumed  the  wood. 

S.  M.  McKEAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  54. 

Interrogatories  propounded  to  John  Woodside,  wrho  wTas  confined  to  his 
house  by  ill  health  : 
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1.  Were  you  at  any  time  superintendent  of  the  Treasury  building?  If 
so,  at  what  time,  how  long,  and  who  succeeded  you  ? 

2.  What  were  the  arrangements  made  for  the  security  of  the  building 
while  you  were  superintendent  ? Describe  particularly  how  it  was  guard- 
ed after  office  hours,  until  the  clerks  returned  the  next  morning ; what 
were  the  orders,  and  what  was  the  practice  under  those  orders. 


John  Woodside,  being  duly  affirmed,  deposes  and  says,  in  answer  to 
the  foregoing  interrogatories,  that  soon  after  the  fire  of  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1802,  the  hon.  Samuel  Dexter,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
thought  proper,  through  the  recommendation  or  favor  of  Mr.  William 
Knowles,  to  appoint  him  to  do  the  necessary  repairs.  Immediately  after 
which,  I was  appointed  to  superintend  the  repairs  to  be  made  by  Mr. 
Knowles,  as  regards  the  workmen’s  time  employed,  and  materials  made 
use  of,  and  the  payment  of  the  bills,  &c.  From  the  above  date  up  to  the 
31st  December,  1829, 1 acted  as  superintendent  of  the  Treasury  building ; 
at  which  time  I received  a note  from  the  hon.  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  intimating  that  my  services  as  superintendent 
were  dispensed  with,  when  Mr.  Laub  was  appointed  as  my  successor. 

In  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory,  I beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  for 
the  security  of  the  building,  two  watchmen  were  appointed  for  the  night, 
going  on  duty  at  early  candlelight,  and  leaving  the  offices  at  daylight. 
The  regulations  made  in  relation  to  those  watchmen  were,  that  one  was 
obliged  to  be  on  duty,  as  before  mentioned,  at  candlelight,  and  that  the 
other  was  to  be  there  at  10  P.  M.,  when  the  watch  for  the  night  was 
set,  after  having  examined  all  the  rooms,  fireplaces,  and  windows  of  the 
building.  The  watchmen  for  the  department  before  mentioned  watched 
alternately,  from  2 to  3 or  4 hours.  It  was  made  incumbent  upon  them 
that  one  should  be  on  the  alert  while  the  other  slept. 

In  addition  to  the  night  watch  in  the  Treasury  building,  a person  was 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  same  from  office  hours  until  early  candle- 
light, and  from  daylight  to  9 A.  M. ; therefore,  the  time  in  which  the 
watchmen  were  employed  to  guard  the  building  consisted  of  18  hours 
each  day.  As  regards  the  practice  or  duties  devolving  upon  myself  as 
superintendent,  after  having  given  the  necessary  orders  to  the  watchmen, 
and  feeling  as  I did  the  heavy  responsibility  resting  on  me,  I conceived 
it  my  duty  frequently  to  visit  the  watchmen  during  the  night,  to  see  that 
they  were  attentive  to  the  charge  confided  to  them. 

JOHN  WOODSIDE. 


Affirmed  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April, 
1833. 


W.  CRANC1T. 


No.  55. 

Asbury  Dick  ins,  being  again  called  and  examined,  says  that  he  saw 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  soon  after  witness  got  to  the  fire.  As  soon 
as  the  Secretary  saw  witness,  who  was  (lien  in  the  room  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  Secretary,  he  called  witness.  The  Secretary  was  then  en- 
gaged in  giving  directions  for  preserving  the  papers  in  the  rooms  on  the 
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south  side  of  the  building,  particularly  those  in  the  accounting  offices, 
and  the  office  of  the  Register.  As  the  papers  were  brought  out,  the  Se- 
cretary directed  where  they  should  be  placed,  and  stationed  persons  to 
take  charge  of  them  in  the  different  places  of  deposite.  The  Secretary 
exerted  himself  very  much  through  the  whole  fire  in  saving  the  books 
and  papers.  As  soon  as  the  fire  was  over,  the  Secretary  gave  directions 
for  inquiries  to  be  made  for  suitable  buildings  for  the  temporary  accom- 
modation of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  before  noon  an  arrangement 
was  made  to  that  effect.  By  about  two  o’clock  all  the  papers  were  re- 
moved to  the  buildings  which  had  been  procured  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  department,  and  the  fireproof  rooms  of  the  former  building.  The 
buildings  procured  for  the  temporary  use  of  the  department  were  the 
five  houses  on  Pennsylvania  avenue  opposite  Strother’s  hotel,  occupied 
by  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Randall,  and  Mr.  Handy. 

ASBURY  DICKINS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April,  1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  56. 

Francis  A.  Dickins,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  fire  he  was  awakened  by  his  brother,  who  informed  him  that 
f the  Treasury  building  was  on  fire.  Immediately  slipped  on  his  clothes, 
and  repaired  to  the  place.  When  witness  got  there,  found  the  door  at 
the  eastern  end  of  the  building,  next  to  15th  street,  fast.  Witness  tried 
to  force  it,  not  knowing  that  any  other  door  was  open ; found  that  im- 
possible, and  ran  round  to  the  north  door,  which  was  open  ; went  up 
stairs  and  opened  the  door  in  the  passage  leading  to  the  Secretary’s 
room,  and  found  the  passage  on  fire,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  enter. 
Closed  the  door,  and  went  into  Mr.  Read’s  room.  Found  there  was 
no  means  of  getting  into  the  Secretary’s  room  by  the  communicat- 
ing doors,  and  returned  down  stairs.  Coming  down,  inquired  of 
* one  of  the  messengers,  a watchman,  who  ought  to  know  where  the 
ladders  were,  where  they  were,  in  order  to  get  into  the  window  by 
means  of  one.  The  reply  was,  that  he  did  not  know.  Witness  then 
started  for  home,  to  inform  his  father  of  the  fire,  but  met  him  coming  a 
short  distance  from  the  building.  Then  returned,  and  soon  afterwards 
got  a ladder,  and  went  up  on  it  into  the  Secretary’s  room.  Some  of  the 
papers  on  the  table  witness  put  into  a box,  which  was  thrown  out  of  the 
window  to  Major  Van  Buren  and  Major  Donaldson.  Witness  entered 
the  Secretary’s  room  through  the  circular  window ; the  sash  of  which 
was  taken  out  by  Mr.  Lyons.  After  going  by  the  ladder  upon  the  roof 
of  the  one  story  fireproof,  witness  descended  again  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving the  ladder  to  the  other  window,  which  was  much  more  conve- 
nient. Not  being  able  to  obtain  sufficient  force,  witness  reascended,  and 
entered  the  room  through  the  circular  window.  After  removing  a part 
of  the  papers  from  the  Secretary’s  room,  witness  left  the  room  and  assist- 
ed in  removing  the  ladder  to  the  window  of  the  southwest  corner  room 
of  the  main  building,  which  witness  entered,  and  went  into  the  room  oc- 
cupied by  witness,  by  the  door  communicating  between  the  two  rooms. 
The  papers  in  witness’s  room,  which  was  directly  opposite  that  of  the 
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chief  clerk,  were  those  relating  to  revolutionary  claims  under  the  acts 
of  15th  May,  1828,  and  5th  July,  1832.  These  papers  were  all  thrown 
out  of  the  windows,  and  were  all  saved,  with  many  other  books  and 
papers  which  were  in  the  room.  Before  witness  left  the  room,  he  broke 
open  the  table  drawer,  and  took  out  the  loose  papers,  which  he  brought 
down  the  ladder  in  his  arms.  At  that  time  the  door  between  witness’s 
room  in  the  passage  was  in  flames,  and  the  door  of  communication  be- 
tween witness’s  room  and  the  next  room  easterly,  which  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  McKean,  and  was  opposite  Mr.  Laub’s,  was  entirely  burnt  away,  and 
the  ceiling  in  that  room  had  fallen.  When  witness  reached  the  ground, 
he  met  Governor  Woodbury,  who  appeared  to  be  giving  directions  re- 
specting the  care  of  the  papers.  After  depositing  the  papers  in  witness’s 
arms  in  a safe  place,  he  returned  to  the  building,  where  he  met  Mr. 
McLane,  who  was  directing  the  preservation  of  papers,  and  stationing 
persons  to  protect  them. 

After  the  fire  was  over,  witness,  by  1 o’clock  P.  M.  on  Sunday,  had 
collected  the  papers  belonging  to  his  duties,  and  had  deposited  them  in 
the  room  in  the  buildings  which  had  been  procured  for  the  temporary 
accommodation  of  the  department. 

FRANCIS  A.  DICKINS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April, 
1833.  W.  CRANC1I. 


No.  57. 

Isaac  Goddard,  being  again  called,  testifies  and  says,  that  there  was 
but  one  ladder  belonging  to  the  Treasury  building  at  the  time  ol  the  fire, 
excepting  small  ones  which  were  used  inside  the  building.  That  ladder 
was  found  in  its  proper  place  at  the  time  of  the  fire.  It  had  been  pre- 
viously lent  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  at  the  Methodist  church ; but 
after  being  carried  a part  of  the  way,  it  was  left,  and,  before  the  fire,  had 
been  carried  back  to  its  place,  by  the  President’s  wall,  at  the  south  side 
of  the  building. 

ISAAC  GODDARD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  6th  of  April, 
1833.  W.  CRANCll. 


No.  58. 

William  Easby,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  the  first 
knowledge  lie  had  of  the  fire  in  the  Treasury  building  was  about  a quarter 
past  two  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning,  as  much  as  five  minutes,  he  thinks, 
before  any  alarm  was  given.  He  was  then  passing  westward  up  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue  near  the  Centre  market.  At  that  place  lie  met  three  or  four 
persons  going  in  the  contrary  direction,  to  whom  he  observed  that  lie 
thought  there  must  be  a fire.  It  was  replied,  they  thought  not,  as  they 
had  come  from  that  direction,  and  had  seen  none.  What  led  witness  to 
suppose  there  was  a fire,  was  a bright  flame  which  shot  up  like  a chim- 
ney on  fire,  which  soon  subsided,  and  was  followed  by  a thick  smoke. 
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Immediately  after  that,  the  first  alarm  was  given  ; he  then  supposed  the 
fire  was  somewhere  about  the  Franklin  house,  which  is  a considerable 
distance  westerly  from  the  departments.  Witness  came  towards  the  fire, 
and  about  the  time  he  got  to  Cox’s  building,  near  15th  street  west, 
and  in  view  of  the  building  of  the  Department  of  State,  he  per- 
ceived, by  the  reflection  upon  that  building,  that  the  fire  was  in 
the  Treasury  building.  Witness  arrived  about  the  same  time  with 
three  or  four  others,  and  assisted  in  taking  away  the  temporary  fence 
between  the  two  buildings.  At  that  time  the  door  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Treasury  building  had  not  been  opened.  The  fire  was  then 
burning  at  the  cornice  and  window  frames  next  westerly  from  the  pro- 
jection. From  the  appearance  upon  the  outside,  witness  supposed  the 
fire  to  be  in  the  room  next  west  of  the  projection  upon  the  second  story. 
The  roof  was  then  on  fire,  and  it  appeared  to  witness  that  the  cornice  had 
caught  fire  from  the  roof,  of  which  a large  space  was  in  a bright  flame. 
When  witness  first  arrived,  there  was  a hole  burnt  through  the  roof. 
Several  persons  knocked  at  the  door  upon  the  north  side  of  the  building, 
which  was  opened  by  a person  inside,  who  appeared  to  be  very  much 
frightened.  The  passage  lamp  upon  the  lower  story  was  burning  when 
**  witness  entered.  He  asked  the  person  who  opened  the  door  to  get 
some  candles  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the  rooms,  which  he  did  after 
some  delay.  Witness  immediately  began  to  carry  books  from  the  room 
in  the  lower  story,  which  was  under  that  in  which  the  fire  was.  After 
all  the  books  had  been  got  out  of  that  room,  witness  went  up  stairs  to 
» the  room  which  appeared  to  be  on  fire.  Witness  went  through  the  door 
in  the  partition  across  the  passage  in  the  second  story,  westerly,  and 
opened  the  first  door  on  the  right  hand.  Saw  no  fire  and  very  little 
smoke  in  the  passage,  which  was  quite  dark.  Upon  opening  the  door  of 
the  room  next  to  the  partition  across  the  passage  at  the  right  hand,  the  fire 
appeared  to  be  burning  the  ceiling  and  the  architraves  of  the  west  win- 
dow" of  the  room.  A considerable  space  of  the  plastering  had  fallen. 
None  of  the  wooden  cases  in  the  room  were  on  fire,  or  any  of  the  papers, 
that  witness  perceived.  Witness  supposed  at  the  time  that  the  fire  had 
communicated  from  above,  the  joist  and  flooring  being  on  fire,  while  the 
< furniture  of  the  room  was  not  on  fire.  The  glass  in  the  westerly  window 
was  then  broken.  There  appeared  to  be  a strong  draught  coming  in  at  the 
window,  which  induced  witness  to  close  the  door.  There  was  so  much 
fire  in  the  room  at  that  time,  that  witness  did  not  think  it  possible  to  save 
what  was  in  the  room  ; and  in  order  to  prevent  the  fire  communicating  so 
soon  to  other  parts  of  the  building,  in  consequence  of  the  draught,  witness 
immediately  withdrew  from  the  room,  and  closed  the  door.  Witness  did 
not  go  into  any  room  westerly  of  that  room,  on  the  north  side  of  the  pas- 
sage, but  went  into  a room  on  the  south  side  of  the  passage,  but  cannot  now 
ascertain  which  it  was,  having  no  light.  No  other  person  was  with  wit- 
ness when  he  looked  into  the  room  on  fire,  though  there  were  several 
persons  just  behind  him.  After  looking  into  the  room  on  the  south  side 
of  the  passage,  as  before  stated,  and  seeing  no  fire  excepting  in  the  grate, 
witness  returned  down  stairs,  and  assisted  in  removing  the  books  and  pa- 
pers from  the  lower  part  of  the  building. 

WM.  EASBY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  10th  day  of 

April,  1833.  W.  CRANCH. 
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No.  59. 

John  Kennedy,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  and  says,  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed a watchman  of  the  Treasury  building,  he  thinks,  in  1824,  and 
continued  until  about  the  commencement  of  1830.  When  he  first  came, 
it  was  in  place  of  a Mr.  Poor  ; after  his  death,  witness  was  appointed 
watchman ; the  practice  was  for  two  watchmen  to  sleep  in  the  building, 
one  in  the  passage  on  the  lower  story,  and  the  other  in  a small  room  ad- 
joining the  passage.  The  watchmen  usually  went  to  bed  between  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock  ; a short  time  previous  to  going  to  bed,  the  watchmen 
went  into  each  room  in  the  building  with  a lanthorn,  to  see  that  every 
thing  was  safe. 

JOHN  KENNEDY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  10th  of  April, 
1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 

Being  further  examined,  witness  states  that  both  watchmen  habitually 
remained  during  the  whole  night  in  the  building,  while  Mr.  Wilson  was 
watchman  with  him.  After  his  death,  the  period  of  which  he  cannot 
recollect  with  precision,  Mr.  Watson  was  appointed,  after  which  the 
watchmen  remained  alternately  all  night  in  the  building. 

JOHN  KENNEDY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  10th  ol  April, 
1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  GO. 

Alexander  R.  Watson,  being  affirmed  according  to  lawr,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  was  appointed  a watchman  of  the  Treasury  building  the  6th 
June,  1826,  and  continued  to  serve  about  three  years.  Two  watchmen 
were  attached  to  the  building,  who  performed  the  duties  alternately  ; wit- 
ness regained  in  the  building  one  night,  and  Mr.  John  Kennedy,  who 
was  watchman  at  the  same  time,  the  next.  The  directions  were  to  re- 
main up  until  ten  o’clock,  and  before  lying  down  we  were  to  go  into 
each  room,  in  which  there  were  fires  habitually  kept.  We  were  also  to 
go  into  the  rooms  immediately  upon  entering  upon  our  duties  each  even- 
ing. One  or  the  other  of  the  watchmen  was  to  remain  in  the  building 
until  relieved  in  the  morning. 

A.  R.  WATSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  10th  ol  April, 
1833. 

W.  CRANCH. 


No.  61. 

Fielder  R.  Dorsett,  being  asked  to  describe  the  relative  effect  of  the 
fire  in  the  Treasury  building  upon  the  walls  about  the  windows  of  the 


61 


Doc.  No.  22.  J 

second  story  of  the  north  front,  as  to  the  effect  of  the  fire  in  the  several 
rooms,  says  that,  with  regard  to  that  part  of  the  wall  which  is  above  the 
two  windows  in  the  room  occupied  by  Mr.  Laub,  the  force  of  the  fire  has 
burnt  the  paint  entirely  off  the  outside  walls,  or  turned  it  of  a deep  cop- 
pei  coloi . J he  walls  above  the  windows  of  the  other  rooms  appear  to 
be  only  smoked,  and  show  very  little  mark  of  the  force  of  fire  upon  the 
outside.  The  appearance  of  the  walls  about  the  windows  in  Mr.  Laub’s 
room  distinctly  indicates  that  the  fire  burst  out  of  those  two  windows  with 
great  force.  The  walls  about  the  other  windows  present  no  such  appear- 
ance. 

FIELDER  R.  DORSETT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  witness,  before  me,  this  10th  of  April, 

1833.  r 

W.  CRANCH. 
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